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I.—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STaTE OF THE SKILLED Lasour MARKET. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette ” :-— 

In most of the important industries the state of the labour 
market has continued to improve during September, and the per- 
centage of unemployed in unions making returns is lower than at 
any period since 1891. 

In the 87 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
393,920 making returns, 19,423 (or 4°9 per cent.) are reported as 
unemployed at the end of September, compared with 5:2 per cent. 
in August, and with 76 per cent. in the 53 unions with a 
membership of 356,845, from which returns were received for 
September 1894. 

Coal Mining.—Returns received from 951 pits, at which 
239,558 workpeople were employed, show that the average 
number of days worked in September was 4°80 days per week, 
as against 4°71 days per week in August.* 

Iron Mining.—The average number of days worked at 95 iron 
mines and openworks, employing 12,677 workpeople, was 5°59 
days per week, compared with 5°54 days per week in August. 

n the Pig Iron industry, the number of furnaces in blast 
at the end of the month, owned by the 109 employers making 
returns, was 308, an increase of 8 as compared with the previous 
month.* The number of persons employed was 20,021, com- 
pared with 19,664. 


* No comparison is made with September 1894, since in that month employment, 
both at collieries and furnaces, was seriously affected in Scotland by the Miners’ 
Wages Dispute. 
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Returns received from 166 employers show that at their Steel and 
Tinplate Works, Puddling Furnaces, and Rolling Mills there were 
59,131 workpeople employed at the end of September, as com- 
pared with 54,992 in September 1894. Twenty-nine tinplate 
manufacturers had 138 mills in operation at the end of the month, 
as against the same number at the end of August, and 139 at the 
end of September 1894. 


The Engineering and kindred trades have continued to improve 
during the month, the percentage of unemployed union members 
having fallen from 5:4 in August to 5:2 in September, compared 
with 9°8 in September 1894. 


The Shipbuilding ‘rades remain practically stationary, the per- 
centage of members in unions making returns being 11-9, compared 
with 11°38 in August. In September 1894 the percentage 
was 18°2. 

The Building trades continue busy in most districts, the 
se ogy of unemployed members in unions making returns 

aving fallen from 1°8 in August to 16 in September, compared 
with 3°6 in September 1894. 

On the whole, the Furnishing and Wood-working trades are 
well employed, and the percentage of unemployed union members 
has fallen from 2°7 in August to 26 in September, compared 
with 4°7 in September 1894. 

A steady improvement has taken place in most branches of the 
Printing, Bookbinding, «nd Paper trades, with the result that the 
percentage of unemployed union members has fallen from 65 in 
August to 5°5 in September, compared with 6°5 in September 
1894. 


The ready-made Clothing trade has, on the whole, been fairly 
well employed, but the bespoke trade remains quiet. 

The Bovt and Shoe trade is quiet in most centres, but is im- 
proving in some. 

The Leather trades remain fairly busy, the percentage of un- 
employed in unions making returns being 2°6, compared with 2°4 
in August. 

The Cotton trade is dull, short time being worked in the 
spinning department, while in the weaving department many 
looms are still idle, owing generally to want of warps. 

All branches cf the Woollen and Worsted trades are well em- 
ployed. The Hosiery trade is generally busy; the Sik trade 
fairly so. 

Information received respecting 341 textile mills, employing 
about 61,500 women and girls, shows that 86 per cent. were in 
milis giving full employment, the same percentage as in August. 

Trade Disputes—The new disputes occurring in September 
show an increase of 14 upon the figures of August, the number 
noted being 66, as compared with 52 in August and 69 in 
September 1894. The number affected by the disputes, however, 
shows a censiderable reduction, the average number per dispute 
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in September being only 165, compared with 990 in the previous 
month. As regards magaitude, the strikes of 1,140 miners at 
Ebbw Vale and 750 small chainmakers in the Cradley Heath 
district were the most important. Fourteen disputes occurred in 
the mining industry, 13 in the textile trades, 12 in building 
_ trades, 11 in metal trades, 7 each in the clothing trades and the 
miscellaneous group of industries, and 1 each in connection with 
dock labour and shipbuilding. In 60 of the 66 disputes, 9,898 
persons were concerned. 

Fourteen old disputes, affecting 2,227 workpeople, were settled 
in September, and at the end of the month it was known that 
18 new and 36 old disputes, affecting together about 7,400 people, 
were still unsettled. 


Changes in Wages.—The changes in rates of wages reported 
during the month affected 232,500 workpeople, as compared witl 
9,750 in the previous month and 105,500 in the corresponding 
month of last year; of these upwards of 9,500 received increases, 
‘and about 223,000 sustained decreases. The decreases affect 
100,000 miners in South Wales and Monmouthshire, 90,090 
miners in Durham, 30,000 miners in Northumberland, and 2,250 
glass bottle makers in Yorkshire. The amounts of these reduc- 
tions were, however, but small. On the other band there wis a 
general increase in the rates paid to biast furnacemen in Cumb2r- 
land and Lancashire, Cleveland and Durham, and Scotland. 


OrricIAL Enquiries UNDER THE Borner Exeuosions Act. 
Boiler Explosion at Cromac Saw Mills, Belfast, 


A formal investigation was held at Belfast on the 9th, 10th, 
and 13th September, into the circumstances attending the explo- 
sion of a boiler at the Cromac Saw Mills on the 7th August last. 

The boiler, one of the Lancashire type, was made in the year 
1870, and it was thereafter used for supplying steam to an engine 
which drove a saw at a pressure of about 20 lbs. per square inch. 
It appears to have been looked after by an engine driver, it was 
not insured, nor was it periodically examined by any competent 


person. 
The works came into possession of the present owners in 


February last, and in August when some repairs were being 
effected they were advised to obtain a new boiler. The repairs, 
however, were completed and the boiler was worked until it 
exploded. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the boiler 
having been worked when it was unfit to withstand any useful 
steam-pressure, and they ordered one of the owners to pay the 
sum of 30/, and another to pay the sum of 10/ towards the costs 
and expenses of the investigation, 
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Boarp oF TrapE AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 
The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to Mr. E. 


Antonovski, master of the s.s. “ Lomonosoff,” of Archangel, in 
recognition of his humanity and kindness to the shipwrecked 
crew of the s.s. “Congo,” of Cardiff, which stranded in the Whit 


Sea on the 31st July last. 


GOVERNMENT ConTRACTS. 

India Office —The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply (1) spans, (2) crossings and switches, (3) steel wheels, 
(4) locomotives. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., 
and tenders for (1), (2), and (3) are to be delivered at that office 
by éwo o'clock p.m. on Tuesday the 22nd October 1895. Tenders 
for (4) can be delivered up to Tuesday 5th November 1895. 


InsPEcToRS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

The foliowing inspectors of weights and measures have, 
during the month of September 1895, passed the examination 
provided for in the 11th section of the Weights and Measures 
Act, 1889, viz, :— 

Armstrong, James Gerity, Ernest O. ) 

Boyd, John James Groves, Thomas 

Byrne, Thomas Hyland, Matthew 


Carey, John | Lohan, Patrick 
Conroy, Daniel | McAteer, Edward (Royal Irish Con- 
| 


Craig, Robert McCoy, Charles 
Davis, Martin McLoughlin, John remand, 
Fallon, Michael McMinn, Joseph 


Forbes, Charles Noonan, William 

Forster, Robert O’Farrell, Thomas | 

Riley, John Edward: - - Kingstown Township (lreland). 
Shirley, James - - 

Smyth, William - -( (Royal Irish Constabulary) 
Sweeny, Charles - -/f Ireland, 

Turley, Martin - - 


Duty on Esparto GRASS EXPORTED FROM TUNIS. 


With reference to the statement on p. 170 of the August 
number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” to the effect that the duty 
on the export of esparto grass from Tunis was to be reduced, the 
Board of Trade now understand that the reduction of duty as 
announced will not be made. 
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Proposed Carpirr EXHIBITION. 

A notice has been received at the Board of Trade of a Fine 
Art, Industrial and Maritime Exhibition, which will be held in 
Cardiff in the spring and summer of 1896, under the patronage 
of Her Majesty the Queen, and the presidency of the Right 
Honourable Lord Windsor (Lord Lieutenant of the County of 
Glamorgan). The general object of the exhibition is to illustrate 
the most recent progress in the sciences, arts, and manufactures. 

The plans of the proposed buildings which have been approved 
by the Executive Council are exceedingly simple and compact, 
the space for the chief sections being allotted in the following 
proportions :— 


Sq. Feet. 
Mining and mining appliances - - 13,280 
Machinery, electricity, and local and general 
industries - - - - - 20,480 
Maritime - - - - 8,400 
Agriculture and horticulture - - - 7,280 
Health - - - - 5,400 
Fine Arts” - - - 9,600 


The plans are, however, so arranged as to meet any unlooke! 


_ for demand for space. 


Forms of application for space, with rules for exhibitors, may 
be obtained from the Hon. Secretary, 98, St. Mary, Street, 
Cardiff. 


TENDERS FOR NORWEGIAN STATE RAiLways, 


Copies of drawings and conditions of tender for wheels, axles, 


and goods waggons required by the Norwegian State Railways 
have been received by the Secretary of State for Foreign A ffairs, 
and can be seen at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office, S.W., between the hours of 11.0 and 6.0. 


TENDERS FOR Froatine Dock IN THE PHILIPPINES. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has learned from 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid that the Spanish Govern- 
ment have issued a Royal Decree inviting tenders for the construc- 
tion of a floating dock and for a dredger at the new naval port 
of Subic, in the Philippine Archipelago. Such particulars as are 
in the possession of Her Majesty’s Government may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office 
between the hours of 11 and 6 daily. 
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I1.--IMPORTS OF HAY INTO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM, 


With reference to previous notifications in the “Board of 
Trade Journal,” the following statement of the quantity of hay 
imported into the United Kingdom from each country during the 
month of September and the nine months ended 30th September 
1895,,together with the corresponding figures for 1894, has been 
prepared from particulars supplied to the Board of Trade by Her 
Majesty’s Customs :— 


. Nine Months ended 
Month of September 30th September 
Countries. 
1895. | 1894, 1895. 1894. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Russia, North - - 193 263 298 27,791 
» South - 997 
Norway - 56 70 495 2,861 
Denmark - - 234 219 1,541 4,450 
Germany 832 1,923 1,843 
Holland - - 2,894 714 12,570 11,292 
Belgium - - 1,090 611 2,114 3,208 
France - - - 2,589 625 10,427 3,909 
Italy - - - 125 
Greece - 25 25 
Turkey, European- - 476 
» Asiatic - - 25 25 542 
Algeria - - - 318 1,199 6,144 2,615 
Cape of Good Hope - _ _ 
Victoria - 10 3 
New South Wales 4 
New Zealand - 1 22 
Canada - - 1,162 1,062 14,515 21,866 
Newfoundland - - 23 
United States, America - 1,422 5,155 33,669 141,294 
Chile - 180 197 4,070 
Uruguay - - - 2 
Argentine Republic : 133 8 1,264 735 
Total - -| | 9,951 85,199 298,515 


The total quantity of hay imported into the United Kingdom 
in 1893 amounted to 263,050 tons, and in 1894 to 254,214 tons. 


| 
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PORT OF NICOLAIEFF. 


The “Levant Herald” of September 5 last publishes some 
interesting details concerning the Russian port of Nicolaieff, on 
the Black Sea. 

The steamship communication between Odessa and this port is 
now as ample and commodious as could reasonably be expected, 
The Russian Company run, during the summer season, two steamers 
daily on a short line of about 80 English miles. The morning 
steamer from Odessa leaves at 10 o’clock, and reaches Nicolaieff 
about 4 or 4.30 p.m.; the night boat starts at 11.30 p.m., and lands 
her passengers at 6 a.m. From Nicolaieff, the day and night 
steamers start respectively at 10am, and at midnight. The 
day steamers only stop at Otchakoff, where passengers and 
goods are transferred to or from a steam barge which awaits 
the passing liners in mid-river, The passenger tariff is 
3 roubles first class and 2 roubles second class, the return first 
class, good for 30 days, being 4 roubles 80 copecks. These 
small but fast steamers, averaging about 700 tons, are all well- 
equipped and commodiously fitted, and the day traveller obtains 
an excellent dinner at the moderate charge of 1 rouble 20 copecks. 
The Russian Company’s service is supplemented by that of the 
Russian transport Company, which runs three night boats every 
week from Odessa—on the Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays— 
and three day boats from Nicolaieff. These steamers carry both 
passengers and merchandise at much cheaper rates than those 
of the Russian Company, but their cabin accommodation is 
defective and disagreeable. 

The town of Nicolaieff covers an area quite as large as that of 
Odessa, although its population—about 100,000 souls—is less by 
more than two-thirds of that of the South Russian capital ; but 
although it may be said to be a thriving modern Russian town, 
a great commercial and grain-exporting centre, and the naval 
head quarters of the Black Sea fleet, it is destitute as yet of 
waterworks, gasworks, and tramways, 

The grain export trade of Nicolaieff, which forms the great 
staple industry of the town and port, is concentrated in the hands 
of a comparatively small number of mercliants, but its rapidly 
increasing importance may be readily gathered from the fact 
that during last year no fewer than 571 foreign steamers—nearly 
all under the British flag—cleared from the port with cereal 
cargoes. The } copeck tax per poud levied by the town on all 
grain exports amounted to close upon half a million roubles. 


In Odessa this impost averages about three-quarters of a million 
roubles, 
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A large number of the foreign steamers trading to this port, 
load at Varvarofka, on the opposite side of the river. The 
shippers have naturally a predilection for loading thence, as their 
shipments are exempted from the 4-copeck export tax levied at 
the Popova Balka, but unfortunately there is only berthing 
accommodation for three steamers at a time at Varvarofka. 
Some little time ago, it is said that three of the chief 
local exporters, after many and fruitless previous attempts to 
coerce the authorities into providing adequate accommodation, 
offered to advance, without interest, the sum of 150,000 roubles 
for that object. Even this incentive has so far failed to rouse 
the apathy of the Harbour Works Committee. 

The Popova Balka, which is the port proper of Nicolaieff, and 
about three versts distant from the town, possesses two massive 
grain elevators, but there are continual complaints cn the part of 
both shippers and shipmasters with regard to these useful 
appliances, owing, of course, to the vexatious system of official 
control to which they are subject. 

Notwithstanding these present disadvantages, however, it is 
abundantly evident that Nicolaieff has a great mdustrial future 
before it, and the time is probably not far distant when this 
port will compete with Odessa, on equal terms, for the commercial 
supremacy of the Black Sea, that is, in the staple industry of 
cereal exports. At present the great drawback to this consumma- 
tion is the Otchakoff bar, which compels vessels of deep draught 
to complete their cargo-loading at O.essa or Sebastopol. When 
the river dredging project shortly to be undertaken is completed, 
Nicolaieff will be independent of Odessa, its shipping will be 
largely increased, and the town itself will be materially benefited 
thereby. The berthing accommodation at Nicolaieff is already 
much larger than that at Odessa. Here 17 steamers may be 
berthed at the same time alongside the quays at the Popova 
Balka, and three at Varvarofka; whilst at Odessa there is barely 
room for mooring nine steamers alongside the various wharves ; 
the remaining berthage being reserved for the Russian Company’s 
fleet, the volunteer fleet, the Transport Company, Danube 
Company, and the regular foreign liners. 


| 
| 
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1V—THE INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
CONDITION OF BERLIN.* 


The Berlin Chamber of Commerce publishes about the month 
of August each year a review of the general condition of trade and 
industry witbin its sphere of influence, which presents several 
features of more than passing interest. 

In its iast report it is stated that since 1891, many branches of 
trade and industry in Berlin have been complaining of bad times. 
Exception, however, must be made in the case of manufacturers of 
pharmaceutical and chemical products, cloth‘and linen merchants, 
coal merchants, workers in metal and leather, and especially 
bankers, but deplorable times have been experienced in the textile, 
milling, and machine-making industries. 

In various trades complaints are heard of the increasing number 
of buyers of cheap goods of inferior quality, and there are many 
manufacturers who anticipate this desire or necessity on the part 
of the public by the wholesale manufacture of inferior goods, with 
which they flood the markets. 

The harvest of 1894 was satisfactory, but prices were low. 
Meat, except pork, has gone up in price. As regards milk, the 
consumption in Berlin is nearly 161 millions of litres per annum, 
and production having exceeded consumption, farmers have been 
compelled to make more butter and cheese. The crisis in the 
building trades is accentuated. Berlin is over-built and there is 
a superabundance of apartments to let. A rapid review of the 
different branches of industry brings some curious facts to light. 

For example, it is seen that the manufacture of safes continues 
to increase because the public are making more use of them than 
before ; but the inferior qualities find a better sale. On the other 
hand, banks and bankers continue to construct an increased 
number of strong-rooms for the storage of the valuables deposited 
with them by their customers. 

Artistic bronze goods can hardly find a sale, whilst cheap, 
common, every-day articles are easily disposed of. Nickel and 
electro-plated goods are easy in the market, and buyers, furnishing 
a house, limit themselves strictly to what is necessary. Silver 
merchants complain of the loss they have undergone through the 
sudden depreciation of the white metal, a great part of their stocks 
on hand having been manufactured at the time when silver 
commanded a higher price. As regards pearls, the smaller kinds 
are in better demand than the larger. 


* Based on an article jn the “ Journal des Débats.” 


| 
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Gas companies in Berlin have experienced a bad year in 
consequence of the increased competition on the part of electricity 
and the decreased consumption due to the use of incandescent 
.burners. As a remedy, it is proposed to lower the price of gas for 
heating or industrial purposes. Berlin is an important centre of 
the ready-made clothing trade. Cloth merchants complain that 
the manufacturer is getting more into the habit of opening direct 
communication with retail dealers or the consumers themselves. 
As regards the manufactured article, cheap goods continue to be 
aay in demand, but Berlin would seem to be losing the lead 

ere. 

The Berlin Chamber of Commerce has always given energetic 
support to the policy of commercial treaties and all measures in 
favour of commercial liberty, but recognises the great difficulty 
of collecting reliable information as to the effect of commercial 
treaties. Interested parties, when questioned on the subject, 
are apt to dwell on the drawbacks without recognising any 
advantages which may have accrued. Certain branches of 
industry, however, show an improvement in their relations with 
Switzerland and Italy, as a result of the tariff wars. It is not the 
high Italian duties which embarrass the Germans, but the 
uncertainty and the financial and economic embarrassments of 
the peninsula ; some branches of industry in Italy are, however, 
supposed to be improving. The commercial treaty with Russia 
came into force on the 20th March 1894, and already the effect on 
trade and industry seems to have been a good one. If there has 
been no increase in certain branches, relations broken off by the 
tariff war have at any rate been resumed, though the haberdashery 
trade complains that meanwhile its place has been taken by 
France and Austria ; yet it would seem that if France had been 
a little more ready to take the initiative, she could have profited 
still more by the commercial rupture between the two empires 
during the nine months which it lasted. In certain branches of 
industry in which Russia has made great progress (cement and 
calico), it seems that there is no profit to be made from the com- 
mercial treaty, but the Russian export trade in iron and steel 
shows a considerable improvement for the first six months of 1895 
as compared with a like period of the two preceding years. 
Russia has become a notable outlet for German trade; the two 
empires are adjacent and the price at which the Germans sell 
their goods is lower than that of other competitors. 

The Berlin Chamber of Commerce comments on the principal 
legislative measures of the year. 


| 
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V.—NEW HARBOUR WORKS AT PALERMO. 


A report, dated 30th August last, has been received from 
Mr. BE. M. de Garston, Acting British Consul at Palermo, 
furnishing particulars regarding public works about to be carried 
out in Palermo or the neighbourhood, or actually in course of 
execution, including the proposed dry dock, jetty, further quay 
frontage, and other harbour improvements for which, it is under- 
stood, tenders will shortly be invited. 

The most important works carried out within the last few 

ears in the Palermo harbour have been directed towards increas- 
ing its available area and deepening the two basins, and to that 
end the original northern mole has been extended; a new mole 
has been built on the southern side to protect the “ Cala,” and 
extensive rock dredging and blasting operations have been 
successfully completed. 

The northern mole originally terminated at the point where 
the lighthouse at present stands: however, during the six years, 
between 1865 and 1871, this mole was increased in length by a 
further 155 metres in the same direction. 

In 1871 Messrs. I. and V. Florio and Co. caused a slip-way 
to be built (Scalo d’alaggio) in their yard situated on the north 
side of the harbour. This slip is only capable of hauling up 
vessels of not more than 1,200 tons burthen, and is principally 
used by the smaller vessels of the “ Navigazione Generale 
Italiana” (Florio Rubattino line). 

The following year the “ Calabro Sicula” Railway Company 
constructed a goods jetty on the land cr western side of the 
northern basin. Rails are laid on this jetty, which connect with 
the Sicilian Railway system by the “ Circonyallazione” line 
round the town. This jetty has been, up to the present, inacces- 
sible for steamships save of the smallest dimensions, owing to the 
lack of deep water; but it has now been decided to prolong it 
by about 60 metres, and also widen it so that it may be made to 
form part of the new quays, which will very shortly be commenced ; 
it will thus be brought to the level of the deep-water zone of 
seven metrese 

During the years 1871 to 1878 a breakwater was constructed 
on the southern side of the harbour, in the first instance, by a 
tract 160 metres long, constructed “a traforo,” and secondly, a 
further 380 metres, formed by simply dropping blocks of stone ; 
this breakwater between 1881 and 1888 was transformed into a 
proper practicable pier by being covered in with masonry, &c. 
The northern mole during this period was also extended and 
carried forward another 130 metres at an angle of 20° seawards 
from the original direction. Between the two mole heads the 
distance is 450 metres, and there is an available space of 410 
metres for large vessels drawing over seven metres. The super- 
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ficies of the basins, which are protected by the foregoing piers, is 
70 hectares (172°980 acres), of which area 46 hectares are con- 
tained in the northern basin, and 24 in the southern or “ Cala.” 
lf to this protected area one adds the $1 hectares which are 
exposed to wind and sea, the total area of water forming the 
Palermo harbour consists of 101 hectares, or say about 249 acres ; 
however, a large proportion of this area is still impracticable save 
for small coasting vessels of light draught, owing to the shallow- 
ness of the water. The total length of the northern mole is 
now 770 metres, and that of the southern mole 540. The plan 
adopted in the construction of the northern mole as far as the 
lighthouse was simply that of throwing down immense quantities 
of loose stones of various dimensions together with blocks of 
sandstone: this foundation was then covered and coped with 
compact calcareous blocks on which rests the masonry formin 
the walls and surface of the pier above water. The width of this 
part of the pier, available for mooring purposes, &c., is 184 metres, 
and the cost of this section was six million “scudi,” or about 
32,000,000 Italian lire. In fact this pier was always spoken of 
Jocally in former times as “la muraglia di pietre d’argento” 
(wall of silver stones}, In the second portion constructed, con- 
sisting of 155 metres, the foundations were formed by sinking 
natural blocks of compact calcareous rock, divided into five cate- 
gories, and varying in weight from 10 kilos. to 13 tons, and also 
artificial blocks, each measuring six cubic metres ; these founda- 
tions are 13 metres wide and are protected from the sea by a wall 
four metres high, which in its turn is supported and flanked b 
three rows or tiers of artificial blocks, two rows being of blocks 
composed of cement and a species of road metal (“ calcestruzzo ”) 
and measuring six cubic metres each, and one row of built-up 
blocks of masonry each measuring 10 cubic metres. In addition 
to the foregoing this mole is further protected to seaward by 
huge blocks of natural rock thrown in loose, and weighing from 
12 to 13 tons each. 

In the last and final portion of the mole, 130 metres long, the 
same system of construction has been followed and this part of 
the pier is similar to the second part above described, save that 
the width of the quay is reduced to 10 metres. There ure only 
two cranes on this mole, both worked by hand power ; the larger 
is the property of the Florio Rubattino SS. Co., and is capable of 
lifting 40 tons, whilst the smaller one can only lift 20 tons. The 
capabilities for the rapid discharging of vessels at this port are 
as yet most primitive and limited. 

The lighthouse is what is known in Italy as of the 5th order ; 
it has a fixed white light with an additional flash light at intervals 
of 2’, visible at 16 miles distance. 

In addition to the above principal lighthouse, red and green 
lights are shown on the mole heads, a red fixed light visible 4 
miles on the northern mole, and a green fixed light visible 3 miles 
on the southern mole head; these two lights serve to indicate 
the exact entrance to the harbour. 
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In order to render available the protected zones of water of the 
Palermo Harbour, dredging and rock excavating operations 
were commenced so far back as 1876 with the object of 
obtaining a uniform depth of 7 metres in both basins, the area to 
be excavated in the northern basin being 340 metres wide from 
the mole, and in the southern basin 168 metres. The entrance 
to the latter basin, or “Cala” is still rather exposed and difficult 
with certain winds; however, owing to the greater facilities and 
area of the other or northern side, nearly all the larger vessels 
moor there, consequently the inconvenience and insecurity of the 
“Cala” only affect the smallest craft and the coasting trade. 

The new quays of which one section will shortly be commenced 
will be provided with cranes and derricks, &c., for discharging 
cargo; sheds and storehouses will be built on them; the existing 
goods railway station will be greatly extended and tke lines will 
be continued all round the quays and along the new jetty. On the 
adjacent reclaimed land which will form a “ place” occupying an 
area of 80,000 square metres are to be built a “ Deposito Franco ” 
or bonded warehouse, ‘ Magazzini Generali” or storehouses, and 
a new Custom-house, which is much needed on the northern side 
of the port. It is also asserted {that the office of the captain of 
the Port will likewise be transferred to this point. 

Of the foregoing space 30,000 square metres will be assigned 
to the municipality for the sum of 400,000 lire, or say 16,000/., 
and they will have to undertake the construction of the “ Punto 
Franco ” and the warehouses for goods subject to “ octroi” dues. 

Altogether the area of the covered-in stores and sheds to be 
constructed will be 7,000 square metres with a frontage of 1,500 
metres. 

A project has been for some time before the authorities fur the 
construction of a dry dock at Palermo, and it is understood that 
some definite arrangement will shortly be arrived at. ‘Che site for 
the proposed dock is in the extreme north-east corner of the 
northern basin which is the most sheltered part of the harbour. 
The length of the. dock is to be 150 metres, and a short channel 
would have to be cut leading up to the site. 
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VI—THE INDIA-RUBBER INDUSTRY IN SOUTH 
AMERICA.* 


The world’s consumption of india-rubber has been growing so 
enormously during the past few years that the time does not seem 
to be far distant when the demand will exceed the supply. 
Already the difficulty of getting a sufficient quantity of rubber to 
meet current needs has led consumers to fear that there will 
be an early famine. One of the chief causes of this heavy increase 
in consumption is, of course, the employment of the material in 
the bicycle trade, and long before the limit has been reached in 
this direction another scope, that may be quite as wide and 
general, is being opened up in the use of pneumatic tyres upon 
vehicles of all descriptions. The United States is the largest 
consumer of india-rubber at the present moment, but that country 
is run pretty close by Great Britain. The other markets follow 
a long way behind, but the amount imported by France and 


Germany is a no mean proportion of the trade done in this 
material. It is certain that the threatened famine in india-rubber, 
ors more properly speaking, caoutchouc, would not be so imminent 
as it is now if the owners of the plantations in West Africa and 
elsewhere had been a Jittle less reckless in their method of tapping 
the trees. In order to more easily get at the milky juice it has 
long been the custom in West Africa, and in some of the South 
American States, to cut down the trees bodily, so that the 
collectors only secured one lot of caoutchouc from each tree 
instead of a large number of periodical yields. The prevalent 
idea that this policy was justified by the almost unlimited range 
of forests producing caoutchouc was very soon found to be 
groundless, and, now that it is too late to have any immediate 
effect upon the supply, stringent regulations have been made in 
many countries to prevent the cutting down of trees, and owners 
are going to a great deal of expense in laying out new plantations, 
which must, however, take several years before they come to 
maturity. In the meantime, efforts are being made to com- 
pensate for these limited supplies by producing artificial india- 
rubber, and several new processes have lately been brought 
out in France and Germany, though without as yet producing 
india-rubber of a suitable quality upon a commercial scale. 

The most obvious way of meeting the demand for this material 
is to give more attention to some of the other rubber-producing 
trees that are to be found in considerable quantities in South 
America and elsewhere. At the present moment French capitalists 
are trying to make profit out of the scarcity of india-rubber by 
utilising the balata, which for many years past has been employed 
upon a small scale for a variety of purposes. There are at least 


* « South American Journal,” September 7, 1895. 


| 
| 


Oct. 1895.] INDIA-RUBBER INDUSTRY IN SOUTH AMERICA. 387 


two descriptions of balata, the one white and the other red,{the 
latter being known in the English colonies as the “ bullet tree,” 
a corruption, uo doubt, of the native word “bolletrie.” The 
species being exploited in French Guiana is the Mimusops balata, 
a magnificent tree which is peculiar to all the Guianas. It 
attains a height of from 90 to LOO feet. The wood is very much 
sought after for cabinet-making on account of its beautiful 
colour, while it has also the property of resisting the depredations 
of insects. These merits are almost fatal to the existence of the 
tree as a rubber-producer, and in some of the South American 
States forests are being cut down without any regard to the 
profit that can be secured by tapping them in an intelligent 
manner. In Venezuela the tree is also to be found in great 
abundance, and, in point of fact, it grows very freely in the 
mountainous districts of the northern States of South America. 
Nevertheless, in British Guiana immense forests are found in the 
low-lying districts of swampy Canje. In a report on the balatas, 
published a little while ago by M. Hayes, a colonising agent, it 
was said that there was a sufficient expanse of forest in the 
Guianas to allow of the exploitation of rubber being carried on 
for centuries. It was, however, necessary that something should 


be done to prevent the wholesale destruction of the Mimusops 
balata, which would very soon disappear if allowed to be cut 
down indiscriminately for its wood, and one of the richest and 
most prolific resources of South America would thus be destroyed. 
In fact, both in Venezuela and in Dutch Guiana the trees are cut 
down with a view of collecting as much of the juice as possible, 
and in French Guiana the same process was for a long time 
employed. When the trees are thus felled circular cuts are made 
every 12 inches and receptacles are placed underneath to catch 
the juice. The bark is also sometimes removed from the tree 
and the juice extracted from it by presses, 

In British Guiana it is only allowed to tap the trees without 
felling them, and a similar restriction is now imposed in the 
neighbouring French colony. The English method of collecting 
the rubber is to make horizontal incisions half way round the 
tree and connect them with a vertical channel to allow of the fluid 
flowing down into the receptacle, but a better method is said to 
consist in cutting out rectangular pieces of bark from which the 
juice is extracted by presses. Alternate rectangles must of course 
be left on the trunk, and these can be removed at the next 
tapping when the exposed parts of the tree are sufficiently healed. 
To secure perfect vitality in the tree it iz preferable to only tap 
it over a third of its circumference every five years. If properly 
carried out the collection of balata rubber is a very profitable 
industry indeed. One traveller in French Guiana, who was 
accompanied by three men, collected 666 litres of juice in 119 
days which produced on coagulation 360 kilos of rubber. Had 
the men been able to give their time exclusively to the collection 
of rubber there is no doubt that the amount would have been 
doubled or trebled. It is, indeed, estimated that a single balata 
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will supply a kilo of rubber every year without suffering to any 
appreciable extent from the tapping. The system usually 
employed for securing coagulation is to pour the liquid into large 
shallow pans about four inches deep. A hard crust very soon 
forms at the surface, and this is removed to allow of another 
crust forming, and so on until the whole of the juice is solidified. 
The crusts are then hung on lines to dry. The balata rubber, 
though perhaps slightly inferior to caoutchouc for certain purposes, 
and notably as an insulating medium, is yet specially adapted for 
a great many uses, such as machinery belting, mackintoshes, 
surgical appliances, &c., and its merits are so far recognised that 
a considerable trade has grown up during the past two or three 
years in the Guianas. While the exports of balata rubber from 
British Guiana in 1881 were only 41,000 lbs., in 1889 they were 
no less than 363,480 lbs., and though the total fell in 1892-93 to 
237,450 lbs., the value has been rapidly increasing, and for the 
two years named was 20,605/. In Dutch Guiana the industry 
has not been carried on in such a systematic manner. Neverthe- 
less, two American companies are exploiting the balata on a large 
scale, and are sending the product to the United States. That 
the industry can be made a very profitable one is seen in the 
price paid for the rubber, which varies, in Paris, from 3 francs 
to 8 francs a kilo according to the quality. It is evident, 
therefore, that while industrial enterprise is under a cloud in 
South America it may be to the interests of capitalists to turn 
these balata resources to account, the more so as rubber is one of 
those rare things that are not likely to suffer depreciation to such 
an extent as to make its production unremunerative. 
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VIL—FRENCH COMMERCIAL MISSION TO CHINA. 


A despatch, dated September 20 last, has been reeeived from 
the Foreign Office, enclosing an extract from “ Le Petit Journal” 
of the 16th September last, of which the following is a transla- 
tion :— 

“The Mission for Commercial Exploration in China, organised 
by the Lyons Chamber of Commerce, left yesterday for Mar- 
sailles, whence it starts to-day (Sunday) on the Messageries 
steamer, the ‘ Salazie.’ 

‘This mission is composed of members nominated by the Lyons 
. Chamber of Commerce and of delegates from the more important 
Chambers of Commerce of France, invited by Lyons to take 
part in the enterprise. 

* The members nominated by the Chamber of Commerce of 
Lyons are M. Emile Rocher, French Consul, who commands the 
expedition, The Foreign Minister has been good enough to 
release M. Rocher from his regular consular duties for the time 
being. He has lived for five and twenty years in China and the 
extreme East, first as Agent of the Chinese Customs, then as 
Commissioner in Corea, then as Director of Customs in Tonquin, 
and, finally, as French Consul at Meng-tzé, in Yunnan. He 
is one of the persons in France, or in Europe, best acquainted 
with the regions which the missiun is to explore, regions which he 
himself has visited several times. He has a thorough knowledge 
of the Chinese language. 

“Under his direction are placed MM. Henri Brenier, secretary, 
Dr. Deblenne, Antoine, Duclos, Metral, Perre, and Sculfort. 
M. Perre is an engineer who has been specially charged to study 
the navigation of the Red River. These gentlemen have been 
selected from among the most distinguished pupils of the principal 
schools of the district, and besides their theoretical knowledge, 
have been practically in touch with industry and trade. The 
delegates from the other chambers of commerce are :—MM. Gros- 
jean, from Marseilles ; Raband, from Bordeaux; Vial, from Lille ; 
Waebs, from Roubaix ; and Rialt, from Roanne. 

“The various persons forming the mission have placed them- 
selves in relation with the syndical chambers, and with merchants 
and manufacturers, who have furnished each of them with the 
most detailed instructions. The Chamber of Commerce of 
Lyons has spared no pains in making them thoroughly com- 
prehend the nature of the important work on which they have 
set forth. 

“The main object of the mission consists in studying on the 
Spot, not merely in relation to the trade of Lyons, but in relation 
to that of the whole of France, the natural products, industries, 
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trade resources, and needs of the southern and central provinces of 
China, which are the richest and the most populous, in particular 
Yunnan, Szuchuan, and Kweichow. For this purpose they 
are to collect the greatest amount possible of exact, precise, and 
practical information of a kind such as to permit our countrymen 
to form fresh business relations and to develop our exports 
within those regions which the treaty of Shimonoseki and, since 
then, French diplomacy have opened to European influence. 

“ These provinces form, in a certain sense, from a geographical 
and economical point of view, a sort of prolongation of French 
Indo-Chinese possessions, A second object, accordingly, of the 
mission is to find out whether, by means of the Red River and 
by the roads which converge at Chung-King, by Yunnan-Fu, 
it would not be possible to divert towards our colony of Tonquin 
part at least of the immense trade which now takes the route of 
the Yang-tsé-Kiang, and has made Shanghai one of the greatest 
ports in the world. 

“The mission leaves, assured of the most complete good will and 
solicitude on the part of the Government, which, through the 
Foreign Minister, the Minister for Trade, and the Colonial 
Minister, has on repeated occasions assured the Lyons Chamber 
of Commerce of its thorough adhesion to its policy, and given it all 
the help that could be desired.” 
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VIIL—THE NEW TREATY PORT OF SHA-SHIH. 


A despatch, dated i7th September last, has been received from 
the Foreign Office, enclosing a report of Mr. Holland, Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Ichang, respecting the new treaty port of 
Sha-shib. 

This is one of the new ports lately opened to commerce, and is 
situated about 85 miles below Ichang. 

The probable site of the steamer anchorage at Sha-shih is just 
abreast of or immediately below the landing wharf for passengers, 
and it is proposed to erect the Custom-house close by. The line 
of junks moored to the banks at Sha-shih extends to a length 
of not less than four miles, which is, in itself, a practical proof of the 
commercial importance of the place, and it has always been 
regarded as a great distributing centre, though its own trade 
may be comparatively small. In the Customs Decennial Report 
for Ichang, 1891, Mr. Ludlow says: *Sha-shih being the 
* crossing point of two most important routes of commerce 
«in Central China, moving from west to east and from north 
*“ to south, and vice versd, Szuchuan native craft are thus 
“ always able to obtain return freights,” and again “ quite at the 
* end ofthe year asmall lot of Szuchuan opium was taken delivery 
“ of for conveyance to Sha-shih by native boat ; this was followed 
‘© by larger shipments, and may result in new and important develop- 
ment of the opium trade with the interior. Shipments to Sha-shih 
* are by far the speediest way of supplying Hunan, not to speak of 
** the vast tracks of country in Hupeh, for which Sha-shih has 
* been for years the distributing centre. It is said that nearly 
* 6,000 piculs of Szuchuan opium go to Sha-shih yearly by native 
channels.” 

There is a trade in cotton cloth manufactured in Sha-shih and 
exported to Szuchuan, and possibly Kueichow and Yunnan, 
which amounts to 2,000,000 taels a year, the annual likin revenue 
on it reaching 100,000 taels. It is reasonable to suppose that if 
both Sha-shih and Chungking are opened to steamer traffic, this 
cotton cloth trade alone would develop enormously. 

At Ching-chou-fu, about four miles inland from Sha-shih, there 
are already several large shops trading in kerosene oil, lamps, 
candles, matches, soaps, and all the foreign odds and ends that 
are to be seen in the large native shops in Shanghai. 

Concerning the position of Sha-shih, the most noticeable feature 
is the fact that it, together with the plain in which Ching-chou-fu 
is situated, lies below the level of the river, from which it is pro- 
tected by a huge embankment, which runs for miles above and 
below the town. The plain is richly cultivated with tobacco, 
beans, several kinds of melons and gourds, maize, and other vege- 
tables, and great damage and disaster would be brought about if 
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any break in the embankment should occur during the time of 
summer high water. Partly on account of this risk, but chiefly 
because such low-lying ground cannot be healthy, neither the 
town of Sha-shih nor the ground adjoining could in any way be 
recommended as a residence for foreigners. Both above and below 
the town the ground rises gradually from the river to the 
embankment, and descends rather abruptly on the other side. 
The town itself is much like other native towns of its size, the 
population being estimated at 87,000, or double that of Ichang. 
The inhabitants have generally had a name for dislike of foreigners, 
but when the port is opened there will be, doubtless, great improve- 
ment in that respect. There are no hills immediately near Sha- 
shih, and it is to be feared it will be a somewhat unhealthy place’; 
stress should therefore be laid on the simple sanitary precaution 
of living above the town if possible, especially as foreign resi- 
dents of Sha-shih, like those of Ichang, will be dependent for their 
water supply on the river, and in Ichang a chronic affliction of 
diarrhoea, sometimes amounting to dysentery, has been traced to 
the use of cooking ard drinking water drawn from the river, which 
is polluted by sewage, not so much from the town as from the 
envrmous boat population. 
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IX.—NEW RAILWAYS IN JAPAN.* 


’The Belgian Vice-Consul at Yokohama reports that railway 
construction in Japan, interrupted for a time by the war, has 
again come to the front since the conclusion of the peace with 
China. <A sum of 25,000,000 yen has already been voted for the 
construction of a double line from Tokio to Kobé ; this line is 
376 ‘English niles long, and passes through the commercial and 
industrial centres of Japan—Yokohama, Kyoto, Osaka, and 
Kobé. 

The Japanese people take a great interest in the extension 
of their railway system. Before the war, companies were 
being formed to take up the railways run by the Government, 
but when war was declared it was feared that the loans issued for 
the struggle with China, and floated in the interior of the country, 
would impede the circulation of capital and absorb all the 
resources of Japan and, in consequence, at the close of last year, 
the construction of most of the new lines was suspended for a 
time. 

When it was seen that the war would probably not have any 
serious effect on the trade and finance of Japan, commerce 
and industry received a new wnpetus before the conclusion of 
hostilities, and now this activity is seen in the construction of 
railways, numerous lines being projected in different parts of the 
Empire. Official figures state that in March 1895 there were in 
Japan 29 railway companies which had obtained concessions ; 
the total length of line belonging to them was then 2,193 miles, 
of which, however, only 1,549 miles had been opened for traffic. 
The State railways are not very important, comprising only 
580 miles of line completed and 398 miles in course of construction, 
and for which funds have been voted. The total capital of the 
29 coiipanies above mentioned is 89,643,000 yen, and that of the 
Government lines is 56,554,000 yen. Some of the companies 
have not as yet opened any line ; these are the following : — Hatsusi, 
Naniwa, Dogo, Nanyo, Ota, Boso, Nara, and Hasha. Their total 
capital is 4,900,000 yen. 

Nine other companies have only a part of their lines in working 
order, the subscribed capital not having been yet all paid up, 
these are the Nippon, Sanyo, Kyushin, Chikoku, Kwansai, 
Osaka, Jyo, Asume, and Hantau companies. The remainder, 
viz., the Sanaki, Kobu, Panko, Ryomo, Hankai, Settsu, Hashiro, 
Sangu, Sano, Tobu, and Kawage Companies work all their lines 
for which concessions have been obtained. The capital of these 
11 companies amounts to 13,265,000 yen. 

The companies which have been seeking concessions have a com- 
bined capital of 40,000,000 yen, and some of them have latterly 


* « Bulletin du Musée Commercial.” 


$94 NEW RAILWAYS IN JAPAN. (Oct. 1995- 


published the clauses and conditions of their “ cahiers des charges” 
as weil as notices of tender for plant and rolling stock. At the 
same time they do not make it an affair of open competition, but 
apply a restricted system, accepting only tenders from accredited 
manufacturers and agents. 

In order that a business house or factory should be accredited, 
the goods that they supply must have been “ proved,” that is, the 
manufacturer or agent must have proved the value of his goods 
in Japan itself, unless he can produce certificates of a kind 
as to dispense with such proof. For not wishing to conform to 
this custom, certain establishments have lost several large orders 
for Japan. It is quite difficult to get a footing in the Japanese 
market, but once obtained, the clientéle is stableenough. English 
firms have found means of adapting their interests to Japanese 
demands, and thus almost monopolise the orders for the material 
for State railways. 

As it is, the “cahiers des charges” of the State and of the 
companies are communicated regularly to certain merchants and 
representatives of foreign manufactories, a system which has not 
been in force long, as, a short time ago one single English firm 
it is stated transacted all the business connected with the Japanese 
State railways. This kind of monopoly was resisted, and finally 
it was decided to distribute the tenders among several firms of 
different nationalities. Up to now, however, no country has 
succeeded in ousting Great Brita from her position as furnisher 
of railway plant and rolling stock. 
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‘X.—_THE CINCHONA PLANTATIONS OF MADRAS. 


The Revenue Department of the Government of Madras have 
issued a report by Mr. M. A. Lawson, Government Botanist and 
Director of Government Cinchona Plantations, on the receipts, 
expenditure, and general condition of the plantations. From 
the report, which is dated 10th June 1895, and which deals with 
the Dodabetta, Nedivattam, and Pykara estates, it appears that 
the season during the past year was unusually dry, the rainfall on 
the Dodabetta estate being 26°85 inches, and on the Nedivattam 
estate 13°79 inches Jess than that gauged in the previous year; 
but the exceptionally dry season does not seem to have affected 
the crops to any appreciable degree, the output of bark on the 
three estates having been 125,557 lbs., which, added to the 
amount in stock at the beginning of the year, made a total stock 
of 393,701 lbs,: of this quantity 198,572 lbs. were disposed of 
during the year, leaving in stock in the store-houses at the com- 
menucement of 1895, 195,129 lbs. 

The Dodabetta estate has greatly improved, and the estimated 
annual output of bark, viz., 100,000 Ibs., is double the quantity 
harvested in former years. This satisfactory result is to be 
attributed to deep trenching, deep digging and heavy manuring. 
Where the soil is poor, weeds have been sown and manured, and 
these weeds being dug in every year have greatly decreased the 
poverty of the soil. Fifty-one thousand pounds of dried crown 
bark were taken from this estate during the year, an amount 
which could easily have been doubled had the extra quantity 
been required. The several plots known as the “ Picnic ground,” 
and consisting of about 40 acres, have not now been barked for 
many years; the trees upon it are very fine, very healthy, and 
are of a uniform variety. All other varieties or species have 
been uprooted, and it is from the best trees in the centre of this 
ground that the seed is taken which is required for the several 
estates; this means that a pure strain of the very best sort of 
the crown barks is ensured. The plants raised from this seed 
are undoubtedly more vigorous in their growth than those 
raised from hybrids, the latter having greatly deteriorated during 
the last 12 years. Nevertheless, it cannot be affirmed that the 
plants raised even from these carefully-nursed trees are nearly so 
vigorous or long lasting as those raised from seed taken from 
the same trees 12 or 15 years ago, and it would therefore be 
very desirable if Government could procure a fresh supply of 
seed from South America. 

The Nedivattam estate, the most difficult of all to deal with, 
owing to the great tnixture of varieties which were originally 
planted out upon it, is not doing so well as had been hoped for, 
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though for no fault or want of care on the part of the superin- 
tendent. All the new plantations have been deeply trenched, 
and dug, and heavily manured, and yet in many plots the trees 
do not show the same satisfactory growth as is visible on the 
Dodabetta estate. This appears attributable to two causes: First, 
most of the new plantings consisted of crown hybrids raised from 
Dodabetta seed (and these, as has been said above, have much 
deteriorated). Secondly, the land en which the trees have been 
planted was second-hand land, so to speak ; that is to say, it was 
land upon which cinchona had been grown before. The plan now 
adopted on this estate is as follows :—When a plot is cleared, the 
trees are cut down but not uprooted, and the ground is not 
meddled with for two or three years; by this time the stools of 
the trees have thrown up shoots three or four feet in height, and 
the ground is also covered with a dense growth of weeds. The 
land is then pitted, but the weeds surrounding the pits are not 
disturbed. The .shoots afford shade and shelter to the young 
plants, and the weeds conserve and add to the nutritious properties 


of the soil. If the weeds are entirely removed, and the whole 
land kept perfectly clean, what little organic matter is left on the 
surface of the soil is burnt up during the hot weather, and the 
nitrogenous matter and all soluble salts are washed out of the soil 
during the rains, the result being that the land is left miserably 
poor. The Pykara plantation has greatly improved during the 
last 10 years. The trees on it are for the most part of a good 
sort, crown and crown hybrids, and all the young plantations have 
been deeply cultivated and manured. There are still patches of 
red bark here and there, upon the plantatation, and there is a con- 
siderable area which was planted up 12 years ago with Nedivattam 
hybrids. ‘The trees on these plots will in due course be replaced 
with pure Cinchona officinalis ; a small portion on a barren ridge 
has been abandoned for the present, as it is hoped that it may 
recuperate if left fallow for some years. 

The manufacture of quinine and febrifuge in the factory at 
Nedivattam was carried on almost continuously during the past 
year. 4,770 lbs. of sulphate of quinine, end 1,756 lbs. of febri- 
fuge were turned out during the 12 months, of which 3,631 lbs. 
of quinine and 3,956 lbs. of febrifuge were sold during the same 
time leaving, together with previous amcunts in stock, 4,984 lbs, 
of quinine and 1,946 lbs. of febrifuge on hand at the beginning 
of 1895. It is estimated that the value of the quinine, febrifuge, 
and other drugs manufactured at the factory during the past year 
would amount to 84,740 rupees. 
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XI.—PETROLEUM IN ASSAM.* 


An Assistant Commissioner in the Jaintia hills appears to 
have found petroleum in a variety of places extending over 
large areas in that region. These discoveries, though interesting 
from a geological point of view, are not (and are not likely 
to be) of any commercial value to the present generation, inasmuch 
as in the first place the oil exudations are but “blossoms,” that 
is, leakages from the main reefs and their offshoots, which ramify 
in all directions like the tentacles of an octopus, mostly to the 
south, but are worth following up all the same. The localities in 
which these blossoms occur have no communication with the few 
roads in the hills, so that, were there any likelihood of their con- 
taining a large supply, which occasionally happens, they, in 


themselves, are almost valueless, for it would not pay to distil 


what comes from them for the two-fold reasons that the quantity 
cannot be depended on, and the greater portion of the volatile 
properties (such as kerosine) bas evaporated during the passage 
through the various strata. This leakvge oil could not be had in 
sufficient amount to pay for carriage as a lubricant, so the only 
use to which it could be put would be for protecting wood from 
attacks of insects. Following up these blossoms in the perfunc- 
tory manner that has been done is not likely to be of much use, 
except to lead to the main reef, though such investigations need 
some little geological knowledge to deal with faults which, from 
the violent upheaval that took place throughout this mountain 
range in the first place, and subsequent convulsions in the second, 
have produced dislocations in endless variety, rendering orthodox, 
geological conclusions of little use. 

“Tt would hardly be possible to begin prospecting from 
the granite hanging wall, for the mountains rise towards it, 
but if the ravines leading up from the plains were thoroughly 
examined, it is just possible that fountains might be struck 
by horizontal boring. This idea is opposed to all preconceived 
notions, and it has been objected that one might tap a spring 
which it would be impossible to control, but if the probing 
operations were conducted with caution, and the contents of the 
sludge carefully analysed from time to time, there need be little 
fear of this. In fact, there are one or two places in the Jaintia 
hills where the neighbouring ravines show the strata to run direct 
to the granite, and this would justify experimental borings. In 
one place the oil exudes through the sand of a mountain stream, 
and an enthusiastic explorer gave it as his opinion that, if the sand 
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were got rid of, a lake of the mineral would be discovered; on 
examining the locality it was found, however, that the oil came 
* « Capital,” Calcutta, August 20, 1895. 
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from an overflow pine miles inland, at which point all trace dis- 
+ ear until a cross-cutting rift, in the hills was explored, 
showing the carboniferous shale which was a tentacle from the 
main reef, theoretically defined to be about 600 ft. above the 
level of the plains. 

“The offshoot rested throughout upon a solid bed of lauren- 
tine, through which the oil could not sink, and thus flowed 
down the easy declivity from the presumed main reef to the plains, 
where the rock formation dipped suddenly. The mineral was 
spread over a rather large area floating down the stream and 
leading the first explorer to infer that the source of supply was 
close at hand, It may be laid down as a rule that each petroleum 
indication must form a study in itself, and as far as possible the 
explorer should clear his mind from what may have led to success 
in other countries. Our supply of oil comes from one of the first 
deposits of strata in the earth’s crust, and, as far as has been ascer- 
tained, is a distillation from later carboniferous deposits, but in 
regard to the Assam reefs, the reservoirs have not only been 
violently lifted up by the usual internal forces, but a solid bottom 
of impervious rock has been formed beneath them ; thus the pro- 
cess of creation is still in action, the heat beneath the lower coal 
and allied measures producing a constant filtering down, which 
condension, by the greater heat still lower, turns into what we 
know as crude petroleum. It is thus necessary to take stock of 
all geological surroundings ere jumping to the hasty conclusion 
that a mere “blossom” indicates the presence of a fountain, 
spring, or well near at hand, and a little careful study is necessary 
to prevent mistakes, All essays on petroleum enterprise are worth 
studying if one is capable of sifting the chaff from the wheat ; but 
hitherto explorers have in most cases proved themselves unable to 
do this, and the erroneous dogmatic assertions and deductions of 
scientists, especially of late years, in India and Burma, have been 
too glaring to dwell upon. 

“The petroleum industry in India has prospects before it that 
should command general ‘public support, but a good deal depends 
upon those into whose hands the development falls.” 
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XII.—TRADE OF THE NIGER COAST PRO- 
TECTORATE. 


A despatch, dated September 18th last, has been received from 
the Foreign Office, enclosing a copy of the Customs Report of 
the Niger Coast Protectorate from April 1, 1894, to March 31, 
1895. 

Sir Claude Macdonald, Her Majesty’s Consul-General for the 
Niger Coast Protectorate, in a note on the above report, remarks 
that there has been during the past financial year a considerable 
falling off in exports and imports from the previous year. The 
falling off in the value of exports amounts to 188,9912, and in the 
value of imports to 189,468/, while a corresponding falling off in 
revenue to the amount of 51,794/. has taken place. 

In comparing the past (third) year with the first (1892-93), the 
decrease in exports is not so marked, amounting, however, to 
18,402/., while there is an increase in the value of imports 
amounting to 9,975/., and an increase in duties collected to the 
amount of 20,7311. 

From inquiries amongst experienced European and native 
traders, it appears that the oil season of 1894 was one of the 
worst on record; the native traders who are in touch with the 
producers state, amongst other reasons, that a severe epidemic of 
small-pox raged at the markets, and also that the year’s oil crop 
was very much damaged by locusts. The small-pox, doubtless, 
has had something to do with the slackness of trade, for some of 
the districts, notably New Calabar, Brass, and the Upper Cross 
River, have been more than decimated by this scourge. In 
addition to the above, trade in Europe generally was very slack, 
and the price of oil and African produce ruled very low. 

The year 1893-94, which showed a total trade of nearly 
2,000,000/., and during which duties to the amount of 169,219. 
were collected, was an abnormally flourishing one. Under present 
fiscal rates and conditions of trade, the average revenue of the 
Protectorate should amount to about 120,000 a year. As has 
been frequently pointed out, the principal and indeed only export 
of the Protectorate worthy of the name is at present the fruit of 
the palm Elais Guiniensis, either in the form of the oil which is 
extracted from it by the natives, or the kernel of its stone from 
which a finer oil is extracted by machinery in Europe. The duty 
of the Administration is, without doubt, to encourage in every 
way the development of other producte which nature may have 
already bestowed upon the country, and also the cultivation of new 
ones suitable to its soil and climate. From a report of the 
Curator of the Botanical Gardens at Calabar it may be seen that 
every effort is being made in this direction, and that the more 
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intelligent natives are gradually becoming alive to the desirability 
of not relying upon one article of export only. It must, however, 
be remembered that the palm oil trade has been in existence in 
these territories since ihe suppression of the export slave trade, 
which it replaced now nearly 50 years ago, and that in a great 
measure it is interwoven with the very lives of the bulk of the 
people ; the difficulty, therefore, of turning their attention to 
the collection of other products which exist, or to the cultivation 
of new and valuable ones which may be made to exist, must be 
experienced to be appreciated. 

In the Warri, Quo Ibo, and Calabar districts, coffee and 
cocoa plantations have been started by the European firms 
engaged in the pslm-oil trade, and these in time may prove 
remunerative. 

Turning to the imports it will be seen that the value of 
dutiable imports for the year under consideration amounts to 
231,563/.,, yielding Customs duties to the amount of 117,423/,, 
while the value of free imports was 739,864/. 

The imports taxed are spirituous liquors, gunpowder, guns, 
tobacco, and salt; all other imports are free and there is no ad 
valorem or export duty of any kind ; the three principal sources 
of revenue are gin and Geneva, 61,416/.; rum, 29,782/.; and 
tobacco, 16,835/; then some considerable way behind, gun- 
powder, 5,121/.; guns, 860/.; and salt, 1,4782. 

The value of the imports to the Protectorate from the United 
Kingdom maintained as usual its ascendancy over other countries, 
and formed about 78 per cent. of the total. A new feature is 
observed in the opening up of trade with Sweden to the value 
of 7611. 

The export trade consisted of native manufactures and produce 
and the manufactures of foreign countries. The latter were 
goods returned by merchants, either being unsuited to the 
markets of the Protectorate or on account of their having 
deteriorated. In some instances, however, they were goods 
exported to other parts of the coast for consumption. 
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XIII.—THE CONDITION OF NYASSALAND.* 


The establishment of the British Protectorate in Nyassaland . 
has aimed a death-blow at the slave trade, and, opened out to 
Eurepean colonisation a country whose natural advaitages are 
enormous. Roads have been laid down in the impenetrable jungle 
where before only a few rough native paths were worn by porters, 
walking in single file, or by the weary feet of miserable slaves, 
driven for miles down to the river. Now a series of admirable 
roads are in process of construction; the streams are being bridged 
over; a postal service is in existence, not only throughout the 
Protectorate, but down to the Congo Free State; and a telegraph 
line is being constructed, and will shortly be c.mpleted through 
from Blantyre across the Shiré and Zambesi rivers. 

The advantages of the country are a rich soil, an abundant 
water supply, and the healthy climate of a lirge portion of it. 
Its great value, compared with surrounding places, lies in the 
preponderance of high land over low\swampy country. The 
result of this elevation is a far cooler clitnate than would otherwise 
be found so near the Equator. In the Shiré Highlands and 
parts of the beautiful Mlange district even in the hot season the 
heat is never oppressive, and it is bracingly cold in the cold 
season. Down in the plains there are of vourse unhealthy and 
malarious districts, but, as a rule, the nights are cool all the year 
round, while from May to August they are quite cold, and hoar 
frost is often seen in the early mornings. Nyassaland is, on the 
whole, a well-watered country, of running streams, lakes, and 
mighty rivers. Most of the streams are perennial, only a few 
drying up during the hot season. Thus, by an exceedingly well- 
developed system of irrigation, a continual succession of crops is 
secured by the more advanced natives. 

Most of the villages of Nyassaland are perched on rocky 
heights; their aspect is unif:rm, and having seen one, you have 
seen them all, They are hedged round with palisades, inside 
which is a mass of from 50 to 100 huts with low dvors. The 
people are not exacting in their requirements, and these dark 
abodes contain only a few large clay jars for the grain from which is 
made the porridge forming the staple food of the country: this is 
eaten with relishes, such as cucumbers, mushrooms, chillies, nuts, 
or honey from wild bees ; a fowl or kid is added on feast days to 
the simple meal, while the eggs of a sitting hen which has died 
are not dexpised, age rather adding to the relish with which they 
areeaten. From the rafters of each hut hang the shields, assegaia, 
guns, and poisoned arrows that are so deadly, and when night 
comes on the beds, consisting merely of a grass mat, wooden 


* Based on a series of articles published in the “ Times of India.” 


401 


402 THE CONDITION OF NYASSALAND. [Oct. 1895. 


pillow, anda blanket of bark fibre, are spread on the earthen 
floor. 

There is great hope for the Yaos, the principal tribe in Nyassa- 
land, when once they have made up their minds that the white 
man must be master, and even now they are beginning to show 
signs of improvement and some degree of civilisation, for two of 
‘the Central African Missions, the Church of Scotland, and the 
Universities Mission, have already gained some influence over this 
difficult and stubborn people. With the other tribes the progress 
seems very real. In Mlange, which formerly was on the great 
slave route to Quilimane, the improvement is quite apparent. 
Fort Lister is surrounded by acres and acres of fertile, well- 
watered country, sloping down to the plain, covered by a swarm 
of thriving villages. A great deal of the country is laid out in 
coffee plantations, and there is an enormous and increasing demand 
for labour on these. The supply of skilled labour increases 
proportionately with the knowledge that the whites pay well, and 
people come for miles to get work on estates, where they know 
that they will be well treated and regularly paid. The country 
is settled, and the crops are good, owing to an unfailing monsoon, 
perennial streams, and a, singularly perfect system of irrigation. 
A feeling of security and content is also apparent, and where 
only four years ago the timid people were afraid to stir out of their 
villages for fear of being cast into slavery, they now walk the 
length and breadth of the Jand without fear, and evince an 
ever-gruwing confidence in their protectors, the British, With 
their prosperity the wants of the people have increased. Three 
years ago a few yards of cotton cloth were all sufficient for this 
simple race. Now no young man thinks himself a man till he 
is in possession of boots, a turban, and a coat cut like that of his 
model, the Sikh ; in fact, as far as his external appearance is 
concerned, the savage of yesterday has become the Sikh of to-day, 
and this improvement is not merely on the outside. With 
the improved condition has come a greater manliness and bold- 
ness, and a vast improvement in manners. A year’s contact with the 
Europeans and with the Sikh, who has been a great educational 
factor in Central Africa, has made a man of the cringing savage, 
With the Sikhs the people are on the best of terms. The natives 
look up with enormous reverence to these fine Indian warriors, 
who in their turn treat the “ Junglies,” as they are pleased to call 
them, with a friendliness that is a mixture of good humour and 
kindliness and some condescension. A new language, the most 
extraordinary under the sun, has sprung up in Nyassaland in the 
footsteps of our Indian soldiers, in which they talk to the natives, 
who understand it perfectly, although it has neither grammar, 
dictionary, nor vocabulary. It is a strange combination of Hin- 
dustani, Swahili, Yao, and Chinganba, with a great many English 
words thrown in; and this marvellous Indo-African tongue is 
understood perfectly by both natives and Sikhs, who hold long 
conversations in it with the best results. 
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Money there is none in Central Africa, nor do the people of 
Nyassaland make use of cowries, like so many others of the “ Dark 
Continent.” Cotton cloth is the medium of currency-—white Man- 
chester calico, worth about 4d. a yard. Half a yard of this com- 
modity will buy a meal of vegetables and banana flour, this latter 
a most nutritious food, made by drying peeled banaras in the sun, 
and then when they are like brown sticks, pounding them into a 

eculiarly light and digestible flour, which, boiled with milk, 
is both appetising and nutritious, and so light that it can be taken 
in severe illness, when anything else but milk might be fatal. 
For eight yards of calico a man will work for a month, or carry 
a heavy load on his head for days across country. On the coffee 
estates the coolies get: eight yards as their month’s pay, and one 
yard a week extra, or food allowance, if they come from a distance. 
This calico is a somewhat bulky medium of exchange, as those 
who have travelled in the interior and carried bales of cotton cloth 
with them everywhere can testify. 

Coffee-planting, although still in its infancy, may be locked 
upon as the chief cause and support of our prosperity in Central 
Africa. Nyassaland coffee last year fetched the highest price in 
the London market. The prospects of the industry in British 
Central Africa are excellent at present, and it will have a 
great future, when more capital has found ‘its way into the 
country. Even now, compared with coffee-pianting in India, its 
cultivation in Nyassaland offers advantages to the planter. The 
conditions of the country would seem to be admirably suited to 
the plant. There is an abundance of running water, which is an 
absolute necessity for the washing process, in all the coffee districts, 
the fertile slopes of the Shiré Highlands and Mlange are covered | 
with a rich soil containing every element necessary for healthy 
growth, and as yet the coffee disease has not made its way into 
the interior, although it has appeared on the coast of German 
East Africa and in Natal. 

The greatest advantage of coffee-planting in Central Africa is 
the abundance of cheap local labour. Plantation work is very 
popular with the natives who live in the neighbourhood of coffee 
estates, while now that the country is quiet, people will come on 
foot for hundreds of miles to obain work. Under their capitaos 
er native maestries, many of whom come from a curious little 
colony of Mahomedans on the Lake, the coolies are admirable 
workers, steady, willing, industrious, and extremely cheap, 3s. 6d. 
a month being the cost of each adult male cooly to the planter. 
Tand of course is also excessively cheap; and a plantation cleared 
in May is planted the following December, the planter getting his 
first crops at the beginning of the third year, while in the fourth 
he may reasonably hope for a large return to his labour. At 

resent only the washing and pulping is ‘done in the country, 
but some energetic planters have already set on foot plans for 
importing all the necessary machinery, and this will shortly be 
set up at Torona. At present the porterage is the difficulty. 
Parts of the Shiré above Chiromo are unnavigable, and now the 
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whole of the exports and imports of Central Africa are carried 
on the heads of native porters, some 10,000 natives being engaged 
in the transport of goods. 

They are, however, difficult to obtain, though cheap. The 
great want of the coffee planter is a railway from Chiromo to 
Blantyre; and it is easy to understand that those who have had 
the fruits of years of waiting and toil, detained perhaps for six 
months on the Shiré bank waiting for coolies, would gladly pay 
double to ensure their safe and speedy transport by rail. It is in 
fact a matter of life and death to the planter to get his produce 
out of the country before the heavy rains set in in November. 
It will, however, not be long before this dream is realised, as a 
company has already been formed, and a railway will shortly be 
laid down from Chiromo to Blantyre, which, it is hoped, will soon 
be extended to Matope, higher up the river. 

The Shiré Highlands, with Blantyre and the Mlange districts, 
are at present the chief seats of coffee-planting, and both are 
admirably adapted for colonisation, being over 5,000 ft. in altitude, 
while parts of Mlange reach 10,000 ft. The upper Mlange plateau 
is very wet, with a rainfall of nearly 75 inches ; otherwise the 
climate is perfection as regards temperature, and very bracing, 
The S.W. plateau has the makings of an ideal sanatarium, Its 
clear air and exhilarating climate would give new life to the visitor 
from the heated plains, and its acres of rolling grass land afford 
excellent pasturage for horses, cattle, and sheep. Many European 
vegetables will grow there. It would, in short, be a favoured hill 
station, which would eclipse any in India (except perhaps Ootaca- 
mund) eurrounded as it would be by breezy downs, and with a 
splendid natural race-course and polo-ground, obtainable within 
two days of Blantyre. 

There are, however, some difficulties to be overcome as regards 
Central African coffee-planting. The coffee shrub, although a 
native of Africa, is not found wild in Nyassaland, and does not 
grow there as yet as it should, and as it grows in Ceylon. In 
Central Africa the tree at its first bearing produces an enormous 
crop of berries on the horizontal branches, but these then die off, 
and the tree, though it increases in height, bears very little more. 
It is then cut down, and at least two years must ensue before the 
new shoots make their appearance on the old roots. It is, how- 
ever, hoped that by some new process of pruning or manuring the 
coffee tree may in time give secondary branches which would 
rapidly increase the profits. The Nyassaland coffee, strange to 
say, was introduced into the country from Scotland by Mr. 
Buchanan, C.M.G., who brought a small plant from the Botanical 
Gardens at Edinburgh. From this plant, which is still in 
existence in the mission grounds at Blantyre, all the trees in 
Nyassaland are descended. 

The cultivation of the cocoanut palm is capable of great 
development in Central Africa. The tree was first introduced into 
the country by the Sultan of Marimba, our friend and ally, 
Jumbé, who planted it on the north shores of the Lake, where it 
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thrives well. It is a mistake to suppose that the cocoanut palm 
requires sea air for its well-being. This is proved by the great 
success of Jumbé’s venture. All that the tree requires is the 
presence of certain salts in the soil, and these are found on the 
Shiré river and on the shores of Lake Nyassa Another im- 
portant export of the Protectorate is raphia, or as it is known in 
the London market, where there isa great demand for it, “ raffia ” 
fibre. The magnificent raphia palm contributes greatly to the 
beauty of Nyassaland, growing in rich luxuriance on the 
banks of tie streams. Any industry that tends to destroy the 
beauty of this splendid tree should be discouraged, but it has 
been found that the lower fronds can be stripped of their fibre 
without any injury to the growth. The raphia palm does not 
attain the height of the cocoanut palm, though it far exceeds 
it in beauty and luxuriance. Its leaves are pinnated, each 
leaf containing some 150 pinne from four to five feet long. 
The under part of these pinnz is covered with a yellow pelli- 
cule, which, when stripped off, constitutes the fibre. This is 
half an inch broad, and can be woven into the finest threads. 
With white native silk as the woof, and this raphia fibre as the 
warp, a lovely dress material like the finest poplin is manufactured 
in the country. It is also used in horticulture to tie up vines, as 
moisture does not affect it. But, from the increasing demand for 
it at home, it is evident that it has other uses, which are some 
trade secret. 

The splendid forests of Nyassaland furnish a great deal of 
durable timber, and ebony of good quality is found in several 
places. The landolphia is found in nearly all the forests, and 
yields excellent india-rubber, which the natives collect in a 
curious way. They remove all their garments, and smearing the 
whole of their bodies with the thick white sap that flows when 
the stem is pricked, they wait till it coagulates, when they strip 
it oft. This Nyassaland india-rubber, when properly prepared, 
and not, as is often the case, made into rough balls and mixed 
with water, clay, and twigs, has fetched as much as 2s. 3d. per 
pound in the market. The valuable oil palm is found in several 
places, and if it were cultivated all over the well-watered parts of 
the country below 4,000 ft. in altitude, it would prove a great 
source of wealth. A remarkable feature of the Central African 
forests are the magnificent cedars, which grow on the Mlange 
plateau. The wood is largely used in the Protectorate, and takes 
a beautiful polish. Rice was introduced into Nyassaland by the 
Arabs, who cultivate it wherever they found a settlement. It is 
of the finest quality and grows well on the shores of the Lake and 
on the Shiré. Orange and lime trees, pineapples, figs, guavas, 
and strawberries have been introduced into the country with great 
success, as have most Kuropean vegetables, which thrive very 
well. In fact it may be said that the great range of temperature 
over British Central Africa favours the cultivation of nearly all 
the products of the temperate, sub-tropical and tropical regions. 
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As regards minerals, Nyassaland is rich in iron ore, which is 
smelted and worked by the natives. Near most villages of the 
iron-producing districts we find the primitive Nyassa forge for 
smelting iron. This is done with inflated skins, a clay blow-pipe, 
and a charcoal fire, and the instruments are filled by pulling the 
skin backwards and forwards. The natives make all their own 
weapons and knives with the iron found in the mountains, Coal 
has also been discovered on the north-west shores of the Lake, 
and years ago Arabs came upon copper in the eastern mountains. 
No gold has yet been found in Nyassaland, but experts are of 
opinion that the country is auriferous, and think that if prospect- 
ing were undertaken, Nyassaland would prove to be far wealthier 
than is at present supposed. 

There are, of course, at present very few so-called townships 
in Nyassaland. These are Chiromo, on the Shiré, Blantyre, the 
capital of the Shiré Highlands, Fort Herald, Fort Jolinston, and 
Fort Lister. Of these Blantyre is the most advanced. It is a 
picturesque little settlement of some 30 European houses in the 
centre of the coffee-planting district, surrounded by plantations, 
and beautifully situated beneath the hills in a well-wooded country. 
The climate is remarkably healthy. 

There are difficulties which seriously impede the progress of 
colonisation in Nyassaland. First and foremost among these is 
the unhealthiness of portions of the country for cattle and horses. 
Horses die of the fatal lung sickness, and they and the cattle 
from eating certain poisonous plants that spring up at the com- 
mencement of the rains. Then there is the belt of tsetse fly, fatal 
to all quadrupeds which come from without. It is a small grey 
fly, like an ordinary horse-fly, with crossed wings, and is the curse 
of the country. Were it not for the tsetse fly the difficulties of 
colonisation and of extirpating the slave trade would be lightened 
a thousandfold, and the whole country kept under control by a 
few troops of mounted police. Fortunately it never appears in 
the hills or near the rivers, so that horses can be brought by 
boat up to Katunga. The following belt of country is also free 
from them, so that horses can likewise be taken in safety by that 
route to the Shiré Highlands, 
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XIV.—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF THE BAHAMAS. 


The following is a statement of the rates of Customs duty 
now leviable on the imports of merchandise into the Bahamas :—- 


Table of Duties. 


Article. Duty. 


Alcohol, per proof gallon, according to Sykes’ nppeamapine ~ 

Ale and porter (in wood), per gallon - - 

Do. (in bottles), quarts, per dozen - - 

Apples, per barrel - - - 

Beans and peas, per bushel - - - 

Biscuit and bread (common), per barrel - - - 

De. (fancy), 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Brandy, per gallon - - 

Butter, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Cabbages, per 100 - - - 

Candles, sperm, per 100 lbs. - - - - 

Do., tallow, per 100 lbs. - - - - 

Cattle (cows, bulls, and oxen), “—m - - - 

Cheese, per 100 Ibs. - - 

Cider, 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Cigars, per 100 - - - - - 

Cocoa (in bean), per 100 Ibs. - - - ~ 

Coffee, raw, per 100 Ibs. ~ ~ - - 

Do., roasted or prepared, per 100 Ibs. 

Copper and yellow metal, in ener: copper and composition bolts ana 
nails, per 100 Ibs. - - 

Corn, per bushel - - - - - 

Corn meal, per barrel . - - - 

Dogs, each - - 

Fish, dried or salted, per 100 Ibs. ~ - 

Do., pickled (salmon, herrings, and all other kinds), 25 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

Flour, wheat, and rye, per barrel 3s., and 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

Gin, per proof gallon, to Sykes! 

Goats, each - 

Gunpowder, per lb. - - - 

Hay, per 100 lbs. - - - 

Horses, colts, and fillies, each - - - 

Hominy, per ‘barrel 

Hulks and materials of vessels, 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

Lard, lard compound, and onan, per lb. - - 

Lumber, per 1,000 feet - 

Do., dressed or grooved and tongned, per 1,000 feet - 

Meat, fresh, on ice, per 100 Ibs. - - 

Do., salted or cured, pér 100 Ibs. - - - 

Molasses and cane syrup, per galloa - - 

Mules and asses, each - - 

Nails, of iron, of all kinds, per 100 = - - - 

Oats and bran, per bushel - - 

Oils, kerosene, per gallon - - 

Do., linseed, and other unenumerated, per gallon - - 

Do., olive, sperm, lard, per gallon 

Do., essential, 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Pitch and tar, per barrel - - - - 

Potatoes and onions, per barrel - 
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Soap, common washing, per 100 Ibs. - - . 
Sugar, unrefined, per 100 lbs. - - - 

Do., refined, per 100 
Swine, each 

Tea, per Ib. - 

Tobacco, unmanufactured, per Ib. = - - - 
Do., manufactured, other than fine cut, per Jb. - - 
Do., do., fine cut, 40 per cent. ad valorem. 


Article. Duty. 

Poultry and game, fresh, on ice, per 100 Ibs. - - - 12 
Do., live, 25 per cent. ad valorem. aise 
Rice, per 100 Ibs. - 2 
Rum, per proof gallon, according to Sykes’ hydrometer - 5 

For each degree over anced - - 0 0} 

Sheep, each - - 4 
Shingles, cypress, 4 ins. in width at butt, per 1 at - ~ 2 
Do., do., 5 ins. in width at butt, per 1,000 - - 3 
Do., do., 6 ins. in width at butt, per 1,000 - - - 4 
Do., not cypress, per 1,000 - - - 2 
6 

5 

12 

a 

1 
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of 
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Turpentine, per barrel - 1 
Do., spirits, per gallon - - 0 
Whiskey, per proof gallon, according to Sykes hydrometer + - 6 
Do., per dozen quarts 12 
Wines of all kinds, 25 per cent. ad lene, ond per gallon - - 2 


Articles not enumerated, except such as are comprised in the 
table of exemptions, 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Provided always, that articles herein made subject, on regular 
importation, to the above ad valorem duty, when not originally 
shipped with the intention of being brought into this colony, 
however subsequently they may be imported, and when the 
requisite information for perfect entry of the same as to the cost 

or value in the country of production or place at which they were 
originally shipped cannot be ascertained or obtained shall, in lieti 
of such duty, be charged a duty of 333 per cent. on the value 
at the port of entry, or the price which they shall realise at auction, 
when sold and delivered for consumption therein at the option of 
the importer, agent, or consignee. 

II. That all articles specified i in the following table of exemptions 
may be imported without the payment of any duties whatever :— 


Table of Exemptions. 


Articles imported or supplied out of a bonded warehouse for 
the Imperia! or Colonial service. 

Articles imported or supplied out of a bonded warehouse for 
the use and accommodation of any officer of Her Majesty’s Navy 
on full pay, and doing duty within these islands, or who may be 
serving within these islands in any Imperial Department of Her 
Majesty’s Service, upon the production to the Receiver-General 
or other proper receiver, of a certificate signed by the senior naval 
officer on the station, that the articles claimed as exempt from 
duty are-bond fide imported or supplied, as the case may be, for 
the purposes contemplated thereby. 
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Articles of every description imported or supplied from a 
bonded warehouze for the use of the Governor or officer adminis- 
tering the Government. 

Calves and foals, bulbs, roots, seeds of all kinds, shrubs, trees, 
and plants intended to be used for planting, live birds other than 
poultry and game, builion, coal, cocoanuts, copper and composi- 
tion, old, fit only to be re-manufactured, cotton, wool, dye-woods 
and stuffs, divi-divi, diving apparatus, flax, ice, iron, old, fit 
only to be re-manufactured, lignum-vite, mahogany, manures 
— 4 fertilizers of all kinds, maps, metalline ores, monumental 
tablets, oakum, ova of fish, passengers’ baggage, scientific instru- 
ments and apparatus, cameras and all materia!s for photographic 
purposes, materials used by artists and art students in pursuit 
of their special work, tropical fruits, printed books and pamphlets, 
provisions and stores of every description imported or supplied 
from a bonded warehouse for the use of Her Majesty’s sea forces, 
raw hides, specimens of natural history, mineralogy, botany, 
steam, oil, or gas machines or engines, or any parts thereof, of 
every description and for whatever use intended, steam-fitters’ 
tools, iron, steel and iron rails and sleepers used in the construc- 
tion of railways or tramways, trucks and all other rolling stock 
which can only be used on railways or tramways, Ase and 
other power-presses for baling purposes, and sleepers used in the 
construction of railways and tramways, boilers, iron water-tanks, 
mills and parts of mills, machines for sawing lumber, stills, iron 
piles, cotton gins, tortoiseshell, tow, tombstones, railings to be 
used as grave enclosures, sponge, patent steering machines, spars, 
windlasses, capstans, ice machines and all materials used in the 
manufacture of ice, wire fencing, turtle and fresh fish not pre- 
served in any way, wax, woods, cedar and yellow. All notes 
imported by the Bank of Nassau to be used in the business of 
such bank and for circulation within the islands or otherwise. 
Barrels, half-barrels, and packages to be used for packing any 
article whatever, crate ends, and laths, fibre machines and all 
parts thereof, gasoline, glass bottles, machinery used in the manu- 
facture of rope, naphtha, salt, staves, heads, and hoops used in 
the construction of barrels, half-barrels, and other packages for 
the packing of any article whatever, launches or boats propelled 
by machinery, windmill pumps and any parts thereof, tallow, rosin, 
caustic soda, potash, palm oil, cocoanut oil, cotton-seed oil, 
electrical apparatus and appliances, metal roofing, crude petroleum, 
crude vaseline, crude cosmoline, mineral soap stock, palm-oil soap 
stock, cotton-seed oil soap stock, tale. 

Provided always, that if metalline ores, raw hides, dyewoods and 
stuffs, divi-divi, mahogany, lignum-vitee, cedar and yellow wood, 
wax, flax, iron, cotton, wool, or tortoise shell proposed to be 
exempted from import duties, shall be brought otherwise than by 
regular importation into any port or place of this colony and sold 
at public auction, whether such sale shall take place by order of 
a court of law or otherwise, there shall be imposed and paid 
upon the gross amount of such sales, in addition to any other 
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auction duty chargeable on such sales, an auction duty or tax of 
five pounds per cent.,and the vendue master or officer selling 
any such goods shall retain such duty of five pounds per cent. 
out of the gross sales of the goods so sold by him, and shall 
forthwith pay the same over to the Receiver-General and Treasurer 
or other proper receiver, and if such vendue master or officer 
shall neglect to retain such duty, or having retained the said duty 
shall neglect to pay the same over as aforesaid, every such vendue 
master or officer shall be personally liable therefor, and the same 
may be recovered against him by action of debt in any court 
having jurisdiction to the amount. 

III. That the words “provisions and stores” in the second 
section of this Act mentioned as being exempted from the payment 
of duty, when imported for the use of Her Majesty’s sea forces, 
shall not extend or apply to cattle or other live stock imported by 
any contractor for the supply of fresh meat to Her Majesty’s said 
forces, all which cattle and other live stock shall be liable to the . 
payment of the duties by this Act imposed. And provided also, 
and be it enacted that it shall not be lawful for the Receiver- 
General and Treasurer or Collector of Revenue, as the case may be, 
to allow any provisions, spirits, or other stores imported or supplied, 
as aforesaid, for the use of Her Majesty’s sea forces, to be landed 
or taken out of a bonded warehouse as free of duty, except in the 
name of the purser or other proper naval officer, as the case 
may be. 

IV. That if any provisions, spirits, or other stores as aforesaid, 
imported or taken out of bond, as for the use of Her Majesty’s 
sea forces, shall be afterwards applied to any other use than the 
one mentioned in the entry, order of delivery, or other document 
under the authority of which the same were landed or taken out of 
bond as free of duty, the officer in whose name the same were so 
landed or taken out of bond, or, in case of his death or removal, 
the officer succeeding him in the same department, shall be liable 
for all duties due on the same or on such part thereof as shall be 
so otherwise applied as aforesaid, and the said duties shall be 
recovered and applied in the same and the like manner as other 
duties imposed by this Act are directed to be recovered and 
applied. 

V. That if any provisions, spirits, or other stores so landed or 
taken out of bond as aforesaid, shall be clandestinely sold or 
otherwise disposed of, other than to the use of Her Majesty’s sea 
forces, every person concerned in such clandestine sale or disposal, 
shall forfeit and pay treble the value of the articles so clandestinely 
sold or disposed of, and all such articles shall be liable to seizure 
and condemnation, one moiety of which said forfeiture shall be 
paid into the Public Treasury towards the support of this Govern- 
ment, and the other to the person suing for the same, and shall be 
sued for and recovered in the general court of these islands, 
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XV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS, 


BELGIUM. 


Reduction of Duty on Bonded Steel Rods. 


A despatch, dated 25th September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s 
Minister Plenipotentiary at Brussels, transmitting copies of a 
Royal Decree of the 11th September last, published in the 
“* Moniteur Belge,” authorising the temporary withdrawal from 
bond, at a reduced rate of duty, of steel rods intended for con- 
Version into wire, whether galvanized or not, as well as into nails 
known as “pointes de Paris,” and barbed fencing wire, for 
re-exportation. 

A copy of the decree may be seen at the Commercial Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, between the 
hours of 11.0 and 5.0, 


FRANCE.—SwWITZERLAND. 


A despatch, dated 28th August last, has been received from 
the Foreign Office, enclosing extract from the “Journal Officiel” 
of the 25th August, publishing a decree regulating the traffic in 
wood on the Franco-Swiss frontier under the recent convention 
between the two countries. The following is a translation of 
the decree in question :— 

‘In order to facilitate frontier trade and in the interest of the 
neighbouring population, planks from saw-mills within a radius of 
10 kilometres on each side of the frontier may be imported from 
one country to the other on payment of a tax, according to the 
kind of wood, equivalent to half the duty under the lowest tariff. 
These importations must not exceed 15,000 tons per aznum for 
each country, except under special regulations agreed to by the 
respective Governments.” 

The above additional article will be ratified as soon as possible, 
and enter into force not later than the 1st January 1896. 


FRANCE. 
Port Dues at Algiers, Havre, and Dieppe. 


A despatch, dated 17th September last, has been received from 
the Foreign Office, enclosing extract from the “Journal Officiel,” 
concerning port dues at Algiers, Havre, and Dieppe. 
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The Algerian Chamber of Commerce is authorised to borrow, 
at a rate of interest not exceeding 41 per cent., a sum of 
1,100,000 francs for the following purposes :— 

1. To pay off the residue (estimated at 400,000 francs) of the 

loan authorised, by virtne of the decree of 27th August 
1890, for the improvement of the port of Algiers. 

2. To contribute to a sum of 700,000 francs for the lengthen- 

ing and widening of the northern jetty of the port. 

The tonnage due of 15 centimes per ton is raised to 20 cen- 
— per metric ton on goods landed, shipped, or transhipped in 

e port. 

This due will be reduced to 10 centimes for goods worth less 
than 50 franes per ton of 1,000 kilogs., and also for the following 
descriptions of goods, viz. :— 

Imported : — Wood, Common. — Poles, props, and laths, un- 
polished, 

Stone, Earths, Mineral Combustibles, and Raw Material._— 
Chalk, sard, ice, coal, coke, and coal-tar. 

Materials for Building.—Bricks, tiles, and common pottery, 
undressed stone for building, paving stones, plaster, white lime 
and water lime, cements, and pipes made of compressed cement. 

Chemical Products——Sulphate of iron, sulphate of soda. 

Exported :— Wood, Common.—Firewood. 

Stone, Earths, &c.—Coal, lime and cement, coal-tar, iron ore. 

The following are exempt from all dues :— 

1. Articles and merchandise belonging to the State or destined 

for its use by regular contracts. 

2. Merchandise carried by coasting vessels from one Algerian 

port to another. 

3. Materials used as ballast for ships. 

4. Live animals. 

5. Combustibles and provisions for the re-victualling of a ship, 

at embarkation only. 

The Dieppe Chamber of Commerce is authorised to place at 
the disposal of the State, by way of contribution to the carrying 
out of the works for the development of the tidal quays in the 
harbour of Dieppe, a sum of 1,500,000 francs, being a subsidy 
proper of 1,300,000 francs and a departmental subvention of 
200,000 francs. 

The sum of 1,300,000 francs will be raised on the security of 
the port dues established by various decrees, which will be 
collected for the Chamber of Commerce as long as shall be 
neeessary for the cumpletion of all the operations undertaken. 

The Havre Chamber of Commerce is authorised to borrow, at 
a rate of interest not exceeding 4+ per cent., a sum of 1,260,000 
francs for the purchase of land for the construction of quays and 
~~ repairing of embankments on the south bank of Tancarville 

anal, 

The money will be raised in the same way as authorised at 
Dieppe for a similar loan. 
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FRANCE. 


New Custom-house in La Vendée. 


A despatch, dated September 17 last, has been received from 
the Foreign Office, enclosing an extract from the “Journal 
Officiel” announcing the opening of a new Custom-house at 
Sables d’Olonne (Vendée) for the transit of unprohibited goods. 


FrANCE.—GUADALOUPE. 
Tariff Changes. 


A despatch, dated September 15 last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from the Marquis of Dufferin and Ava, Her 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, enclosing extract from the 
“ Journal Officiel” publishing decree of the French Government 
by which all descriptions of chemical manures can be imported 
into the colony of Guadaloupe free of duty. 


FrENcH GUIANA. 
Tariff Decisions. 


The Director-General of French Customs has issued a decree 
by which the following articles are admitted into the colony free 
of duty, viz. :— 

Wood, planed, grooved, or tongued; planks and friezes, or 
squares of planed wood for flooring, grooved or tongued, of all 
kinds of wood. 


France.—Canaba. 
Ratification of Commercial Treaty. 
A despatch, dated 8th October last, has been received from the 
Foreign Office, stating that the ratifications of the commercial 


convention between France and Canada of the 6th February 
1893, were exchanged at Paris on the 4th October last. 


SPAIN. 
Certificates of Origin. 


With reference to the notification on p. 290 of the September 
number of the “Board of Trade Journal” a despatch, dated 
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12th September last, has been received from the Foreign Office, 
enclosing copy and translation of the form referred to in the new 
Spanish regulations for certificates of origin, The following is a 
copy of the translation of the form in question :— 


Form oF CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN. 


| Mr. (issuing authority). 


CERTIFIES that Mr. X. X. (manufacturer, lawful deposi- 
tory, or person authorised by the same), as appears from docu- 
ments presented, which accredit him as such, domiciled in (place, 
street, and number), has declared before me, on his responsibility, 
that the goods mentioned below are the produce of his industry 
(manufacture, or of that of Mr. >» whom 
he represents), and are to be sent to (such and such a place in 
Spain), consigned to Y. Y. (trader or manufacturer). 


Number ard 
Kind of the | Numbers. Marks. 
Packayes. eight, 


Date and signature of the authority issuing the certificate. 


VISA. 


| No. . Year 

| Seen at this Consulate for the legalisation of the above signature, 
and I certify that according to the register of manufacturers and 
producers of this district (or consular district) hept at the same, 
Mr. X. X. does, indeed, make the goods mentioned in the certificate. 


Date, signature, and seal of the consul. 


Note.—The validity of this cer- Extract from the regulations 
tificate lapses three months on certificates of origin, dated 
after the date of the visa. 


Principal articles 


Clearance of Corn at the Customs, 


With reference to a previous notice on page 431 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” for April 1895, a despatch, dated 12th 
September last, has been received at the Foreign Office from Sir 
H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at M adrid, 
enclosing copy and translation of a further Royal Order on the 
subject of the clearance of cargoes of corn in the Spanish 
Customs. 
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The following is a copy of the translation referred to :— 

“The Association of Manufacturers of Flour of Barcelona shall 
form part of the Commission established by Rule 1 of the Royal 
Order of the 28th of February last, and shall be empowered to 
exercise the rights conferred by Rule 3 of the said Royal Order. 

“ All decisions as to the manner of clearing cargoes of corn at 
the Customs shall be suspended until the result of the inquiry 
now proceeding on this question be made known. 

“ For the better observance of the provisions of Rule 5 of the 
Royal Order of February 28, it is hereby ordered : 

“a, That the Comandancia de Marina shall give previous notifi- 
cation to the Customs administration of the expert designed by 
them to conduct the examination referred to in Rule 5; such 
examination only to be required in the case of entire cargoes of 
corn. 


“>, The said examination shall take place immediately on the 
admission of the ship to free pratique. All due expedition shall be 
used in order to protect navigation and commerce frcm loss. 

“¢, When the difference between the calculated quantity of corn 
and the statement on the manifest is below the limit condoned by 
the Customs regulations in cargoes of this character, the Customs 
authorities shall proceed with the formalities of discharge and 
clearance without prejudice to their obligation to report by 
telegraph the result of the examination to the general direction 
of the Department.” 


SpaIn.—PHILIPPINE IsLANDs. 


Modification of Import and Export Duties. 


A despatch, dated July 10 last, has been received from Sir 
H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, 
enclosing copy of the Philippine Islands estimates for the 
financial year 1895-96. The expenditure is estimated at 
14,473,813 pesos (2,894,763/.), and the receipts at 14,622,640 
pesos (2,924,528/.). There is an increase of 608,226 pescs 
(121,6461.) in the expenditure on the army since the previous 
estimates in consequence of the augmentation of the garrison, the 
purchase of Mauser rifles, and the occupation of territory in the 
neighbourhood of the Laguna de Lanao. 

Art. 4. A transitory impost of 4 per cent. on the duties esta- 
blished in the 1891 tariff is created in order to defray expenses 
connected with the collection of foreign coin circulating in the 
Philippines. 

Art. 5. The duties on crude petroleum, &c. (No. 7 in the 1891 
tariff) are increased to 4 pesos (about 16s.) per 100 kilos., and on 
benzine, gasoline, and refined petroleum (No. 8) to 4 pesos 
50 centavos (about 18s.) per 100 kilos. 
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Art. 6. In order to preveat fraudulent exportation of rice 
from the Philippines, where the duty is inconsiderable, to Cuba, 
a transitory export duty of 2 pesos (about 8s.) per 100 kilos. is 
imposed. 


1TaLy, 


Tare on Dutiable Goods. 


A despatch, dated 19th September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from the Hon. H. G. Edwardes, Her Majesty’s 
Secretary of Embassy at Rome, inclosing copies and translation 
of a Royal Decree, setting forth the regulations which were to 
come into force on the 7th of October last, relative to tare 
allowances on merchandise imported into Italy, without reference 
as to whether the importation be by land or sea. 

The following is a copy of the translation referred to :— 


Dispositions relative to Tare, 


Art. 1. Import Customs duties, with the exceptions laid down 
in the tariff, are collected— 

1. On the gross weight (peso lordo) of merchandise subject to 
a duty of not more than lire 20 per quintal. 

2. On the nett legal weight (peso netto legale). 

(a.) For mineral oils, resin, and tar, subject to a duty over 
and above lire 20 per quintal ; 

(b.) For sugars and coffee ; 

(c.) For spun goods and materials drawn (trafilate) wound 
on reels of wood and subjectto a duty over and above 
lire 20 per quintal ; 

(d.) For other merchandise, subject to a duty over and above 
lire 20 per quintal and up to lire 40 per quintal. 

3. On the nett real weight, for merchandise not specified under 
No. 2 subject to a duty over and above lire 40 per quintal. 

Export Customs duties are collected on the gross weight. 

Art. 2. The gross weight is that of the merchandise together 
with that of the sancti and of the wrappings in which they 
are contained. 

The nett legal weight, for merchandise coming under No. 2 of 
the preceding article, is fixed by deducting from every quintal of 
gross weight the tare fixed by the annexed “ Table of legal 
tare.” 

The nett real weight is that arrived at after all the receptacles 
and wrappings have been removed. 

Art. 3. Merchandise taxed according to weight, imported 
promiscuously (alla rinfusa) with the exceptions named in 
Art. 5, pay duty on the nett weight. For those on which the 
duty has to be collected on the gross weight or on the nett legal 
weight, is included, (in this case), in the weight of the merchandise 


| 
| 
f 
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also the weight of the materials (boards, lathes, straw, &c.) which 
are used to keep the merchandise fixed in the vehicles during 
their transport. 


Art. 4, The duty on merchandise taxed according to gross 
weight is collected without subtracting the weight of the external 
receptacles, even when the latter, in accordance with the prescrip- 
tions contained in Articles 10 and 11, are subject to payment of a 
duty on their own special account. 


In the weight of such merchandise is equally included that of 
the receptacles and internal wrappings which are not subject to a 
duty on their own account, independently of their contents. 


Art. 5. The duty on liquids taxed according to the gross 
weight, imported cases, &c. [which can be used again] 
(bastimenti serbatoi), is collected on the nett real weight, with an 
addition of 20 per cent. 


The duty on earthenware vessels and on vessels of terra cotta, 
majolica, and stoneware, on slabs of glass and crystal and on 
goods of glass and crystal, on pottery and china, taxed eccording 
to the gross weight and imported without receptacles, is collected 
on the nett weight, with an addition of 18 per cent. 


The nett weight is fixed, in this case, without removing the 
straw, the tow, or the other similar materials which serve to 
attach together two or more pieces, or which are bound or wound 
round selected pieces to preserve them from breakage during the 
transport. 


Art. 6. If merchandise taxed according to nett legal weight are 
contained in receptacles of another kind _ hn those severally indi- 
cated in the table of legal tare, the merchandise must be taxed 
according to its gross weight. 


Art. 7. If merchandise taxed according to its nett legal weight 
is contained in sacks, large bags, cases, &c., of rough wood, 
wooden tubs or barrels, or in baskets made of thin pieces of wood 
or unpeeled osiers, or is kept in other receptacles of a similar 
nature, the outside receptacle is first removed, and then the legal 
tare applies, as the case may be, to the packages inside. This 
regulation does not apply to merchandsse for which legal tare is 
calculated for double receptacles. 


‘The separation of the second outside receptacle is equally 
excluded when the first is incomplete. 


Art. 8. In computing the legal tare fractions of kilograms 
down to hectograms are included ; fractions of hectograms are not 
included when below 50 grammes, and they are counted as 
hectograms if they exceed 50 grammes. 


Art. 9. If goods subject to different duties or goods taxed by 
weight with others taxed by size or number, are contained in 
the same case, the weight of the external receptacle is divided 
over the goods in proportion to their respective weight without 
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acfomting for those in inside receptacles the weight of the latter ; 
then each article with its inner receptacle is treated as though 
it were contained in a separate case. 


Art. 10. On the importation of goods contained in sacks or 
large bags of raw texture, there is deducted from the weight of 
these receptacles half the duty to which the texture of which 
they are made is liable. This regulation does not apply to the 
importation of goods in sacks for which the deduction of legal 
tare is admitted. 


Art. 11, On the importation of goods contained in other outside 
receptacles there is deducted from the latter the duty liable apart 
from their contents in the case of :— 

(a.) Receptacles of terra-cotta, stoneware, delft, earthenware, 
china, glass, peeled osiers, tissue, metal, skins, or of materials 
classed with the above in the tariff list, containing goods 
exempt from duty or taxed according to real nett weight, 
size, or number, or taxed according to gross weight with a 
duty below that to which the receptacle is liable. 

(5.) Receptacles of the same material, containing goods taxed 
according to their nett legal weight with a duty below that 
to which the receptacle is liable in the case foreseen by 
Article 6. 

(c.) Receptacles of any other materials, not usually made use 
of as outside coverings for the transport of the goods which 
they contain, 

An exception to the regulations of the present article is made 


for iron receptacles containing caustic soda (soda caustica) which 
are admitted to the same treatment as the goods which they contain. 


Art. 12. As far as regards the effects of the preceding article, 
mats and hemp or jute cloths, unmanufactured, waxed or tarred 
rolled-round bales, are not considered as receptacles. 


Art. 13. On all internal receptacles, of whatsoever material, 
except cases of common rough wood, and with the exceptions 
indicated in Articles 14 and 15, duty is collected on their own 
account when the merchandise contained therein is entirely or in 


part exempt from duty or taxed at its nett real weight, by volume 


or by number, or taxed at its gross weight or its nett legal weight 
with a duty inferior to that of the receptacles themselves. 

In these cases the internal receptacles and the merchandise 
contained therein are considered, as far as Article 9 affects them, 
as merchandise of different qualities contained in the same case. 

Reels and similar objects, as well as spun coverings wrapped 
round pieces of stuffs, are considered, as far as this article affects 
them, as internal receptacles, 

The following are not considered to be receptacles. Paper 
wrapped round packets, small pieces of wood, cardboard boxes, 


cardboards and the slats of wood round which tissues, velvets, 
ribbons, and other similar wares are generally wound. 
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Art. 14. The following’ articles are subject to the same treat- 

ment as the merchandise they contain :— 

(a.) Receptacles closed hermetically which in the retail trade are 
not separated from the merchandise contained therein, and 
are of no further use when the merchandise has been removed. 

(>) The immediate receptacles of the merchandise which, by 
the dispositions of the tariff or of the list attached, is taxed 
without deduction of the weight of the receptacles themselves. 

(c.) Receptacles of boot-blacking. 

(d.) Cardboard boxes, cardboards, papers, wooden slats, on 
which are sewn or otherwise fixed merchandise, of whatsoever 
kind, taxed according to weight, except artificial flowers, 
ornamental feathers, merchandise enumerated in Category 
VIII. of the tariff, and articles of precious metals. 

(e.) Cardboards, stars and tubes of cardboard, and similar things. 

(f:) Tin tubes containing paints, soaps, or other similar 
substances in paste or a liquid state.’ 


Art. 15, The following are admitted free of duty :— 

(a.) Boxes and cardboard boxes containing samples of n> 
value, when they are evidently destined for that purpose, 
and proportionate to the quantity and quality of the 
samples they contain. 

(b.) Boxes and cases containing cigars and cigarettes and 
manufactured tobaceo, imported for personal use, when 
they are recognised as habitually used in the transport and 
for the preservation of the cigars, cigarettes, and tobacco 
they contain. 


Art. 16. No deduction of weight is admitted on account of the 
impurity or of the dampness of the merchandise. 
Art. 17, No claims are admitted relative to the dispositions 


relating to tare on merchandise already taken out of the Customs 
and to the classification of the respective receptacles. 


Art. 18. The application of differential duties to merchandise 
coming from countries which subject to a differential treatment 
merchandise of Italian origin does not modify the régime of tare 
to which the merchandise itself is subject according to the general 
tariff. 


Art. 19. A Royal Decree when the Council of State shall 
have pronounced itself can modify the legal tare of any receptacle 
of any merchandise. 


Art. 20. For the settlement of controversies which may arise 
as to the application of the present dispositions, the course pre- 
scribed by the law of 13th November 1887, No. 5,028 (8rd 
series), must be followed. 


(Signed) by order of His Majesty, 
P. 
Minister of Finance 
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Table of Legal Tare. 
Tare in Kilos. 
Quality of Goods. Cases. Pvc 
Weight. 
Mineral oils, resin, tar, | Barrels or casks plated with iron or 15 
subject to duty exceeding of wood bound with iron. 
. 20 lire the quintal. Wooden cases each containing two 11°50 
tins. 
Tin cases - - - 4 
Demijohns* or other similar recep- 8 
tacles. 
Coffeet - - - | Single sacks - - - 1 
Double sacks - - - 1°50 
Bales - - - 4 
Sugart - | Single sacks - - 1 
Double sacks 1°50 
Baskets of Indian rushes - - 4 
Spun or drawn (trafilate) | Wooden reelst - - ° 15 
3 materials subject to duty 
exceeding 20 lire the 
quintal. 
Slabs of glass or crystal - | Cases - - - - 15 
Crates.§ 
Glass or crystal goods - | Cases and casks - - 20 
Crates and native baskets - - 12 
Earthenware and porcelain | Cases and casks - - 20 
Crates - - - - 12 
Extract of meat|| - - | Cases with receptacles of earthen- 50 
ware, porcelain, or glass. 
Cases with jars or tin boxes each 
containing — 
Not more than 5 kilos. weight - 30 
More than 5 kilos. weight 16 
Cases, casks, barrels, churns, wooden 8 
tubs, or buckets. 
Other goods - = | Crates,§ baskets, small baskets, frails, 5 
small frails. 
Bales enveloped altogether in matting 5 
or linen cloth, either waxed or 
tarred, or of matting and cloth if 
bound with iron. 
Unbound with iron - - . 4 


* The legal tare for mineral oils in demijohns placed in baskets of osier, but 
separate from them, is deducted from the gross weight of the demijohns after the 
baskets have been removed. 

+ The legal tare fixed fur coffee and sugar is only applicable in the cases in which 
the said merchandise is presented at the Customs in the same receptacles in which 
it has arrived direct from abroad. In other cases the coffee and sugar are liable 
to duty on the gross weight, even though contained in sacks, bales, or in baskets of 
Indian reeds. 

t The nett legal weight of spun or drawn goods wound on wooden reels is fixed 
by subtracting the legal tare from the weight of the merchandise on the reels alone. 

§ Are considered as crates, receptacles made of boards or pieces (assicelle) of 
wood which have on the same side one or more interstices larger than 15 millimetres, 
provided that the width of all the interstices together is not greater than that of 
spaces occupied by the wood (assicelle). Receptacles in the form of crates which 
have on one side interstices which together exceed in space that occupied by the 
wood (assicelle) are excluded from benefiting by any tare whatever. 

|| The legal tare for extract of meat is subtracted from the gross weight of the 


outside case without separating any receptacle. The legal tare for cases containing 
other goods subject to duty exceeding 20 lire and up to 40 lire the quintal is 
applicable to extract of meat contained in cases with receptacles other than those 
mentioned in the present table. ¢ 


Approved by order of His Majesty’s Secretary of State for the 
Finances. 


(Signed) P. 
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Austria-Huneary, 
Colouring Matters in Wines, 


The “Reichsgesetzblatt” of September 1 last, publishes a 
Ministerial Decree of the 25th Augus: last, respecting the fulfil- 
ment of the provisions of the Ministerial Decree of August 10, 
1892, as to the prohibition of the importation of wine coloured 
with colouring matters derived from tar (aniline dyes). The 
following is a translation of the decree in question :— 

agreement with the Royal Hungarian Ministries concerned, 
the decree of the 10th August 1892 (Reichsgesetzblatt, No. 134), 
as to the prohibition of the importation of wines coloured with 
colouring matters derived from tar, is extended, so that in case 
such colouration is not shown by testing the red wine with acetate 
of lead solution and amylic alcohol, as provided for in this decree, 
a further test with yellow oxide of mercury is to be carried out in 
accordance with the insfructions forwarded to the offices. 

“The Customs offices may only permit the importztion of the 
wine when both tests show that the wine is uncoloured. 

“In cases of doubt, or when the test gives rise to suspicions that 
the wive has been coloured with coal-tar dyes, the opinion of one 
of the Austrian or Hungarian experimental laboratories mentioned 
in Point 5 of the Mini-terial Decree of August 10, 1892 (Reichs- 
gesetzblatt, No. 125), must be taken before the wine is rejected.” 

This decree is to come into force at once. 


RouUMANIA. 
Restrictions of Foreign Mineral Waiters. 


The “ Revue d’Orient ” (Budapest, August 6, 1895) states that 
the Director General of Sanitation at the office of the Roumanian 
Ministry of the Interior has decided that considering the number 
of foreign mineral waters in the market at the present time, the 
analysis and effects of which are alike unknown, the permission 
of the Minister of the Interior must be obtained previous to intro- 
ducing into the country any mineral water except those which are 
well-known, and of which a Ji-t is kept. This permissioa will be 
granted by the Minister on receiving from the Sanitary Council 
the report of an analysis of the water for which it is demanded. 

The following are the waters exempted from the above law :— 

Apollinaris, Bagnéres, Balarice, Bilin, Bonnes, Borszék, 
Bourboule, Buda, Bussang, Capvern, Cauterets, Challes, 
Coudillac, Contrexéville, Elopatak, Ems, Evian, Franzensbad, 
Friedrichshali, Giesshiib], Gleichenberg, Hall, Kissingen, Karlsbad, 
Levico, Luhi, Marienbad, Mont-Dore, Oreff, Preblau, Pougues, 
Piillna, Roncegno, Rubinat, Selters, Schwalbach, Spa, St, Galmier, 
Vale, Vichy, Villel et Wildingen. 


Excise Duties. 
The “ Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople ”’ 
publishes a notice of the French Consul at Galatz to the effect 
88900. D 
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that all goods liable.te pay communal. duties (octroi, excise) in 
Roumania, that is to say :—wines, liqueurs, perfumes, fruits, and 
all colonial goods which have been imported from abroad to a 
Roumanian port for transmission into the interior, must be 
declared as “in transit” within 48 hours of landing, or they will 
be liable to pay the communal duties at the port of landing cs 
well as at their ultimate destinatien. The shipper of such 
merchandise should therefore forward in good time the bill of 
lading to an accredited agent at the port of landing, who will be 
able to make the declaration of transit within the prescribed period. 


Tare on Dutiable Goods. 


A despatch, dated August 15 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir G. H. Wyndham, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Bucharest, inclosing translation of instructions issued to the 
chief of the Customs, concerning the application of the new 
regulations as ‘regards tare on goods liable to Customs duty, 
imported into Roumania. 

A copy of the above instructions can be seen by those interested, 
at the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, White- 
hall Gardens, S.W., between the hours of 11.0 and 5.0. 


BRAZIL. 
Revision of Customs Tariff. 

A despatch, dated 7th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. E. C. H. Phipps, Her Majesty’s Minister 
Plenipotentiary at Rio de Janeiro, which states that the report of 
the Budget Committee of the Chamber recently presented, explains 
the system on which the existing import duties are levied in Brazil, 
and the manner in which it is proposed to submit them to 
modification in order to increase the revenue. 

Whilst the duties on exports are levied at the current rate of 
exchange on London, the official valuations on imported goods are 
now estimated at the exchange of 24d. to the milreis, z.e., 10 milreis 
to the & sterling. 

For instance, if 12 milreis is taken as the official value of a 
certain article at the exchange of 24d., the normal duties provided 
for specifically in the tariff at the rate of 50 per cent. would 
be 6$000. At an exchange of 12d. the real value of such 
article would no longer be 12 milreis, but 24; consequently the - 
tariff duty being a fixed one, the duty leviable is always 
6$000, which represents only 25 per cent, ad valorem, not 50 per 
cent. To correct this anomaly, the additional duties at 50 and 60 
per cent. upon the normal duty, were introduced in 1891, and 
have always produced a total amount of half that of the normal 
duties. 

In order to avoid the inconvenience created by the multiplicity 
of taxes, tie Commission proposes now to abolish the additional 
taxes and to recast the whole table of valuations at the rate of 
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-14d,*to the milreis (which ‘is regarded asa fair average rate) 
’ instead of 24d., thus levying the import duties at one uniform tax. 

The result of this will be that an article of which the official 
value is, say, 10$000, and which now pays (at the rate of 48 per 
cent.) 4$800, and 2$400 additional (as above) = 7$200, will now 
pay, according to the proposed recast tariff, 8$226. The result 
will be that the duties on all foreign imported articles will be 
raised at the rate of about one-seventh. 

The large majority of import taxes are dt the rate of 48 per 
cent. or 60 per cent. (normal tax), and this fresh imposition 
cannot be expected to animate the import trade. The Budget 
reporter points out that the total taxes in the Brazilian tariff 
already reach, in the majority of cases, 913 per cent., and in many 
cases 120 per cent. 

There is another project in the report which will press on 
foreign capital and on foreign interests. 

At present a tax of 2} per cent. is levied on the dividends of 
companies or sociétés anonymes which have their seat in the 
Federal District, and the Budget Commission: considers that 
foreign banks and companies which have branches here, but which 
distribute their dividends in Europe, should not escape this tax. 
It regards an income tax, properly so called, as impossible in 
Brazil ow‘ng to the difficulties of levying it, and owing to the 
state rights; but it considers the tax now proposed in the light 
of an experimental income tax, and would make foreign banks 
and companies pay it upon the dividends arising from such portion 
of the total capital of such foreign companies as may be employed 
in this country. 

This tax is expected to produce about 15,0002. 

The Budget Commission, after suggesting the introduction of 
increased duties on tobacco, on lucifer watches, and on operations 
in exchange (time bargains), recommends the revision of the 
Custom-house regulations, which, it will be remembered, have 
been the cause of so many complaints and claims on the part of 
the import trade in Rio. 

Finally, it abstains from offering any opinion as to the labours 
of the Committee of Congress engaged in revising the whole 
tariff in a protectionist sense, restricting itself to recommending 
that the tables of valuations should, as explained above, be 
calculated at the rate of exchange of 14d. instead of 24d. as at. 
present. 


CHILI. 


Lighthouse and Tonnage Dues, 

The “ Chilian Times,” of July 24th last, publishes the following 
translation of the text of the Bill before Congress with reference 
to lighthoure and tonnage dues :— 

Clause 1.—All vessels proceeding from abroad and which 
anchor in Chilian ports shall pay for lighthouse and tonnage 
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dues the sum of 5 cents gold for each ton of register. This pay- 
ment shall be made once a year in the fi:st Chilian port in which ° 
the vessel may anchor. 

Clause 2.—Chilian vessels shall pay the same dues, also once a 
year. 

Clause 3.—The following vessels shall be exempted from the 
payment of these dues :— 

1. War vessels of all nationalities ; 

2. Transports being private property when employed in the 

service of the Chilian Government ; 

3. Vessels which may be compelled to put in, provided always 

that they do not ship nor discharge merchandise; and 

4, Vessels under 50 tons register. 

Clause 4.—The sum yielded by the lighthouse and tonnage 
dues shall be devoted exclusively to the erection of new light- 
houses and to the maintenance of the service. 

Clause 5.—The Custom-houses of the Republic shall collect 
these dues and they shall render quarterly returns of the same to 
the Department of Marine in order that it may know of what 
sums it may dispose. 

Clause 6.—Each year the President of the Republic shall 
render an account to Congress of the sums yielded by the light- 
house dues and of their use, 

Clause 7.—The President of the Republic is hereby empowered 
to recover the tax imposed by this Act, from the Ist of October 
of the current year, so long as the Law of Contributions of 1893 
shall remain in force. 


Urueuay. 


Restrictions on the Transit Trade. 

A despatcb, dated 17th September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. Walter Baring, Her Majesty’s 
Minister Resident at Montevideo, reporting that a Ministerial 
Decree has been issued by the Minister of Finance prohibiting the 
re-exportation duty free in transit for the Brazils of the following 
articles by way of Rivera and San Eugenio :— 

Silks of all sorts, laces and embroideries of silk, thread or 
mixed material, tanned skins, playing cards, tobacco and cigars, 
kid and silk gloves. 

Rivera is the terminus of the Central Railway of Uruguay on 
the Brazilian frontier, while San Eugenio is that of a short branch 
running about east by north from a point on the North-Western 
Railway, half-way between Salto and Cuarcion. 

The decree further limits the time for which all goods in transit 
for Brazil may be stored in the Custom-houses of Rivera and San 
Eugenio to 15 days. 

The object of this decree is to put a stop to the large contra- 
band trade which is carried on on the frontier. Goods are sent up 
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as far as the frontier ostensibly intended for Brazil, and then, as 
opportunity offers, passed back into this country. 

The articles enumerated above are valuable, not bulicy, and pay 
enormous duties, and consequently offer great temptations to the 
smuggler. 

In the preamble to the decree the Minister of Finance points 
out that of late the revenue officials have exercised increased vigi 
lance on the frontier, the result of their action being that the 
bonded warchouses at Rivera and San Eugenio are full of goods 
for which transit permits have been taken out, but which are 
evidently not really destined to pass out of the country. He also 
points out that the articles of luxury, the transit of which he now 


prohibits, are not in real demand in a province like that of Ric 
Grande. 


Regulations affecting Parcels and Samples, 


A despatch, dated 31st August last, has been reeeived at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. Baring, Her Majesty’s Minister 
Resident at Montevideo, who reports that the Director-General 
of Customs has issued a notice in which it is stated that abuses 
have been committed by valuable articles being sent from abroad 
under the heads of parcels and samples. Proper examination by 
the revenue officers, consular fees and stamps on transfer are thus 
avoided, and merchants and the agents ot steamers and sailing 
vessels are now informed that henceforward they will be held. 
responsible for the contents of packages addresed to them, or 
which pass through their hands, and will incur fines should they 
infringe existing regulations. 

The wording of the order being somewhat obscure, there 
appears to be a divergence of opinion among merchants and. 
agents with regard to its real meaning, but a protest will not 
improbably be made. 

Very considerable frauds have recently been committed in 
connection with the parcels post, the revenue has no doubt. 
lost heavily, and this may partially account for the issue of the 
new order. 


BritisH 


Customs Decisions. 


A Customs’ circular has been received from the India Office: 
with reference to the following questions which have arisen in 
connection with the working of the Indian Tariff Act as amended 
by Act XVI. of 1894 :— 

(1.) Whether materials for foot-bridges and over-bridges, which 
are not part of the permanent-way of a railway, are included in 


the exemption of “ railway material for permanent-way ” under 
No. 93 of Schedule IV. ? 
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(2.) Whether, in the same number, the words “component 
parts thereof” refer to all the articles mentioned before those 
words, or only to engines, tenders, carriages, waggons, trollies, 
and trucks ; and whether signal wire comes within the exemption 
as a component part of a signal ? 

(3.) Whether the component parts of articles specified as 
“railway material” are to be charged with duty on the analogy of 
component parts of machinery, though capable of being used for 
other purposes ? 

(4.) Whether parts of telegraph instruments and apparatus, 
such as wire, carbon blocks, and plates, copper wire covered with 
silk or cotton, and ebonite cheets, are included in the exemption 
in No. 64 of Schedule IV.; and if so, whether such parts and 
materials as are capable of being used for other purposes than 
those of a railway should be charged with duty ? 

(5.) Whether imports of copper coin of the Government of 
India are chargeable with duty ; 

(6.) How the words “a public place” in No. 19 of Schedule IV. 
are to be interpreted, and whether statues and pictures intended for 
erection in the places noted at foot* are exempted under this entry ? 

To the above series of questions, the Government of India 
communicated the following replies on the several points raised in 
the order in which they were noted :— 

(1.) The whole of Article 93 of Schedule IV. down to the word 

“also” is governed by the phrase “for permanent-way and rolling 
stock,” and nothing is exempt which does not come within that 
limitation. Over-bridges, whether for foot passengers or wheel 
traffic, cannot ordinarily be regarded as part of “ permanent- 
way.” 
(2.) The words “component parts” refer to all the articles 
mentioned in the entry precedent thereto. Component parts of 
railway signals are therefore exempt. Whether any particular 
importation of wire is or is not a component part of a signal must 
be decided by the Collector of Customs on the facts of each case, 
his decision having reference to the size of the wire, its shape, and 
other qualities, and the circumstances of the importation. 

(3.) The limitation applied to component parts of machinery by 
the second proviso to Article No. 14 should be held by Customs 
officials to apply equally to component parts of railway material. 

(4.) Telegraphic instruments and apparatus, when imported by 
or under the orders of a railway company, are exempt under 
No. 64, and the heading of the entry shows that compouent parts 
of such instruments and apparatus are included in the exemption. 
Whether or not any particular articles of the kind mentioned in 
this question are component parts is a point which must be decided 


* (a.) A Roman Catholic church. 

(b.) An institute consisting of a library and a lecture hall. 
(c.) A railway station. 

(d.) A hospital. 

{e.) A municipal hall. 

Cf.) A cemetery. 


a 
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by the Collector on the facts of each case, as with machinery and 
railway material. 

(5.) Copper coin of the: Government of India, which is legal 
tender, should not be held to be taxable. 

(6.) Much risk of error would attend an attempt to give a 
precise and exhaustive definition of the words “public place” 
although for the purpose of Article No. 19 of Schedule I V. it will 
probably not be difficult to determine, on the merits of the case, 
whether any particular picture or statue comes within the exemp- 
tion or not. The principle of the exemption lies in the distinction 
between works of art imported for the benefit, use, or enjoyment 
of private persons, and those imported for devotion to general 
public use. In elucidation of this principle, the following illus- 
trations are given :— 

(a.) A place which is private property cannot be a “ public 

place” ; for example, a shop, a private gallery or museum. 

(d.) A place devoted to the uses of a portion only of the com- 
munity cannot be a “public place,” eg., a church or a 
cemetery. The public have not free access to any of these 
places, for it is in the power of certain private individuals or 
bodies to exclude them. 

(c.) A place which is the property of a public body, such as a 
municipality, and is by it opened to public use, is a public 
place. A municipality is expressly constituted to hold 
property and manage local affairs as trustees for the public. 

(d.) A railway station is not a public place, for the railway 
company have the right to exclude people from it. 

(e) Neither is a hospital, from which, by the nature of the case, 

_ the public are excluded. At the same time it may be 
admitted that a statue erected in front of a hospital and in 
full view of the passengers on a public road is erected in a 
public place, just as much as any other statue which stands in 
the middle or on the side of a public road, from which it is 
fenced off by a railing. 

It is believed that there will be no difficulty in disposing of 
individual cases in accordance with the principles here explained, 
but definite rulings can be given by the Government of India 
only as actual cases arise in which it is necessary to come to a 
definite decision. Works of art, such as are exempted under 
Article No. 19, are not likely to be very numerous, and it will 
always be easy to obtain the orders of the Government of India 
in any case of doubt. 
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XVI—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


ProgecteED WATERWAY BETWEEN THE BALTIC AND 
Seas. 


A communication, dated 10th September last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from the British Consul-General, Odessa, 
stating that, according to newspaper reports, the Russian Govern- 
ment has decided on the construction of a waterway between the 
Baltic and Black Seas. The proposed waterway, which is to be 
made navigable for vessels of deep draught, will, it is stated, 
extend from Riga along the rivers Dwina, Berezina, and Dnieper 
to Kherson, and will be completed in five years at an estimated 


cost of 20,000,000/. 


Strate FINLAnp. 


In a report to the Foreign Office for the year 1894, Mr. C. 

J. Cook, tee Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Helsingfors, says that the 

State railways in Finland again show advanced receipts, viz., about 

14,500,000 Finnish marks (a Finnish mark = a franc = 9°6d.), 
inst about 13,500,000 marks in 1893. 

The Karelian line has now been finished up as far as Joensuu, 
and the railway connecting Tammerfors and Bjorneborg was 
continued to within 20 miles of the latter place. 

The new harbour line at Helsingfors was in working order 
before the end of the year, and it was decided to continue it at 
once on to “ Skatudden,” a work which presents some difficulties, 
there being two swing bridges to construct, as well as granite 
rocks to be cleared away. 

There can be no doubt of the pravtical utility of such a work, 
and once done, the cost of the same being about 1,000,000 marks, 
it is much to be hoped that the authorities will diminish the heavy 
charges on shipping visiting this port, if they want to see 
Helsingfors rise to the height of which its unequalled natural 
advantages give such good promise. 

The total cost of the new line is about 140,000/., of which the 
State pays one half. 

Helsingfors haz now the reduced railway tariff applied to goods 
imported or exported between December 15 and May 1. This 
was a privilege formerly allowed to Hangé alone, by which an 
undue advantage was given to that port. 

There is some prospect of having the slow rate of travelling on 
Finnish railways slightly increased, as a committee kas been formed 
for that purpose, and when it is considered that express speed has 
hitherto been 20 miles an hour, it may be imagined that this 
miserable rate of progression is hardly in keeping with modern 


| 
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ideas, and that even Government railways must “move with the 
times.” 

Though the line from UleAdborg to some part of the Murman 
coast was much talked of in the early part of the year, it 
eventually gave way, owing to political and natural obstacles, to 


the idea of connecting Vologda and Archangel by rail, and then 


carrying the line eventually to the far North—(Fureign Office 
Annual Series, No. 1635.) 


SwepisH Iron Ore. 

A communication, dated September 3 last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. Marmaduke S. Constable, Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Stockholm, enclosing an extract from the 
Report of the Directors of the Swedish Ironmasters’ Association 
of August 31 last. 


According to this Report, the exports of iron ore from Sweden, 


from January to June of the present year, as compared with a 
like period in 1894, were as follows :— 


January to June. 


Increase (+) or 
Decrease (—) of 
1895 over 1894. 


Tons. Tons. 
38,338 6,830 
2,019 613 
6,518 1,508 
80,044 10,109 
2,023 962 
1,048 192 
1,871 267 
283 182 
1,406 182 


Pig iron and ballast iron - 
Ingots - - 
Bloom iron and rough bars 
Bar iron - 
Bar ends - - 
Iron wire in coils 

Sheet iron - 

Drawn wire 

Nails 


133,550 114,295 


The following table shows the production of iron ore in Sweden 
during the same period :— 


January to June. 


Increase ( +) or 
Decrease (—) of 
1895 over 1894. 


Tons. Tons. 

Pig iron - . 263,125 + 1,448 
Bloom iron - - 109,290 — 17,702 
Bessemer ingots - 41,628 + 10,495 
Siemens-Martin ingots 39,482 + 17,974 
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Not only have exports considerably increased, particularly in 
the departments of pig and bar iron, but, moreover, it is expected, 
in view of the orders on hand, that the autumn exportation will 
show an advance on that of last year. Steel has been in good 
demand at better prices, the lessened output of the Lancashire 
furnaces having adjusted the supply to the demand. Nevertheless, 
the condition of the steel industry remains unsatisfactory. Market 
prospects for iron may be considered good, partly in consequence 
of Lancashire’s diminished production. 


InpustTRIAL Harsour aT MANNHEIM. 


in a report to the Foreign Office, dated May 13 last, Mr. F. 
Ladenburg, Her Majesty’s Consul for the Grand Duchy of 
Baden, says that a project undertaken at Mannheim merits 
notice on account of its scale and novelty. It must be 
premised that previous to its embankment, the Rhine in its 
impetuous constautly changing course, cast off a profusion of 
branches that afterwards, on being abandoned by the river, sank 
into swamps or dead water. Possessing in its neighbourhood 
such an ancient arm of the Rhine, Mannheim is about to convert 
it into an “ Industrie Hafen,” that is, a harbour for industrial 
undertakings. It is proposed, after deepening thé “ Flosshaven,” 
as it is called, and reclaiming the adjoining lands that at present 
are almost worthless, to encourage the establishment of factories 
by selling the sites at very cheap rates and long terms of credit. 
The Baden Government, while declining itself to undertake the 
execution, expressed its approval and confidence by offering to 
assist the community of Mannheim. In principle the idea seems 
sound enough. Formerly manufacturers used to go in search of 
cheapest labour, and so almost everywhere in South Germany one 
sees factories scattered about each beside its village, and frequently 
at a considerable distance from rail or river. Now the reverse 
process obtains. Competition compels the factories to seek 
cheap carriage, and to cluster round the towns, while labour, 
assisted by better means of communication and wages, seeks the 
factories. For the establishment of industrial undertakings, the 
Flosshaven certainly offers extraordinary facilities ; indeed, on the 
one bank exist already three large and several smaller works. 
The project in question appears bold and farsighted, involving on 
the one hand very large expenditure in embankments, bridges, 
roads, canals, and railways; on the other hand likely on realisation 
to more than double the population and wealth of Mannheim, and 
perhaps make it the principal industrial city in South-western 
Germany.—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1617.) 


4 
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Deep-sEA FisHina IN THE GULF OF DANTZIG 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated August 15 last, 
Mr. H. T. C. Hunt, Her Majesty’s Consul at Dantzig, states that 
the result of the deep-sea fishing in the Gulf of Dantzig in 1894 
is given as follows :— 

prats have almost deserted this coast, and only a few were 
caught amongst the herrings. 

Herring shoals arrived just before the salmon, some 430 boat 
loads being landed, of the value of 1,425/. 

Salmon netting began in February, together with the herrings, 
but few were taken before the month of March. Altogether the 
catch of salmon was not so good asin 1893 and 1892. The 
favourable northerly winds which prevailed in those years 
during the salmon season were wanting in 1894. On the few 
days when the wind was from the north the salmon came in 
large numbers ; altogether 200 boat loads of salmon were brought 
to Dantzig, of the value of 4,250/. The best catch in one night, 
by any one boat, was 18 salmon, weighing 250 Ibs., for which the 
fishermen received 8/ 2s. 20 boats with 50 men from one village 
earned 600/. by their salmon fishing during the short season from 
March to May. The prices paid for salmon were high on the 
average, 9d. per 1 lb. wholesale. Formerly salmon could be had 
retail for 3d. per 1 lb. Railway communication has altered this, 
and now the salmon are packed in ice and sent all over the 
Continent, even as far as Paris. 

The take of sturgeon was not good in the Bay of Dantzig, and 
in the River Vistula it was worse. Formerly it was impossible 
to sell the sturgeon caught, but now the price of this fish has 
risen, so that in February 1894, when the catch was small, as 
much as 1s. per 1 lk. was paid. 

In the lower reaches of the River Vistula they have started a 
new way of netting sturgeon and other fish, which, unless stopped, 
will exterminate every fin in the river. The mode of operations 
is as follows:—A net, 150 metres long and 4 metres deep, is 
drawn right across the river, one end being made fast to the bank. 
The other end when released is allowed to drift down the stream 
until it meets the bank the one end is fastened to. Everything 
of any size is thus taken at one haul. 

At the end of February and in March the fishermen caught 
a quantity of haddock, which sold well, as little other fish was 
in the market. 

At Neufihr flounders were caught in large numbers, the fisher- 
men having provided themselves with better nets, and a good 
market was found for them at the village fish-smoking places.— 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1636.) 
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_ Resutt oF TEeNpDERs at Nice. 

A report, dated 18th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Lucien J, Jerome, British Vice-Consul 
at Nice, stating that Monsieur Bagnol of Toulon was the 
successful contractor in the case of two tenders for (1) the 
construction of the new harbour at Golf-Juan, and (2) the 
completion of the small harbour of Beaulieu-sur-Mer. The first 
tender is for works costing 190,000 francs and the second for 
40,000 frances. Mr. Jerome adds that notice of these tenders was 
sent him too late to report them before they took place. 


TRADE OF SWITZERLAND FOR THE First Srx Monrns 
OF 1895. 

A despatch, dated 25th September last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. F. R. St. John, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Berne, enclosing official statistical returns of the 
principal articles of Anglo-Swiss commerce during the first six 
months of the year 1895. 

It appears that there has been, with few exceptions, a very 
considerable improvement of trade between the two countries ; 
a notable instance is the increase of silk ribbons exported to 
England, the amount for the first six months of 1895 showing 
the enormous figure of 16 times that of the previous year, a 
circumstance which must be ascribed to the Franco-Swiss 
commercial rupture. 

There was a large diminution in the amount of condensed miik 
exported to England, attributable to the fact that much of this 
substance is now carried in a frozen state on English Trans- 
Atlantic lines of steamers, and consequently is of British origin. 
The value of the principal articles exported from Switzerland to 
England during the first six months of 1895 was condensed milk, 
6,615,531 frs., as compared with 8,162,690 frs. in the corresponding 
period of 1894; machine made cotton, 8,066,699 firs. (8,585,876 
in 1894); pure silk tissues, 15,685,235 frs. (14,586,206 in 1894) ; 
silk ribbons, 5,577,040 fre. (358,815 in 1894); half silk ribbons, 
7,658,664 frs. (10,001,918 in 1894); watches of all kinds (nickel, 
silver, and gold), 6,996,269 frs. (6,887,318 in 1894) ; tar colours, 
1,084,926 frs. (7,077,999 in 1894); leather, boots and shoes, 
1,084,661 frs. (7,034,783 in 1894). 

The principal articles imported from England into Switzerland 
during the came period were unbleached and heavy tissues, 5,918 
quintals (5,499 in 1894) ; canvas (jute for packing), 7,252 quintals. 
(7,090 in 1894); cotton yarns, bleached, 3,568 quiutals (2,507 in 
1894); sugar aud molasses, 4,646 quintals (4,766 in 1894); 
laundry soap, 2,014 quintals (7,672 in 1894); potassium and soda 
(caustic), 1,600 quintals (/,/9/ in 1894); spinning machinery, 
1,403 quintals (1,070 in 1894). : 


it 
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Warnine as TO Post Orrick REGULATIONS IN PORTUGAL. 


In areport to the Foreign Office, dated July 22 last, Mr. F. 
Hay-Newton, Her Mujesty’s Consul at Oporto, warns all persons 
in Great Britain having friends in Northern Portugal, on no 
account to send anything, however trivial, by letter or book post 
without having the words “pour étre soumis 4 la Douane” 
written on the outside of the letter or parcel. 

Everything is subject to duty in Portugal, in many instances 
to 200 or 300 times the value of the article, and every parcel 
before being delivered is opened at the post office, and if found 
to contain dutiable goods and without the above-named words, 
the recipient is by the law of Portugal subject to pay, nct only 
the duty, but also a fine of from 2 to 10 times the duty, even 
should he know nothing of the origin of the parcel. Should he 
refuse to receive the parcel he is obliged, nevertheless, to pay the 
fine. The contents are never, under any circumstances, returned 
to the sender, but are sold for the benefit of the Customs autho- 
rities. It does not appear that the post office at home have had 
any notice on this subject, as, until very lately, complaints were 
being made to me almost daily of books and other articles having 
been seized by the authorities as subject to duty and a heavy fine 
having been inflicted. It may be added that as the officials 
receive four-fifths of the fine, this Jaw is being rigorously carried 
out. 

It is also most inadvisable to send post office orders to this 
country, as the 1l. is still calculated by the post office authorities 
here at the old rate of 4$500 reis, although the present rate of 
exchange oscillates between 5$600 reis and 6 milreis, thus making 
a clear loss to the recipient on the payment of the order of any- 
thing from 3s. 6d. to 4s. in every 1/, The pest office here does 
not issue orders for foreign countries—(Foreign Office Annual 
Series, No. 1634.) 


Pustic Works St. JaGo pe 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated 1st August last, 
Mr. F. W. Ramsden, Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Jago de Cuba, 
remarks on various public works recently completed. Among 
other such works a large iron shed, destined to receive goods 
until after the Customs’ examination, has been erected near the 
Government wharf. ‘It was purchased in Belgium, for 9,000 dols., 
through the Spanish Government Commissioner, wh > resides in 
Paris, and has cost about 23,000 dols. erected in its place. 

Belgium appears able to supply all such ironw rk as this, 
bridges and so forth, at a cheaper rate than the other European 
countries, and consequently that country obtains a fair share of 
the trade. 

There is a goods tramway from the wharf in connection with 
this shed and with the Custom-house. ’ 
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years ago an’ American contradfor made an offer to build 
an iron wharf on iron caissons filled with concrete at a very cheap 
tate, The Board of Port Works, however, decided rot to accept 
the tender, preferring to build, under direction of their own 
engineer, a stone jetty, or rather to throw out a stoae wall parallel 
to the shore, and fill in the space between with earth, &c. This 
work has now been commenced, and will, when finished, afford 
facilities for vessels discharging and loading. It is intended to 
have 200 metres of water-front with a depth alongside varying 
from 17 to 22 feet, to obtain which the bottom of that part of the 
harbour will be dredged out. 

The public drive, or paseo, running along the water-front, and 
which was in a deplorable state of ruin, has been completely 
restored, and now offers an agreeable place for driving, riding, 
walking, or bicycling. ‘The military band plays there every 
Sunday afternoon, and it is much frequented. At about the 
centre, a handsome and commodiois building has been erected, 
on piles, by the local boat club. The restoration of this paseo is 
due to the untiring efforts of a German resident, who, besides 
supplying a considerable part of the funds, has obtained subscrip- 
tions from the public, and has superintended and directed all the 
work. 

Last year, in view of the filthy state of the so-called hotels, 
some Englishmen and Americans met and started a club, with the 
object of providing a clean and habitable place for foreign 
travellers or residents to stay at. Itis styled the Anglo-American 
Club, and supplies a great want. A person of any nationality is 
admitted, after the usual nominating and balloting, but one of the 
requisites is that a member must understand English. It is well 
supplied with periodicals, chiefly in the English language, the 
servants are either English or speak that language, and it is con- 
ducted as much as possible on English lines, Besides having 
rooms, members can take their meals at the club if they wish. 

The Sabanilla Railway has been extended to Ponupo, and soon 
will be to Palma £oriano. 

A railway is being built to connect Manzanillo with the town 
of Bayamo. That between Holguin and Gibara is already open. 
—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1643.) 


Tue Sutina Bark at THE MovutH or THE 


With reference to a note on page 317 of the September 
number of the “Board of Trade Journal,” a despatch, dated 
13th September last, has been received from the Foreign Office 
enclosing a report by Lieut.-Colonel Henry Trotter,’of the Danube 
Commission, which states that by steady dredging the water on 
the bar of the Danube at the entrance of the port of Sulina has 
been deepened to a minimum depth of 23 feet. When the 
Commission began its engineering operations in 1858 the depth of 
water over the bar of the Danube varied from 7 to 11 feet, 
according to the season. The depth now attained will be sufficient 


4 
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“to'enable all vessels at present frequenting the Danube’to take on 
board their full cargoes in the port of Sulina, and would entirely 
‘prevent in the future the necessity for ships to incur the delay, 
expense, and risk of taking in a part of their cargo outside the bar, 
‘were it not for the fact that experience has shown that the size 
of ships frequenting the Danube constantly increases with the 
improved facilities afforded to navigation, and it may therefore be 
inferred that in the future ships will frequent the Danube of still 


larger size than those by which it has up to the present been 
visited. 


COMMUNICATION BETWEEN LONDON AND CONSTANTINOPLE 
vid CONSTANTZA. 


With reference to the note on the “Port of Constantza,” on 
p- 191 of the August number of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal,” 
a despatch, dated 20th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir G. H. Wyndham, Her Majesty’s Minister 

-at Bucharest, enclosing copy of a note from the Roumanian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, setting forth the arrangements 
which have been at present made for a through weekly service 
from London to Constantinople and back vid the port of Con- 
stantza, and which is to take effect from the 1st of November 
next, 

The departure from London will take place on Mondays at 
10.5 a.m., vid Ostend, Vienna, Bucharest, Constantza; and the 
arrival at Constantinople is timed for Thursdays at 11 a.m. 

The return journey will be from Constantinople on Thursdays 
at 2 p.m. by the same route, reaching London Sundays at 
4.30 p.m. This service vid this route is to take place twice a 
week, dating from the Ist of May next. 

The steamers between Constantza and Constantinople will also 
run in correspondence with the weekly “Orient Express” from 
Paris to Bucharest, which train is to be continued as far as 

Constantza. 


New Raitways IN SyYR1A. 


Mr, R. Drammond Hay, Her Majesty’s Consul-Genera! at 
Beyrout (Syria), under date of July 23 last, reports that great 
activity is being displayed in pushing forward the works on the 
Beyrout-Damascus Railway, and it is expected that the line will 
be opened for traffic very shortly. 

34 kiloms. of this line have been constructed on the cog-wheel 
system, and there are 4 tunnels, one of which (at Dahr-al-Baidar) 
is 350 metres long. The train will attain a speed of 16 kiloms. 
per hour, and it is expected that this rate of progress will be 
exceeded when the permanent way has thoroughly settled down. 
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The promoters of the railway are confident that there will be 
a great increase of traffic between the termini of the line, and in 
this connection it may be of interest to note that in 1894 the 
goods conveyed by road from Damascus to Keyrout and vice versa 
amounted to 27,000 tons, the number of passengers being 14,834; 
figures which will probably be largely increased when the 
advantages of speed and ample accommodation are placed within 
the reach of the public by a reasonable scale of charges. 

The Damascus-Mezarib line, which is 65 miles in length, was 
opened in July last, and, thanks to the lowness of the tariff, 
there is already a considerable local traffic, which will doubtless 
develop still further when the line from Damascus to Beyrout is 
completed. 

The Damascus-Homs Biredjik Railway which forms part of 
the strategical system approved by the Ottoman Government, 
will be constructed with a normal gauge, and the State has grauted 
an annual kilometric guarantee of 12,500 fr. secured by the tithes 
of the Sandjaks through which the line will pass. 

As regards the Acre-Haiffa-Damascus Railway there is un- 
fortunately nothing of an encouraging nature to report, the works 
having ceased, and the result of a spasmodic activity extending 
over two years being the construction of a few kilometres of line 
and a small bridge. It is supposed that the promoters of the 
scheme still have hopes of putting the enterprise on a mcre 
satisfactory footing; but much time and money have already 
been expended without any proportionate tangible result, and 
it is to be regretted that the construction of a line presenting 
so many advantages from the point of view of Syrian trade and 
agriculture should not be pushed on with more energy. Although 
the distance from Haiffa to Damascus is much greater than that 
separating Beyrout from Damascus, still the difficulties to be 
overcome in the construction of the former line are comparatively 
small, and the fertile districts traversed are much more likely to 
afford a market for British goods. 

The projected steam-tramway along the coast from Tripoli 
to Sidon, for which a concession was granted two years ago to a 
native of the Lebanon has not yet been begun ; but the necessary 
capital has been raised in France, and a French firm has contracted 
for the construction of the line. It is proposed to begin by 
carrying the tramway as far as Gebail, which lies about 40 kiloms. 
north of Beyrout on the way to Tripoli, and the remainder of the 
work is to be completed gradually as the demands of local traffic 
may dictate. It is understood that the first section of the line will 
take about a year to make, and an arrangement is in contemplation 
for the company sharing the terminus already constructed for the 
Beyrout-Damascus Railway. 

The terminus has the disadvantage of being situated at a distance 
of nearly 14 miles from the port, and there is an urgent necessity 
for a connecting line being constructed between these two points ; 


but the estimated outlay (48,000) which would be entailed by 
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the engineering problems involved, has hitherto prevented the 
execution of this most important adjunct to the harbour and 
railway.—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1626.) 


ConcEss1ons GRANTED FOR PusLic WorKs IN MExIco. 


A communication, dated 9th September last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr, Lionel Carden, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Mexico, transmitting a return showing the names and 
addresses, where the latter have been procurable, of the persons 
who have obtained concessions from the Mexican Government for 
.the construction of railways or other public works since January 
1, 1895. The following is a copy of the return referred to :— 

Return of the concessions granted for the construction of 
railways and other public works from January Ist to August 31st, 
1895. 

1. Railway from Culiacan on the Pacific Coast to Salinas del 
Pejion Blanco, a station on the Mexican Central Railway with 
branches to Guaymas and Mazatlan. Concessionaire: Sr. Don 
Sebastian Camacho, Calle del Empedradillo No. 9, City of 
Mexico. 

2. Railway from Ixtbahuacca, a station on the Mexican 
National Railway Company, to a point on the Central Railway by 
way of the Forest of Maiii. Concessionaires: J. J. Maylan & Co., 
Calle de Gante No. 11, Mexico City. 

3. Railway from Guadalajara to the Pacific Coast on one side 
and to the town of San Luis Potosi or Aguascalientes on the 
other. Concessionaire: Sr. Don Mariano Barcena, Observatorio 
Nacional, City of Mexico. 

4. Railway from the town of Chihuahua on the Mexican 
Central Railway to Jesus Maria by way of Cusihuiriachic and 
Concepcion Guerrero or to join the Sonora Railway. Conces- 
sionaires: Sr. Miguel Lebrija and E, A. Powers, Calle de 
Cadena, No. 17, City of Mexico. 

5. Irrigation canal along the right bank of the Rio Bravo del 
Norte. Concessionaire: Sr. Luis S. de Aguayo. 

6. Railway from the station of San Martin Texmelucan on the 
Inter-oceanic Railway to the town of Tlaxcala, with branches 
from the Hacienda de San Pedro to the town of San Felipe, and 
from Nativitas to the city of Puebla, Concessionaire: Sr. A. 
Sela y Fernandez, Calle San José el Real No. 6, City of Mexico. 

7. Railway from Saltillo to the station of Treviiio or Jaral on 
the International Railway. Concessionaire: Sr. Rafael R. 
Arizpe, Saltillo, State of Coahuila. 

8. Tramway along the bank of the river Grijalva from the 
terminus of the Atasta Railway to some point suitable for load- 
ing and unloading sea-going vessels. Concessionaire: Sr, Don 
Panfilo Maldonado. Representative in Mexico, Sr. Don Feo. 
Azpe, Calle del Puente de San Francisco No. 13, City of Mexico. 
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9. Concession for utilising the fall of the River Necaxa, in the 
district of Huauchinango, State of Puebla, and transmitting the 
power obtained in the form of electricity to the city of Mexico or 
to Pachuca. Concessionaire: Sr. Arnolfo Vaquié, Calle de 
Zuleta No. 15, City of Mexico. 

10. Concession for deepening the harbour at Vera Cruz and 
constructing extensive breakwaters and wharves. Concessionaires : 


Messrs. 8. Pearson and Son, Calle del Puente de Alvarado, 
No. 15, City of Mexico. 


11. Concession for utilising the water of the River Atoyac, 
State of Puebla, for motive power. Concessionaire: Sr. S. B. 
Mier, City of Mexico. 

12. Concession for the construction of a canal between the 
ports of Tampico and Tuxpam. Concessionaires: Messrs. V. 
Ordozgoiti and Samuel St. Milliken, Calle del Tompeate No. 7, 
City of Mexico. 

13. Railways in the Federal District connecting the haciendas 
and factories in the district with the city of Mexico. Conces- 
sionaire : Mr, Walter S. Wait. 


ProgJECTED Port at IzTapa, 


With reference to the notice on page 691 of the June number 
of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” a communication has been 
received at the Foreign Office from Mr. J. F. Roberts, Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Guatemala, enclosing copy and translation 
of an article on the proposed port of Iztapa taken from “ El 
Mensajero,” the Government organ of Guatemala. 

The writer of the article says, that not long ago, before 
monopolies became the rule in the Port of San José, Iztapa served 
both for the importation of merchandise from foreign countries 
and for the exportation of home products, and at the same time 
was a yearly resort for the bathing season, as much on account 
of the benignity of the climate, as of the beautiful natural aspect 
of such a fertile region, For some reason or other, San José, 
which has nothing of a harbour, was preferred, whilst Iztapa, which 
has been and still is something more than a simple roadstead, was 
abandoned. Later on were granted privileges and concessions 
which are «till an obstacle to the progress and welfare of the 
country, hindering new enterprises, and placing difficulties in the 
way of undertakings required by the conditions of the times, in 
spite of the good will and efforts of different companies, who 
find they cannot reckon in San José, on what is necessary in order 
to comply with the requirements of the exporters and importers of 
Guatemala. 

It is known that the port of Iztapa has many advantages over 
San José, and that the Supreme Government is in favour of now 

iving attention to its development; the co-operation of the 
outhern Railway in making a branch to Iztapa near San José, is 
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counted on by the Government, and certain privileges for this work 
have been granted to the said railway company. The studies for 
the railway and also for the better establishment of the port with 
its corresponding wharf, which, considering the conditions of the 
— will be a comparatively short one, have been already 
made. 


CONCESSIONS FOR GUATEMALAN RAILWAYS. 


With reference to a notice on p. 193 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal ” for August last, concerning Concessionaires of Railways 
in Guatemala, the fifth line should read “Between Guatemala 
City, Chimaltenango, and Antigua” instead of “ Between 
Guatemala City, Quesaltenango, and Antigua.” 


Raitways In GuATEMALA. 


A report, dated 11th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. J. F, Roberts, stating that the Northern 


Railway of Guatemala (from Puerto Barrios, on the Atlantic, to 
Guatemala City) is now completed as far as Gualan, distant about 
80 miles from Port Barrios, and about 120 miles from the city of 
Guatemala; also that the contract for the next section, Gualan to 
Zacapa, a distance of about 21 miles, has been given to Mr. 
Sylvanus Miller, an American citizen, who has constructed all the 
previous sections, and was signed by the Guatemalan Government 
on the 6th of this month, the sum to be paid to Mr. Miller for 
this section being 1,850,006 dollars, about 185,000/. sterling, 
Mr. Miller having on his side to deposit in the Bank of Guate- 
mala the sum of 150,000 dollars, about 15,000/. sterling, and to 
find a guarantor, who shall be responsible to the extent of all his 
property as security for the carrying out of the work. 

The 1,850,000 dols. contracted to be paid to Mr. Miller will 
be payable :— 

I, 100,000 dols, on the signing of the contract, and the carry- 
ing out of the stipulations above mentioned by Mr. Miller. 

II. On the completion of every 10 per cent. of the work (it 
being divided into ten portions) 150,000 dols., in ail 1,500,000 
dols., and on completion and verification of the work 250,000 
dols. 

It is expected that-this section will be completed in the early 
part of next year, and will then bring Guatemala within about 
100 miles of the nearest station on the Northern Railway, 

In a later communication, dated 11th September last, to the 
Foreign Office, Mr. J. F. Roberts transmits copy and translation 
of the acceptance by the Guatemalan Government of a contract 
with Captain Briault, of the French Navy, for the construction of 
a provisional port at Iztapa, pending the carrying out of a more 
extensive plan. 

E 2 
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When these provisional works are completed, together with the 
line of railway from Obero (on the Central Railway) to Iztapa, 
the two in conjunction will be a great advantage to travellers to 
and from Guatemala, providing a good port instead of only an 
open roadstead such as at present exists at San José. 


New Raitway 1n NICARAGUA. 


A communication, dated 9th August last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. H. F. Bingham, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Greytown, enclosing copies and translations of two 
Presidential decrees, providing for the construction by the State 
of a railway from the City of Rama to some port on the Lake of 
Nicaragua, and erdaining that the surplus revenues of the districts 
Prinzapulka, Siquia, Rio Grande, Corn Teland, and Cape Gracias 
& Dios shall be applied exclusively to the construction of the 
railway. 

The City of Rama is situated at the western extremity of the 
Mosquito Reservation, and on the bank of the River Rama, 
which enters the Atlantic Ocean through the port of Blewfields. 
The river is navigable up to the City of Rama for vessels drawing 
about 11 to 12 feet of water. 

The proposed railway will run for nearly the whole extent 
through an as yet unpopulated. district, in many parts very 
mountainous, and will probably terminate at the port of San 
Ubaldo, with which it will be connected with the cities of Granada 
and Rivas—the only two important cities on the Lake of Nicaragua 
—by means of steamers. 

“The Recorder” (a newspaper published in Blewfields) of the 
3rd instant states that the length of the proposed railway is 170 
miles, and that the construction will occupy “two years or there- 
about.”’ 

This route was surveyed some years ago for the account of a 
London firm, and by a body of English engineers under a 
Mr. Gillespie, of Glasgow. 

It is said that these gentlemen then calculated the distance at 
102 miles, and estimated the expense of construction and equipment 
at 4,000/. per mile, making a total cost, taking Mr. Gillespie’s 
figures, of 408,000/. 

The surplus revenues of the districts of Prinzapulka, Siquia, 
Rio Grande, Corn Island, and Cape Gracias 4 Dios were, 
during the last 18 months, about 50,000 dols. Nicaraguan 
currency, equal to about 5,000/.; the Nicaraguan Government, 
therefore, can hardly construct this line within the time specified 
by the “ Recorder,” unless they can count on very much larger 
resources than the surplus revenues of the above-mentioned 
districts. 
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DENUNCIATION OF TREATY BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND 
CHILE. 


A despatch, dated 24th September last, has been received from 
the Foreign Office, enclosing the following extract from the 
“ London Gazette” of September 20 last :-— 

“The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received from 
the Chilian Minister at this Court a Note, dated the 3rd Septem- 
ber last, denouncing the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and 
Navigation signed between Great Britain and Chile on the 4th of 
October 1854. This notice of denunciation has been accepted, 
and the provisions of the treaty, except those relating to peace 
and friendship between the two countries and their subjects and 
citizens, which continue obligatory for both parties, will cease 
and determine on the 3rd of September 1896.” 


THe Port Works at MONTEVIDEO. 


With reference to the notices on page 71 of the July number 
and page 318 of the September nunber of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal ”—a despatch, dated August 17 last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. Walter Baring, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Montevideo—stating that it has been decided to 
engage the services of foreign hydraulic engineers, but as they 
cannot arrive at Montevideo for some time, and as it has not 
been thought advisable to delay the work of Messrs. Luther and 
Co., the cominittee of public works has drafted a short bill for 
presentation to the Chamber. 

The following is a translation of the bill in question :— 

Art. 1—The first part of Art. 1 of the law of July 14, 1894, 
is hereby modified as follows :— 

The studies of the port of Montevideo shall be divided into two 

arts 
. A.—The first part shall include the observation of the facts and 
study of all the antecedents necessary for the knowledge of the 
Bay of Montevideo and its environs. The second part shall 
include the conception and discussion of the definite scheme for 
the port works. 

B.—The first part of the studies shall be effected by the con- 
tracting firm of G. Luther and Co., under the inspection of the 
National Port Committee appointed by the decree of September 
27, 1894. 

C.—The Executive power shall at once reinforce this committee 
with a hydraulic engineer of recognised competence. 

D.—For the second part of the studies, that is to say, the dis- 
cussion and preparation of the definite port scheme, the Executive 
shall appoint one or two engineers of recognised competence in 
hydraulic questions, and who have effected port works, and the 
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said studies shall only take place when these engineers have joined 
the committee, when they may revise and complete the studies 
previously effected, if they so deem necessary. 

Art. 2.—During the abseace of the above-mentioned hydraulic 
engineers, the ministry of public works shall remit to them every 
month an account of all the antecedents and works effected in 
Montevideo, in order to acquaint them with all that is being done, 
to hear their opinion, and to proceed in common accord as far as 
possible. 


Customs 1N MONTEVIDEO. 


A despatch, dated September 3 last, has been received from 
Mr. Walter Baring, Her Majesty’s Minister at Montevideo, 
enclosing extract from the “ Montevideo Times,” showing the 
Customs houses receipts for the month of July 1895. From this 
statement it appeared that the total receipts for July 1895 
amounted to 883,742 dols., as compared with 731,246 dols. for 
July 1894, and 637,918 dols. for July 1893. 

The receipts for July 1895 show an improvement on those for 
June of the same year when they fell as low as 665,711 dols. 
Mr. Baring adds that this improvement is satisfactory as business 
is always slack at this time of year. 


Tue ProtrectTion oF Destans or ENGLISH CARPET 
MANUFACTURERS AT SULTANABAD. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, under date of July 30th, 
Sir H. M. Durand, Her Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, reports that 
arrangements have been made with the Persian Government and. 
merchants whereby the designs of the English carpet manufac- 
turers at Sultanabad will be protected for a further period of 
10 years. These firms produce some very beautiful carpets, and 
spend a considerable sum of money yearly in preparing designs 
for them. Certain Persian.and Turkish merchants wish to copy 
these designs, with the view of underselling the English firms in 
the European market, and the English firms have throughout pro- 
tested against their being allowed to do so. Between four and 
five years ago an agreement was brought about under which the 
designs, were protected for a period of five years. The English 
firms have been anxiously pressing for a renewal of this agree- 
ment, and a promise was obtained from the Persian Government 
that the designs should be protected for a further period of 10 
years. A formal agreement to this effect has now been signed 
by the Persian merchants at Sultanabad. 
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EMIGRATION FROM JAPAN. 


According to a report of Mr, James J. Enslie, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Hiogo and Osaka, emigration of the lower classes, 
under Government supervision, continues to increase. 

Considerable batches of labourers are still being constantly 
sent to Hawaii. A scheme for sending trained young men 
to Siam is being matured, under the auspices of a prominent 
member of the Diet, who, it is said, has obtained the support of 
some influential people. 

Guatemala is also stated to be a promising field, and Japanese 
journals report the return of a gentleman with the draft of w 
contract entered into with the Government of that country for 
the immigration of Japanese. Attempts are, it is said, now 
being made to get the authorities to interest themselves in the 
enterprise. 

The agent of an emigration society established at this port 
is leaving for North Borneo very shortly to inquire into matters, 
and, if possible, to make necessary arrangements. 

The Fiji Islands scheme has not been a success so far. A 
batch of about 400, sent there some months ago, failed to 
acclimatise. Quite a number died of fever and dysentery, the 
rest returning recently in a very sickly condition in a steamer 
specially sent to fetch them back. 

In the near future the Brazils will, in all probability, be a 


great field for emigrants. Canada and Australia have also, to 
some extent, been. made use of as outlets for a portion of the 
labouring classes—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1638.) 
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XVII—GENERAL TRADE NOTES, 


Russian Propucts In THE UnNrtTep STArTEs. 


According to the “ Handels Museum” of the 26th September 
last, the project of opening a sample museum of Russian products 
in New York, under the auspices of the Russian Government, 
now appears likely to be carried out. As the Russian Consul 
in New York informed a representative of the “ Handels- 
Zeitung,” the idea of bringing Russian manufacturers into closer 
contact with American commercial circles was first mooted by 
him, and after his plans had been approved by well-known 
commercial men, as well as by the New York Chamber of 
Commerce and the Produce Exchange, they were communicated 
to the Russian Government. Although he had received no 
official decision on the subject, the Consul was informed by 
telegraph that the St. Petersburg Mini-try of Commerce had 
issued a circular to the leading Russian manufacturers inviting 
them tv send samples of their goods, with information as to 
price, &c., to the Consulate at New York, with a view to the 
extension of commercial relations with the United States. The 
Russian Consul expressed himself very enthusiastically as to the 
results of the project. In his opinion it was only necessary to 
direct the attention of American merchants to the profitable 
business which could be done in Russian products to produce a 
rapid development of this trade; and the means best calculated 
to attain this result seemed to him to be to afford merchants an 
opportunity of inspecting the goods and comparing their prices 
with those of the products of other countries. Attention would 
especially be called to manufactures of silk, to the development 
of the trade in lubricating oils and to coloured marble and 
leather, all of which products are remarkable for good quality 
and low prices. 

Although Russian lubricating oils have been for some time on 
the American market, their use has not made great advances. 
The Russian Consul hopes, however, that before long all 
American machines will be lubricated with Russian oils, as they 
can now be produced more cheaply than formerly and have 
improved in quality. As to the international agreement between 
the producers of American and Russian petroleum which has 
been so often announced and just as often denied, the Consul 
affirmed that no sueh arrangement existed, and he was uncertain 
whether such an understanding would be brought about in the 
future. 

For the further extension of commercial relations between 
Russia and the United States, the establishment of a line of 
steamships between Odessa and New York has been projected 
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by Russian merchants. The vessels would call at the inter- 
mediate ports of Constantinople, Athens, Naples, Genoa, and 
Gibraltar. In the opinion of the Consul the establishment of a 
direct line of communication of this kind would be of great 
value to importers and exporters, and would exercise an important 
influence on the commercial development of the ports at which 
the steamers would call. It is understood that a number of 
steamers are available for this new route, which will shortly b- 
opened. 


AGricuLtuRAL EXxuiIsition IN SIBERIA. 


The “Levant Herald,” of August 25 last, states that an 
Agricultural and Industrial Exhibition—the first of any kind 
ever held in Siberia—was announced to be opened that week 
at Kurgan, in the Government of Tobolsk, and it is hoped 
that a general impetus will be given to the long lanuishing 
agricultural industries of that region. The neighbouring Govern- 
ments of Perm, Orenburg, and Tomsk are sending a quantity of 
exhibits to Kurgan. Owing to the primitive methods of husbandry 
hitherto in vogue in those remote provinces agriculture has gone 
from bad to worse, and during recent years critical times have 
fallen upon the peasantry. The general condition became much 
worse with the inauguration of the constructive works of the great 
Siberian railway, since a large number of labouring agricul- 
turists and industrial artisans abandoned their fields an workshops 
for the more remunerative occupation to be found onthe railroad 
works, When completed the railway itself will of course give an 
impetus alike to agriculture and other native industries in Siberia. 
But what is now chiefly wanted is a more scientific knowledge 
among the mass of the peasant agriculturists and the general 
adoption of modern machinery. The Kurgan Exhibition will 
largely serve to spread this knowledge of scientific methods and 
means, but if agricultural machinery is to be introduced on an 
extensive scale the Government must make the terms of purchase 
very easy tothe peasantry. This country has immense natural 
riches which may be partially developed by the Siberian railway 
in certain tracts of its far-stretching region, but Government aid 
and Government enterprise are also requisite to its complete and 
fruitful exploitation. 


Tax German TEXTILE INpDUsTRY. 

The “ Handels Museum ” of the 20th September last says that 
a satisfactory and healthy condition, as well as a decided firmness, 
in the whole of the textile industry has now resulted from the 
gradual improvement which has for some time been noticed in all 
branches of the trade. Reports from the various industrial 
districts are of so favourable a nature that it may be affirmed that 
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the outlook for the textile industry has not for many years been 
so promising as at the present moment. The trade is just enter- 
ing upon a remarkable stage, and although at present all branches 
may not be sharing equally in this progress, some of them have 
already attained a condition very similar to that prevailing early 
in the sixties. This is especially the case with the whole of the 
worsted trade. In both the spinning and weaving branches trade 
has developed with the greatest activity, so that it is impossible 
to forecast how things may turn out. American orders now 
coming to hand are larger than these received for many years 
past, and they serve to show with what unbounded confidence 
the American importer views the future. Orders of this kind 
ean only result from an actual need of goods, and, although 
several very large orders fell through on account of the difficulty in 
bringing prices into accord with the considerably enhanced cost of 
raw materials, a number of orders were accepted, for in cases 
where a speedy and punctual delivery of goods was guaranteed 
the question of price became a secondary consideration. The 
question of the execution of these orders is of the greatest im- 
portance, especially as many manufacturers find their hands full 
with orders for German winter goods which cannot be turned out 
before the end of October. The home business in winter goods 
has been especially profitable for manufacturing centres such as 
Glauchau, Meerane, Reichenbach, Greiz, and Gera, and that in 
summer goods will doubtless turn out as favourably. Up to 
the present the German trade has not yet taken up many goods 
except in the mohair line, in which the wholesale houses placed 
their orders especially early. On the other hand the usual 
purchases of worsteds have been put off, so that difficulties in the 
delivery of goods may ke certainly expected. Large worsted 
factories will be fully employed up to the end of the year and 
still later, toa great extent in consequence of a change in the 
fashions for men’s worsted goods, in which an unexpected prefer- 
ence for mixed patterns has sprung up. 

The fact that abroad, and especially in neighbourivg countries 
—for example, Austria—textile manufacture has also generally 
taken a similar upward direction, is of the greatest importance as 
pointing to further developments. 


New Dock at ROTTERDAM. 


According to a report of the French Consul at Rotterdam, 
published in the “ Journal Officiel,” the Communal Council of 
Rotterdam has voted the construction of a new dock, the entrance 
to which will be further down stream than that of Rynhaven, and 
similarly on the left bank of the Meuse, that is in the new quarter 
which is connected with the old town, not only by a magnificent 
bridge, but also by a frequent service of ferry boats. The 
area of the new dock will be double that of Rynhaven, that 


Oct. 1895.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES, 447 


is, it will cover about 58 hectares (about 143 acres); it will be 

constructed on the drained lands of Katendrocht and Hille. 
There will be room for 65 vessels with river boats necessary for 

transhipment, an estimate which leaves a margin for the increase 


of 60 per cent. of the present navigation, anticipated by the 
figures of the last 10 years. 


ConsuMPTION OF ToBacco IN FRANCE. 


The “Journal de la Chambre de Commerce ” notes that the 
administration of indirect taxation in France has just published a 
statement of the returns for tobacco during the year 1894. The 
sale of tobacco produced 875,804,872 frs., being 1,714,630 frs. 
in excess of the previous year. 93,000 kilos. less of ordinary 
cigars were sold during the same period, but the sale of cigarettes 
increased by 41,000 kilos, The consumption of pipe tobacco has 
remained about the same, but the amount of snuff consumed bas 
decreased every year for some time. 

The average consumption of tobacco per head of the population 
was 934 grms. in 1894, as against 933 grms, in 1893. 


The total number of tobacconists throughout France was 
45,325. 


IMPORTATION OF SHEEP INTO FRANCE, 


The Austro-Hungarian Chamber of Commerce at Paris states, 
according to “Le Monde Economique,” that the importation of 
sheep into France has increased from nearly 1,200,000 in 1893 to 
about 2,000,000 in 1894, or 66 per cent., of which the Austro- 
Hungarian trade has increased 95 per cent., and the Algerian 


83 per cent. The German trade has undergone a slight decrease 
owing to the dry season. 


Rarmways Frencu Inpo-Curna. 


The “ London and China Telegraph” of September 9 notes 
that while considerable interest has been aroused as to the 
projected French railways for tapping the trade of southern 
China from Tong-King, the only line at present runs from 
Phu-Lang-Thoung, about 30 miles north of Hanoi, to Langson. 
It is 64 miles in length, and being built on the Deceauville 
system, with a very narrow gauge, is little better than a tram- 
way, but it took 44 years to construct it, and it cost three- 
quarters of a million sterling, or over 11,000/. a mile. It is 
now proposed, first to connect Phu-Lang-Thoung with Hanoi, 
and then to continue the line to Nacham (Nam-quan), on the 
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Chinese frontier, 20 miles north of Langson, crossing the Song- 
ki-kong. First of all, however, it is proposed to widen the 
gauge from its present gauge of about 2 ft. to one of a métre, 
and for this at least a quarter of a million will be required. A 
further extension to Wuchow in Kwangsi is also spoken of as a 
result of the recent treaty. Another important line to Laokai, 
on the Song-ka, has been suggested, but this will have to wait 


probably for some time. 


Tue Crops 1n Iraty. 


The “Levant Herald ” of August 26 last, states that according 
to the latest information regarding the state of the crops in Italy, 
the yield of silk cocoons for 1895 may be considered as only an 
average one, but the quality is excellent, the value being estimated 
at 20 million lire more than in 1894, Cereals, it was thought, 
would be seriously damaged by the continual rains, but they 
have turned out fairly well, owing to the improvement in the 
weather for some days prior to the commencement of harvesting 
operations. Wheat will be more than an average crop, the 
yield being estimated at more than 40 million hectolitres. Oats 
and barley are described as fairly satisfactory, the estimated yield 
being respectively six million and three million hectolitres. In 
the case of all three grains, the crops will be of excellent quality. 
Maize and rice are promising. The rice fields are healthy, the 
disease called “ risone,” which appeared in some districts, having 


been stamped out. The vineyards in many parts of the country 


were attacked by “perenospora,” but the dry and warm tempe- 
rature of July has caused the pest to disappear, even though in 
some places it had manifested itself on the grapes. The vintage 
will be less than the average, the yield being estimated at about 
26 million hectolitres, but the quality is expected to be good. 
The grass crop is abundant. Olives are promising, though in 
need of rain, and hemp satisfactory. On the whole, the results of 
the harvest are ccnsidered to be satisfactory. 


TRADE IN VIENNA. 

The annual official report of the Vienna Chamber of Commerce 
dealing with Austrian trade and commerce during the year 1894, 
has just been published. The “ Levant Herald” states that the 
report, as usual, subjects the trade and commerce of the Austrian 
capital to particularly searching analysis, by which it is shown 
that at present the commercial prospects of Vienna are unusually 
promising. As compared with the official statistics for 1893, the 
present balance-sheet shows a total deficit amounting to 
49,700,000 fi., which decrease is accounted for by the unfavour- 
able circumstances which influenced the grain and sugar markets 


Oct. 1895.) GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 449 


during the past year and the stationary character of the export 
trade. On the other hand, however, inland commerce and 
industry have considerably increased in volume. 

The report adds that in Vienna likewise the demand for 
commercial products was greatly augmented owing to the 
improved financial condition of the inhabitants, that numerous 
manufacturers have replaced their antiquated machinery by more 
modern inventions, and that these circumstances have combined 
to exercise a beneficial effect upon trade and commerce in 
general. As a result of the work of diminishing the various 
military barracks in the centre of the city and the rebuilding of 
them in suburban districts, an enormous quantity of labour 
obtained remunerative employment. Likewise the building 
operations in connexion with the Metropolitan Railway and the 
advantage taken of the decree removing all taxation in certain 
circumstances from private building enterprise has had the result 
of reducing the number of unemployed in the capital to a 
minimum, while all trades in direct or indirect connection with 
this branch have benifited in a proportionate degree, The con- 
dition of the grain and milling trades is described as unsatisfactory 
in consequence of the Hungarian competition, and the locomotive 


foundries and railway wagon works also are suffering from lack 
of orders. 


Tue Hostrery Trape Maceponta. 
With reference to the notice on page 324 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for September last, in which a statement was 


reprinted in translation from the Italian “ Bollettino di Notizie 
Commerciali” to the effect that Germany sends to Macedonia 
a quantity of Jaeger goods of poor quality and low price, a 
communication has been received from the managing director of 
Dr. Jaeger’s Sanitary Woollen System Co., Ld., in which he 
states that there is no such thing as inferior “ Jaeger” goods ; 
that, doubtless, the term has been used by the Italian journal as 
indicating cheap imitations of Jaeger goods; but that it. is 
essential to the correct use of the denomination “ Jaeger ” that 
the goods so described are of first-rate quality, and that they have 
been manufactured by persons who are directly authorised 
thereto under the control of Dr, Jaeger or his appointed repre- 
sentatives. 


IMPORTATION OF BuTTons INTO TURKEY. 


The total value of the annual importation of buttons into 
Turkey can, according to the “ Moniteur Official de Commerce,” 
be divided under the following heads :—Metal buttons, 7,500/. ; 
mother of pearl, 7.0002; wood, 5,500/.: china and agate, 4,0007. ; 
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buttons covered in stuff, 2,000/.; glass, 2,000/; bone, 1,000/. ; 
cardboard, 5007, Metai buttons especially for soldiers’ uniforms 
and gaiters come chiefly from Austro-Hungary (value about 
5,000/.); France (2,150/.), and Germany (350/.). Mother of 
_pear] buttons, except a few which come from France, are 
exclusively of Austro-Hungarian origin. China buttons are 
furnished by two factories, one French and the other German. 
Half the quantity of stuff buttons imported come from Austro- 
Hungary ; the remainder from Germany aud France. 


AMERICAN PETROLEUM IN 1894. 

* Le Monde Economique” states, with regard to the production 
of petroleum in the United States in 1894, that in Pennsylvania 
it has decreased by more than a million barrels, and in New York 
by 89,000 barrels; but the western districts show an increase, 
viz., of 1,300,000 barrels for Indiana and part of Western Ohio, 
and nearly 630,000 for the whole of Ohio, The result for the 
whole country is an increase of 932,000 barrels. The total pro- 
duction of the United States for the year 1894 was 49,500,000 
barrels, of a total value of 35,500,000 dollars, or an increase of 
7,000,000 on that of 1893. 


Tue Tin Pruate Duty In THE UNITED STATES. 


The New York “Iron Age” for August 29 last states that 
manufacturers of light sheets and of tin plates are beginning an 
agitation for a higher duty on tin plates. The tin plate duty 
having been cut in two under the new tariff, the present rate is 
declared to be inadequate for the protection of the new industry, 
owing to the sharp advance in the price of steel. For some time 
after the new tariff went into effect the depression in the American 
steel trade caused billets to be sold at a price so low that the 
reduced tin plate duty was more than offset by the cheapness of 
the raw material. The improvement in the steel trade, however, 
threatens to bring disaster to the tin plate manufacturers by 
advancing their costs so far above the cost of producing tin plates 
abroad as to favour importations. Thus far the domestic steel 
manufacturers have stood in the breach to some extent, and have 
protected the tin plate manufacturers, furnishing tin plate bars at 
a lower rate than their full cost above billets. They have not 
been altogether unselfish in this policy because the tin plate 
interest has become an important factor in the steel trade, and 
dull times may again prevail, during which the tin plate demand 
will repay present cultivation. But such a consideration will lose 
its force if steel billets should continue to enhance in price until 
tin plate bars must be furnished at a comparative loss to keep the 
tin plate works going. It is such a contingency as this that the 
tin plate manufacturers wish to guard against. 
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The manufacturers of light sheets are impelled to take a lively 
interest in t!.is question from the fact that a number of the tin 
Jate manufacturers propose to turn their attention to the produc- 
tion of black sheets for the market. It is alleged that a good 
trade can be done even if the sheets are a trifle narrower than are 
rolled on regular merchant sheet mills. The competition is not a 
pleasing prospect for the sheet manufacturers, who have expe- 
rienced very recently some of the bitterness of adversity and have 
just begun to enjoy the sweets of prosperity. They are there- 
fore interested in the duty on tin plate and are exceedingly 
anxious to have it advanced to a point which will keep manufac- 
turers of it from entering the sheet-iron trade. These latter 
argue that as they have invested a large amount of capital in 
erecting works for making tin plate, are paying good wages to a 
large number of workmen and have made great and even 
wonderful progress towards supplying the country’s requirements, 
they are as fully entitled to adequate protection from foreign 
competition as other manufacturers. 


RAILWAYs IN BRAZIL. 


At the close of 1894, according to the “ Moniteur des Interets 
Mat¢ériels,” the total length of Railways opexed in Brazil was 


12,064 kilometres—viz., 2,825 kilometres of line belonging to the 
nation, 4,689 kilometres to private companies, and 4,550 kilometres 
to various states, 

There were, besides, at the same date, 6,952 kilometres of lines 
in course of construction. 


PATAGONIAN SHEEP INDUSTRY. 


The “South American Journal” for 24th August last gives 
some particulars as to the sheep industry in Punta Arenas (Tierra 
del Fuego). 

A manager for a French company owning something over 
100,000 sheep, with the necessary horses, said that they made 
3 fr. (about 60 cents) on every head, clear of all expenses, from 
the sale of wool alone. The increase of the lambs averaged 
about 90 per cent. of the ewes, an] this was an additional profit. 

The long-woolled varieties of sheep are in favour there. The 
lowest average of wool sheared is said tobe 7 1b.a sheep. A 
printed table of statistics which the manager carried showed that 
the average yield in 1889 in all Argentina was 4°4 lbs., while 
that of the United States was exactly that of the lowest yield of 
his flock—7 lbs. His range was considered poorer than the 
average, but it had sustained two sheep per hectare (two anda 
half acres). 
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The one disease to which Patagonia sheep are liable is the scab. 
This is kept under by dipping them in various kinds of baths, the 
expense for bath, running from 80 dols. to 90 dols. gold per year 
for every 1,000 sheep. The next greatest expense is for the 
killing of panthers. A common night’s work of the panther is 
the killing of sheep to the value of 100 dols. gold. Every 
shepherd, therefore, carries a carbine, and must be supplied with 
ali the cartridges he wants. These rifles sell for less money in 
the Punta Arenas stores than in New York gun shops, but the 
annual expense for rifles and cartridges on some ranches runs up 
to hundreds of dollars. Foxes also, and a species of wild cat 
make havoc with the young lambs. 

What with hunting down vermin and looking after the sheep 
to keep them on the range and to dip them for the scab, the 
French manager has to employ a man for every 2,500 sheep in 
his flock. On the whole, his flocks, numbering a little over 
100,000 sheep, cost the company 200,000 frs. (about 40,000 dols.) 
per year, while the sale of the last clip yielded 500,000 frs. (about 
100,000 dols.), and the price was not high. In his judgment it 
would be a very poor ‘business man who, after starting with 
a good outfit and 1,000 ewes on the Patagonia range, did not 
attain an income of 20,000 dols. gold a year at the end of 10 
years. 


CoFFEE CULTIVATION IN SUMATRA.* 


The cultivation of coffee is a monopoly of the Government, and 
the receipts under this head form an important item in the budget 
of the Dutch East Indies. Every coffee tree is Stete property. 
The natives are obliged to plant coffee trees, and to deliver the 
fruit picked and shelled to the Government warehouses, which are 
established at numerous places in the interior. The natives 
receive 15 gulden for each picul (136 lbs.) of clean coffee. From 
these warehouses the coffee is taken to the chief depdt at Padang, 
where it is disposed of in quantities of at least 200 piculs at 
auction sales held quarterly. In 1894, 23,720 piculs were thus 
sold. The greatest consumer of this coffee is America, where 
fancy prices are paid for Padang coffees. 

In opposition to Government coffee there is also “ plantation 
coffee.” This coftee is grown on plantations, which are managed 
by Europeans, and is of specially good quality, since its 
cultivation and preparation are carried out on scientific principles 
by specialists. | These plantations are leased by the Government 
to Dutch capitalists or companies for a term of 75 years. It isa 
necessary condition that the lessee is a Dutchman, and that the 
place where the plantation is to be formed is at a sufficient distance 
from the Government plantations, in order to prevent the Govern- 
ment coffee being smuggled by the natives. These plantations 


* Deutsches Handels-Archiv, August 1895. 
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usually sell the whole of the harvest in advance at the beginning 
of each year through their representatives in Padang, and here 
again America is the chief buyer. 

In some districts of South Sumatra, as Benkoelen and Kroé, the 
Government has removed all restrictions upon the cultivation of 
coffee, and the ccffee produced in these districts is sold partly -at 
Padang and partly at Batavia. Coffee also comes from the 
independent state of Korintjie, which is notorious for its tigers. 
The production of these “ free native coffees ” in 1894 is estimated 
at 8,000 piculs. 

Experiments have lately been made in growing Liberian coffee, 
which thrives best in low-lying districts and on the coast, whilst 
Arabian coffee is planted only on the mountain ranges in the 
interior. The cultivation of Liberian coffee has proved successful 
in Java, and good results are expected also in Sumatra from this 
variety. 


AFFAIRS IN PERAK. 


In a short article on affairs in the Native Malay States, the 
* London and China Telegraph” of September 9 notes that the 
Government of Perak have taken up a suggestion which was 
mooted at the beginning of the year. Parcels of white and red 
poppy seed have been obtained from India, and small samples 
have been despatched to district magistrates and others, in order 
that the suitability of the soils of the different districts for the 
cultivation may be tested. The action of the Government is very 
creditable. If it is proved that the Native States can produce 
opium profitably, it would be of great advantage to the tin- 
mining industry, and plenty of private capital would no doubt be 
found to start the cultivation. 

A Malay is said to have secured permission to cut a canal 
from the Sungei Dedap above Kota Stia to Teluk Anson for the 
use of persons collecting jungle produce, thereby shortening the 
river journey. The concessionary will be allowed to levy toll on 
passing boats. 

The report on Upper Perak for 1894 notes, as regards mining, 
that Ulu Temelong offers a bright prospect. The tin ore secured 
by prospecting is of very good quality, and about 20 piculs have 
been taken out. Applications for land have elready been 
received. The Kenering mines are still being worked, but 
the number of coolies employed is so small that the output of 
tin is such as demands little notice. A great portion of the 
district still remains unprospected, no officer of the Mines Depart- 
ment having been detailed for the work. 

The phenomenal success of the French Mining Company 
appears to be one of the sensations of the day. Their head- 
quarters are at Kampar, where the manager, M. Colligan, resides ; 
but they have recently opened new fields, and wherever they 
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have worked they appear to have been successful. On their 
five or six properties they now employ about 3,000 men. During 
the last six months they have raised 20,000 piculs of tin, of a 
total value of about 400,000 dols., or an average of over 20 dols. 
per coolie per month. In duty they have paid to the Govern- 
ment no less than 50,000 dols. during the last half year. 


TRADE OF BANGKOK FoR 1894. 


The “ Bangkok Times” has published a return of the imports 
and exports of that port for the year 1894 from statistics furnished 
by the Siamese Customs. From these tables it appears that the 
total value of goods imported into Bangkok in 1894 was 17,083,000 
dollars (Mexican), including bullion and specie (4,443,000 dols.). 
The principal items were shirtings (1,288,000 dols.), chowls 
(783,000 dcls.), miscellaneous piece goods (625,000 dols.), opium 
(754,000 dols.), gunny bags (591,000 dols.), kerosine oil (484,000 
dols.), and sugar (377,000 dols.). The total amount of exports for 
the same period reached a value of 24,669,000 dols., of which rice 
was the principal article (16,845,000 dols.), other important items 
being Mexican dollars (1,076,000 dole.), Plahaang (770,000 dols.), 
teak of all kinds (1,141,000 dols.), fish (660,000 dols.), live animals 
—” bullocks, &c.) (486,000 dols.), and birds’ nests (443,000 

ols.). 


SEALING IN JAPANESE WATERS. 

The Canadian vessels engaged in sealing off the coasts of Japan 
have not had a good season, according to a report published in the 
“Canadian Gazette.” 

The result fell far below expectations, owing to the continuance 
of strong winds in the early and best part of the season, during 
which hunting operations could not be carried on; and, although 
a fair amount of work was done during the latter part of the season, 
the number of seals taken was about 11,000 short of that of last 
year. The sealers on the coast of British Columbia were equally 
unfortunate from the same cause. Seals were found to be plenti- 
ful on both sides of the Pacific; the weather alone prevented 
operations being largely carried on. The only consolation for 
those engaged in the industry is that prices are at present ruling 
much higher than those of last season. 

The catch of the whole foreign sealing fleet on the coast of 


Japan for 1895 is :— 


Skins. 
British Columbian schooners . - 16,707 
United States schooners - - 9,206 
Yokohama schooners - - - 1,424 


27,337 
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Reports received at Ottawa by the Dominion Department of 
Marine and Fisheries indicate that sealskins are likely to be dearer 
this year than for several seasons past. The principal factor in 
reducing quotations of skins last season was the unusually large 
catch of Canadian sealers, amounting to 94,000 skins, 25,000 more 
than the catch of the previous year, and about double the catch of 
1892. At the Department it is stated that the number of skins 
taken this year, and likely to be taken in Behring Sea during the 
open season, which commenced on August Ist, will be considerably 
below the catch of 1894. 


EMIGRATION FROM BritisH INDIA. 


A communication has been received from the India Office with 
statistics of emigration from British India. The figures relate 
solely to emigration as carried on under the Emigration Laws. 
They take no account of the numbers who leave India as 
passengers, not having been recruited by emigration agencies 
for service in the Colonies, these being separately dealt with. 
These tables also take no account of the persons who leave India 
on pilgrimage to the holy places in Arabia, of whom small but 
uncertain numbers settle out of India. 

The number of emigrants from India during the ten years, 
1885-86 to 1894-95, amounted to 131,389, making an annual 
average of 13,139 persons. Few, if any, even of this insignificant 
number, quit the country with the intention of permanently 
establishing their domicile elsewhere, most, if not all of them, in 
fact, leaving with the hope of returning with their savings to 
their homes in a few years. The number of persons who 
yeturned during the last ten years amounted to 73,525, an 
average of 7,352 yearly, or somewhat more than one-half of the 
number who left India. The mortality amongst emigrants is 
high in some of the Colonies to which they go, and of those who 
survive a substantial proportion elect to continue to work in the 
Colony after their term of indenture expires, and many of these. 
never return to India. In Mauritius, for instance, about 69 per 
cent. of the population (256,000 out of a population of 372,000) 
are Indian settlers, and in Trinidad and elsewhere the settled 
Indians are increasing in numbers. 

There are five places in India from which emigration may 
legally be carried on—Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, and the two 
French settlements of Pondichery and Karikal. From Bombay 
emigration was stopped many years ago, and, though no legal 
restriction exists, recruiting has never been resumed, labour in 
the Western Presidency being, on the whole, so well paid that 
there is but little inducement to emigrate to the coolie-employ- 
ing colonies. From the French settlements there has been no 
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emigrations since 1884, except in one year, 1888-89. The port of 
Calcutta is the most convenient for the shipment of emigrants 
drawn from the impoverished masses of the thickly-populated 
provinces of Oudh and Bihar, and the main steam of emigration 
flows down the Hooghly. Of the 18,428 persons who emigrated 
from India in 1894-95, as many as 16,329 were shipped from 
Calcutta, almost all of them from the North-Western Provinces, 
Oudh, and Bikar. From Madras 2,099 were shipped. 

The destiaations of the emigrants in the last five years were as 
follows :— 


— | 1890-91. | 1891-92. | 1892-93. | 1893-94. | 1894-95. 
To Mauritius - - 3,039 989 — 485 1,029 
» Na ~ ~ 4,330 3,349 3,119 2,612 3,592 
», Demerara - - 5,218 5,231 4,723 5,883 7,200 
» Trinidad - 7 3,435 3,285 2,620 1,926 3,185 
» Dutch Guiana - 1,249 698 1,075 1,104 1,279 
1,171 1,985 781 1,082 1,482 
» Jamaica - -| 1,087 | — 1,060 — 486 711 
» St. Lucia - - 556 157 
Total - “ | 20,085 | 16,597 12,318 | 13,735 18,428 


From Calcutta the bulk of the emigrants sailed to British and 
Dutch Guiana and Trinidad, much the largest proportion of the 
whole (7,200) going to Demerara. About a fifth of the whole 
number went to Natal and Fiji. There is a considerable flow of 
native labourers to Ceylon and the Straits, but this traffic is not 
conducted under the provisions of the Emigration Act. 


CoLUIERIEs IN Britis Inpra. 


A statement has been received from the India Office, from 
which it appears that in 1894 there were 109 collieries ut work in 
Bengal, one in Madras, two in the Punjab, two in the Central Pro- 
vinces, four in Assam, one in Burma, one in Central India, one in 
the Nizam’s territory, and two in Baluchistan, making 123 in all, 
against 96 in the preceding year, and 88 in 1892. The output 
from the Bengal mines was reported as 2,035,934 tons; 140,495 
tons were raised from the Central Provinces collieries (Mohpani 
and Warora); 169,448 tons from the Assam collieries; 132,837 
tons from Umeria (Central India); 66,467 tons from the Dandot 
and Bhaganwila collieries in the Punjab; 240,525 tons from the 
Singareni colliery in the Nizam’s territory; 21,498 tons from the 
Khost and Sharigh mines in Baluchistan; 12,111 tons from the 
Letkakpin mine in the Shwebo district in Burma; and 1,337 tons 
from the Rachagorapalli mine in the Godavari district in the 
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Madras Presidency.. The annual output in all India has been as 
follows in the last five years :— 


Tons. 
1890 - - - 2168,521 
1891 - = - 2,328,577 
1892 - - 2,537,696 
1893 - - - 2,562,001 
1894 - - - - 2,820,652 


The output of the mines in Bengal last year was about 72 per 
cent. of the whole production, and that province receives but 
little imported coal, Bombay and Sindh taking most of the 
imporis. The cost of maritime transport for such cargo was so 
high in India until recently that it was not profitable to send 
Bengal coal by sea to the other provinces. There has, however, 
been a somewhat rapid change during the last few years in the 
conditions, and the total exports from Bengal to other provinces 
by sea in 1894-95 amounted to 183,935 tons. Bengal is also 
exporting rapidly increasing quantities by railway and river to 
other provinces and to native states (Rajputana and Central India), 
the exports being in 1894-95, 420,563 tons. Thus, the exports 
from Bengal by land and sea represent nearly one-third of the 
production in that province. In the last three years Burma 
consumed on an average more than three tons of Indian coal for 
every ton of imported coal, and Madras burns nearly as much 
Indian as imported coal, but Western India still finds it more 
advantageous to use imported coal. The Indian railways consume 
native coal in large and increasing quantities, the consumption in 
1894 being about 38 per cent. of the whole output of the mines, 
and the quantity of imported coal burnt by them has fallen to 
a low point. 

The total number of persons employed at the mines is given 
as 43,197. 


Mapras Harspour Works. 


The extensions and improvements upon which the trustees of 
the Madras Harbour have for some years been engaged, are, 
according to the “Knglishman” of August 13th last, rapidly 
approaching completion. 

The north pier, which is now oy is some 3,800 ft. in 
length, and the south pier, on which the pier-head caisson was 
set in March last, is 3,900 ft. The filling in of the caisson with 
concrete has now been completed and the erection of a lighthouse 
corresponding to that at the north pare agen and the capping, are 
practically all that are required to finish the work. The capping, 


by the way, consists of large concrete blocks, made in situ, and 
each weighing about 250 tone. ‘The total cost of the harbour, 
sanctioned by the Secretary of State in 1892, was Re. 1,23,83,386. 
It was at first deemed that Rs. 61 lakhs of this total, being the 
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sanctioned estimate for reconstruction, would be all that was 
required, but the delay in the completion of the works, and the 
enhanced charge for cement, has necessitated an additional 
requisition of four lakhs, which the Government does not yet 
appear to have sanctioned. 


InpIAN TRANS-FRONTIER TRADE. 


According to the “ Englishman” of August 20 last, there 
was a revival in the foreign land trade of the Punjab last year, 
imports increasing by 20 and exports by 11 percent. Trade 
with Kabul continued to decline, and the competition of the 
Trans-Caspian Railway touched the lowest point on record— 
43 lakhs against 112 five years ago, but the decline was more 
than balanced by the increased trade with Kashmir and Bajaur. 
These are now the best markets, Kashmir alone taking 53 per 
cent. of the total landward foreign trade of the province. Bajaur 
has become a better customer than Kabul, and the retention of 
the road to Chitra] will doubtless lead to a further development 
of trade with these regions. In Waziristan last year the presence 
of British troops had the effect of trebling the trade by the 
Tochi Pass, raiding being stopped for the time, and the force 
which now garrisons the Tochi Valley should help to maintain 
the increase. 


New Inpran Raitway. 


A communication, dated August 16 last, has been received — 
at the India Office from the Public Works Depariment of the 
Government of India, to the effect that the Oodeypore-Chitor 
Railway, 60} miles in length, was opened for the public carriage 
of passengers on the Ist August last. 


THE TRADE OF BuRMA, 


F A report has been received from the India Office on the trade 
and navigation of Burma for the year 1894-95, from which it 
appears that the total imports for that period amounted in value 
to Rs. 10,10,91,136, as against Re, 10,56,92,608 for a like period 
in 1893-94. : 

The exports for the year 1894-95 were valued at Rs. 
13,90,37,612, as compared with Rs. 11,93,36,026 in 1893-94. 
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Trave OF RaNnGoon, 


According to the ‘ Englishman,” the total value of the trade 
of the port of Rangoon in 1894-95 shows an improvement of 
Re. 74,91,873 as compared with that of 1889--90. The number 
of vessels which entered the port in 1889-90 was 1,188, of which 
851 were steamers, 129 European sailing vessels, and 208 Native 
craft, the net tonnage of steamers being 853,294 and of sailing 
vessels 175,280, making a total of 1,028,574. In 1894-95 the 
arrivaly were 897 steamers with a net tonnage of 1,103,239, and 
107 European sailing vessels and 119 Native craft with a net 
tonnage of 130,458, the aggregate being 1,123 vessels and 
1,233,697 tons. Steamers have increased during the past five 
years in pumber 5°40 per cent. and in tonnage 29-92 per cent., 
while European sailing vessels and Native craft have decreased 
in number 32°93 per cent. and in tonnage 25°57 per cent. 


PEARL-FISHING IN QUEBEC. 


A new Canadian industry is being developed in the province of 
Quebec. The “Canadian Gazetie” of September 5 last says 
that this province has long been famous as supplying some of the 
best sport to anglers in the Dominion. The fisheries, too, are 
valuable from a commercial point of view, and now it seems that 
the value has been considerably enhanced by recent investigations, 
which make it evident that the rivers of Quebec teem with pearl- 
bearing shells. Though the fact is not generally known, it 
appears that for some time past a few individuals have devoted 
much of their time to inland pearl-fishing in the province, with 
very satisfactory results. Fine stones are very rare, though some 
are occasionally found of the right colour, as large asa good- 
sized pea, and perfectly round. But tbe less valuable kinds are 
very numerous, pearl-bearing shells being common in all the 
streams below the city of Quebec, and in many of those above it, 
The shells themselves are of beautiful colours. 

A fine collection has now been taken from the River Nicolet, 
near Montreal, and if people who really know something about 
the habits of the pearl-bearing molluscs were to go into that 
business, it is thought possible that a profitable industry might be 
established. Some.of the richest pearl rivers in the province are 
believed to be those in the newly opened-up Lake St. John 
district, which is now so much frequented by United States 
anglers. Remarkably fine specimens have recently been taken 
out of one of the tributaries of the Peribonea. [ishing for them 
is not an easy task, as the good shells are generally in pretty 
deep water, and are only distinguished with difficulty from the 
others. Even after obtaining the shells the search for the pearl 
is a long and delicate one. It may be hidden in the body of the 
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molluse cr broken in too violently opening the shell. Pearl- 
fishing is also the latest excitement at River Philip, in Nova 
Scotia. A considerable number of pearls have been taken, some 
of which are said to be of good value. Many have been sent to 
Toronto and Montreal, that their real value may be ascertained. 


BELGIAN-CANADIAN STEAMSHIP LINE. 


The “Canadian Gazette,” of August 22 last, reports that an 
agreement has been arrived at between the Colombia-Belgian 
Steamship Company and the Dominion Government by which, 
for an annual subsidy of 50,000 dols., the Company is to establish 
an eleven-knot fortnightly steamship service between Canada and 
Antwerp, calling ata French port. The arrangement has been 
concluded since Parliament closed, and hes consequently been 
carried out by Dominion Order-in-Council. It is subject to 
ratification by the Dominion Parliament next session, as regards 
the subsidy. The first steamship of the new line will, it has been 
arranged, leave Montreal fur France and Belgium on May 1 
next. 


TRADE OF THE CarE or Goop Hopr. 


A communication, dated September 10 last, has been received 
from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing 
extracts from the Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette of 
August 13 last, from which it appears that the value of the 
imports into the colony for the seven months ended 31st July 
1895, including specie, amounted to 10,038,000/, as compared 
with 6,561,000/. for the corresponding period of 1894. With 
( to the exports, the total value fur the seven months ended 
July 31st 1895, including specie, was 9,483,0001, as compared 
with 8,324,000/. for a like period in 1894. 


TrapE STAtTistTics or Laaos. 


The “ Lagos Weekly Record” of July 20 last, prints some 
statistical tables showing the value of the import and export trade 
cf the colony for the years 1891, 1893, and 1894, with a view 
of ascertaining (1) by statistical demonstration the extent to 
which the trade of the colony has been affected by the opening up 
of the interior routes, and (2) the actual value of the trade in 
spirits and the extent of the effect which it is exerting upon trade 
in general. 

As regards the effect which the opening up of the interior 
routes has had upon trade, the figures for 1891 will serve to 
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indicate the volume of trade existing prior to that event, and as 
during that year there occurred no disturbance calculated to 
produce any appreciable derangement, the volume of trade 
represented by the returns for the year may be taken as a fair 
average existing at that time. The Jebu expedition took 
place in 1892, and, together with the opening of the new routes, 
was not without its effects upon trade. For this reason, 
therefore, the returns for 1892 and those for 1893 cannot be 
taken as presenting a fair average of the volume of trade sub- 
sequent to the opening of the routes. But allowing for the 
subsidence in these two years of any abnormal conditions created 
through the stoppage of trade and cther circumstances incidental 
to the expedition, the figures for 1894 may be taken as fur- 
nishing a normal average of the state of trade after the opening 
up of the trade routes. Taking these two years then—1891 and 
1894—as the basis of calculations, it is seen that the imports for 
the former year amount to 607,646/. as against 742,944/. for 1894, 
giving an increase of 135,298/. in favour of the growth of trade. 
While fully recognising the many conditions and influences by 
which import returns may be affected, and making due con- 
sideration for these, the above result must be taken as indicative 
of a prosperous condition of trade consequent on the opening up 
of the interior routes. This conclusion is borne out by the 
export returns, which show a total value of exports in 1891 of 
717,6361. as against 821,682/. in 1894, an appreciable difference 
in favour of the growth of trade of 104,0461, 

But the question around which the most interest is at present 
centred, is not so much the extent to which trade has been 
developed by the opening of the interior routes, as whether these 
newly-opened channels of communication with the interior only 
afford increased facility for aneraetng the trade in spirits 
without any correspocding value as outlets for legitimate com- 
merce, In this’ respect, the statement appended to the general 
statistics, and showing the value during the three years of the 
importitions of cotton goods aud spirits, will be found most useful. 
According to these figures, the value of spirits imported in 1891 
was 87,8592 in a total import trade of 607,646/., being a little 
over 14 per cent. In 1893 the import of spirits amounted to 
102,909/. in a total import of 748,699/., being a little leas than 
the percentage cf 1891, while in 1894 the value of spirits imported 
amounted to 123,722/. on a total import value of 742,9441, and 
which is rather more than 16 per cent. This would show that the 
spirit trade, as compared with the total imports, had increased over 
2 per cent. from 1893 to 189: ; but as this increase is not manifested 
in a gradual growth from 1691, it may be due to the fluctuations 
to which the trade is known to be liable. Put in a general form, in 
a total increase of imports of 135,297/. from 1891 to 1894, spirits 
represent an increase of 35,863/., cotton goods 75,331/., and other 
goods 24,103. These figures show that proportionately, the 
trade in cotton goods has increased at a higher rate of percentage 
than the spirit traffic, while if taken in conjunction with other 
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“legitimate” commodities, the percentage becomes higher still. 
This obviously does not bear out the contention that the spirit 
traffic chokes out and destroys legitimate trade. 


GrerMAN CoKE FOR AUSTRALIA. 

The “ Engineering and Mining Journal ” (New York) says that 
Mr. Theodore M. Stephen, United States Consul at Annaberg, 
writes that a dozen large sailing vessels have been chartered to 
load coke for Port Pierie, Australia, where it will come into com- 
petition with the Durham (English) coke. The Durham 
producers believed that they could retain without trouble the 
Australian market, having supplied it almost exclusively ever 
since it existed, but they may find German competition an important 
factor in the future. 


Trarric Earnines In New Sours WALES. 


It appears from a communication received from the Agent- 
General for New South Wales that the earnings of the New 
South Wales railways in June last amounted to 205,025/, as 
compared with 197,853/. in June 1894, In the six months ended 
30th June 1895, the aggregate earnings were 1,267,211, as 
compared with 1,224,091/. for the first six months of 1894. The 
length of line open is 2,531} miles. 

As regards the tramways, the receipts for June last amounted 
to 21,4861, as against 21,079/. for the same month of 1894, The 
length of line open is 61 miles. 
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XVIII.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bolton.—The monthly meeting of the Bolton Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 5th September last, Mr. J. R. 
Fletcher in the chair. In consequence of inquiries at the offices 
of the Chamber as to the economy and convenience of bringing 
goods to Bolton vid Manchester Ship Canal instead of from 
Liverpool, information had been received that a number of firms 
had availed themselves of the canal route in preference to the 
route vid Liverpool. From a list of rates supplied it would 
appear that there is a nett saving in favour of the canal route. 

here had been a general correspondence on the decimal system, 
foreign prison-made goods, and the metric system for weights and 
measures. The latter system has been pressed forward by the 
Chamber annually since September 1887 with other chambers, 
and appears now to be gaining more converts to its adoption as 
the subject is better understood. 

The London, Liverpool, Madras, and Bengal Chambers had 
called attention to the very high telegraph rates to the East. 
They stated that there has been very little reduction per word in 
the charge for Indian messages for the past 20 years, and contend 
that a reduction of the tariff would assuredly be followed by a 
considerable increase in the traffic; and they instanced the 
example of Australia as a proof of this, The Madras Chamber 
also say that on the reduction of the minimum chargeable for 
messages between Europe and India in 1876, from ten words to 
one word, a considerable increase in the traffic took place. It 
appeared desirable that the Chambers should co-operate to secure 
an adequate reduction in the rates. 


Bradford. — A meeting of the Council of the Bradford 
Chamber of Commerce was held on September 25 last, Mr. G. 
Hoffmann in the chair. 

It appeared from the minutes of the wool supply committeee 
that at the meeting of the committee on August 28th, a letter on 
mohair short firsts, drafted by Mr. Crabtree, was read and 
approved, and the secretary was instructed to send a copy to each 
Chamber of Commerce in South Africa, and to such other bodies 
as had written to the Chamber on the matter. The text of the 
letter was as follows :— 

“ Dear Sir,—It is now over four months since this Chamber 
addressed the various Chambers of Commerce of South Africa 
upon the question of short firsts in the summer clip of Cape 
mohair. Many replies have been received, all of which state that 
our letter had been brought before the members of the various 
bodies interested, and that it had also been published in the local 
newspapers. In some cases the letter gave rise to important 
discussions, in the course of which statements were made, which 
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it is thought, call for some comment from this Chamber. In 
commenting thereon I may say that the only object of the 
Chamber is to indicate to the growers of mohair in South Africa 
what the spinners here really require, and what it would there- 
fore be for the benefit of the farmers to produce. At a meeting 
of the Zwart Ruggens Farmers’ Association held on the 8th 
July last, a most interesting discussion took place upon the Brad- 
ford letter, and it is gratifying to the Chamber to notice that the 
farmers there assembled recognised the necessity of allowing the 
eummer firsts to grow longer than is at present the case with the 
majority of farmers, for they passed a resolution that shearing 
Angoras twice a year was necessary, provided the summer clip be 
of not less than eight months’ growth. It may be possible to 
grow the summer clip of sufficient length in eight months ; that 
is a matter which can only be decided by the growers themselves. 
The Chamber desires to point out, however, that the firsts should 
not be less than 7 ins. in length. If tie hair were grown that 
length spinners here would be eatisfied, and no complaints would 
be made. The firsts could then be used for the best portion of 
the trade, for which Turkey mohair alone is at present suitable. 
In further proof of the advantage of growing longer hair, I may 
mention that although a considerable quantity of mohair has this 
year been shipped to America the American buyers have not 
bought any Cape firsts, owing to their lack of length. One 
speaker at the meeting of the Zwart Ruggens Farmers’ Associa- 
tion complained that buyers make no difference in price between 
long hair and short hair, one price being given for all. That may 
be the case with the country storekeeper, but it is not so in Port 
Elizabeth, nor is it so in Bradford. On the contrary, buyers here 
are very particular about length of staple, and now that prices 
have riaen so very high, they are extremely careful, and make a 
greater difference than ever. Another speaker mentioned that 
four distinct classes of goats had been imported, viz., the Beybezar, 
the Angora, the Geredeh, and the Castamboul. That is quite 
correct, and it may be useful to growers to know that the 
Beybezar hair is the best, and always fetches the highest price. 
The next best is the Angora, of which as much is grown as of all 


other kinds put together. ‘The Geredeh is an oily goat, which 
farmers ought to avoid by all means, as it is self-evident that 
greasy hair is not so valuable as clean hair. The Castamboul 
hair is looser, and does not spin so well as the first two classes, and 
it always sells for less money. As practically the entire clip of 
Cape mohair comes to Bradford, you will see that this is a matter 
of great importance to the trade here, as well as to the growers in 
South Africa, and we trust that the efforts made to show the 
latter which is the right kind of mohair to grow will be appre- 
ciated, and that the farmers will endeavour to produce the article 
the trade requires. 
“T am, &c., 
FrepkK. Hooper, 
“ Secretary to the Bradford Chamber of Coimerce.” 
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A discussion was raised on the telephone service, with a view to 
securing an improved system in the district, and eventually it 
was decided to memorialise the Postmaster-General on the subject. 

The new regulations with regard to certificates of origin for 
Spain and the memorial to the First T.ord of the Treasury on the 
metric system also came up for discussion. 


Bristol._—At the last monthly meeting of the council of the 
Bristol Chamber of Commerce, under the presidency of Mr. George 
H. Perrin, Mr. W. T. Parker moved the following resolution :— 

* That the council of this Chamber resolves to take immediate 
steps, by memorialising the members in Parliament for this city, 
praying them to introduce a short Bill, or to take action in 
any other way that may be deemed more expedient, to effect 
the repeal of the following paragraph of the Sale of Goods 
Act, 1893, sub-section 3 of section 32, viz.:—‘ Unleas otherwise 
‘agreed, where goods are sent by the seller to the buyer by a route 
‘involving sea transit under circumstances in which it is usual to 
‘insure, the seller must give such notice to the buyer as may 
‘enable him to insure them during their sea transit, and if the 
‘seller fail to do so the goods shall be deemed to be at his risk 
‘during such sea transit.” Mr. Parker, in introducing the 
subject, said: In asking that steps may be taken to effect as 
promptly as possible the repeal of this obscure and hitherto almost 
unknown clause of the Sale of Goods Act, 1893, I may explain 
that the clause in question is an absolute and uncalled for reversal 
of an ancient well-known and well-defined custom in common 
law. That it is an absolute reversal is plain, because previous to 
the passing of the above Act it was an undisputed and well- 
known legal axiom that any carrier, whether for land or marine 
transport, acted directly as the agent of whichever of the two 
parties, sender or receiver, paid him, and that the ownership of 
the goods became vested in that party directly the carrier so 
acting as agent received them, and consequently all risk of loss 
or damage lay with those two contracting parties, and the shipper 
or sender, if he did not pay the freight or carriage, was clear of all 
liability whatever. As proof that this was a formerly well-known 
law, and that the change is obscure and little known, I may 


mention that recently a very able County Court judge admitted 
that until brought to his notice by counsel, ina case then before 
him, nearly two years after the passing of the Act, he was unaware 
of the change, and still more recently the legal editor of such an 
important shipping journal as Lloyd’s List, gave in reply to a 
correspondent an answer diametrically opposed to what was at the 
time the correct law. Tliat the change was uncalled for and not 
needed must be readily admitted, as there never has been any 
protest or question raised against the equity and justice of the 
ancient custom. The buyer under the old law, knowing well his 
liability in the matter, on giving an oder for shipment had full 
and perfect opportunity to effect insurance if so minded, either by 
instructing the seller to do so, which, at any rate, in my own 
business is the custom, or by doing so himself. On the contrary, 
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the seller, withont specific instructions from the buyer, was in no 
way called upon to insure, and if he did so, it was, and, indeed, 
still is, entirely at the option of the buyer after safely receiving 
the goods, either to pay the premium or not, and in the latter 
évent the seller loses without power of redress. There was, there- 
fore, no reason for such a change in the law being made; on the 
contrary, numerous sound and substantial arguments may be 
advanced against it. First and foremost, as I have already 
intimated, a short and obscure clause in a large and very important 
codification of law relating to the sale of goods generally, has 
escaped general notice, and thereby already engendered vexatious 
litigation owing to the natural ignorance of sellers as to the new 
liabilities imposed upon them. Secundly, as buyers frequently give 
urgent orders for immediate shipment, especially in coastwise and 
Continental business, there is, if the seller acts upon such orders, 
no time or opportunity whatever for him to give the necessary 
notice. The inconvenience and unfairness of this need not further 
be insisted on. They are obvious. Again, very grave differences 
of opinion as to the actual application of the clause may be held 
with regard to the words, “under circumstances in which it is 
usual to insure.”” Numerous instances could be given, both with 
regard to coastwise and Continental traffic, where, with precisely 
the same risks, one set of merchants would always cover, while 
at the same time others in the same trade never do. 

In such cases as that, who is to say which is the usual custom ? 
Then, again, what is the exact meaning of the words, “ unless 
otherwise agreed,” applied to business of ‘this nature. Woulda 
general notice issued to the customers by the seller constitute an 
agreement, or must he specifically make an agreement on each 
transaction, and must such an agreement be in writing and require 
astamp? Such ambiguity and uncertainty must lead to litigation 
to obtain judicial decisions before the actual effects of the clause 
can be clearly admitted and understood. It has beer intimated 
to me that perhaps it would be as well to endeavour to get the 
clause amended, so that buyers who might not know that sea 
transit was involved might be covered. My reply to that is—- 
cases where the buyer himself paying the freight or carriage, and 
not knowing that sea transit was involved, would be so rare that 
they would not be worth taking into consideration ; and further, 
such a provision would complicate and render liable to miscon- 
struction the law on the subject, when by a simple repeal of the 
clause asked for the old and clearly-defined custom would be 
revived. As most foreign transactions are of comparatively large 
consignments, and the parties concerned naturally see to insurance 
being effected by mutual arrangements, the application of this 
change in the law, as a matter of fact, is in respect principally to 
coastwise traffic, which, although in the aggregate of considerable 
volume, is made up in detail by numerous and comparatively 
small transactions, and consequently, I believe, only a small pro- 
portion is insured, It is, therefore, of the utmost importance that 
the onus of liability should be well defined and very generally 
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known, which was undoubtedly the case under the old custom of 
common laws ; and therefore, in asking this Chamber to agitate 
for a repeal of the uncalled for change, even if such agitation 
should be unsuccessful, it will be fulfilling a very useful purpose in 
advertising and making more widely known the present actual 
liability of buyers and sellers in respect to traffic involving sea 
transit. 

Mr. C. J. Aldridge seconded Mr. Parker’s motion, and after a 
long discussion it was carried by a majority. 

Reference was also made at the meeting to the defective train 
service on certain branch lines of the Great Western Railway 
— ; to the metrical system of weights and measures; and to 
the proposed light and fog signal at Skokam Island. 


Liverpool.—A meeting of the committee of the African Trade 
Section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held on the 
20th September last under the chairmanship of Mr. Ellis 
Edwards, 

A letter had been written to the Foreign Office asking whether 
as a condition attached to the privilege of free engagement of 
Kroo labourers in Liberia by French subjects, French vessels 
were compelled to limit their calls to the authorised ports of 
entry of Liberia. In reply, Lord Salisbury had said that a 
despatch had been received from Her Majesty’s Minister at Paris, 
in which he stated that he has ascertained that the French 
Government hold that vessels can only enter Liberian ports 
where there is a Custom-house. Lord Salisbury added that the 
question of endeavouring to obtain additional ports of entry is 
under his consideration. It was resolved by the committee to 
press for the addition to the present ports of entry of those other 

rts with which trade has long been done, such, for instance, as 

tra Kroo and Half Cavally. 

In a further letter Lord Salisbury stated, in respect to the 
question of a tax on the recruitment of Kroo labourers in the 
French colonies on the West Coast of Africa, that he had reason 
to believe that the British and French Governments are agreed 
in principle as to an arrangement, the nature of which will be 
communicated to the Chamber as soon as certain details are 
settled, which are still under discussion. 

A letter was read from Messrs, Elder, Dempster, and Co. 
complaining of the condition of the Lagos Bar, and stating that, 
in their opinion, the African Section should support the action 
taken by the Lagos Chamber of Commerce with a view to im- 
provement of the Bar. It was resolved to repeat the recommen- 
dation made to the Government some time back, that a suction- 
og hopper dredger of moderate size should be used to deepen 
the Bar. 

A special meeting of the African trade section was also con- 
vened on September 26th last, for the discussion of the question 
of the liquor trade with West Africa, and to consider the request 
made by Mr. Secretary Chamberlain to the deputation which 
waited upon him on the 23rd ult., for information and suggestions 
on the subject. 


I 
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A meeting of the Council as a general purposes committee 
was held on the 3rd October last in the boardroom, Mr. Charles 
M‘Arthur presiding. 

The meeting was held specially to arrange the programme for 
a conference which is to take place on the 18th October, between 
representatives of the Chamber and the members of Parliament 
for Liverpool, Bootle, Birkenhead, &c., on the subject of measures 
which it is desirable should come before Parliament next session. 


Manchester—An ordinary meeting of the Board of Directors of 
the Manchester Chamber of Commerce was held on 9th October 
last, Mr. J. A. Beith (president) in the chair. 

Complaints of over-valuations of imports at Bulgarian Custom- 
houses in the assessment of ad valorem import duties were 
submitted to the Board in the minutes of the East European sub- 
committee of the General Foreign Committee. These fad been 
investigated as far as possible, and, on the recommendation of the 
sub-committee, it was resolved that particulars should be obtained 
of a specific illustrative case, accompanied by copies of the 
necessary documents, and that these should be forwarded to the 
Foreign Office, with a request that if the Bulgarian Customs 
regulation providing for the levying of ad valorem duties in kind 
in cases of dispute is still in force, inquiries may be made as to 
the reasons why the alternative of this method has not been 

allowed to the importer in the instances complained of. 

' A letter from the Foreign Office was laid before the Board, in 
reply to an inquiry from the Chamber, to the effect that the Custom- 
house in Constantinople had been kept open for business notwith- 
standing the recent disturbances. A letter received on Tuesday 
from a Greek house in Manchester having considerable trade 
relations with Constantinople was also submitted, stating that 
correspondence from that city, which had been intermittent last 
week and had given rise to some apprehension, was now arriving 
with accustomed regularity. 

At its last meeting the African Sectional Committee had 
discussed a scheme at present under the consideration of the 
Government of Lagos by which it was proposed to connect the 
town and island of Lagos with the mainland, vid the islet of 
Iddo, by meuns of two bridges. The largest of these, from Lagos 
to Iddo, was to be 2,206 feet long, and to have a swinging span 
to accommodate the navigation. The smaller bridge, from Iddo 
to the mainland, was to be 917 feet long. Both bridges were 
intended for highway traffic, but the smaJl bridge was to be eo 
constructed that a railway bridge could afterwards be built along- 
side and braced to it. On a tracing of the site and bridges 
which the Colonial Office had been good enough to supply, the 
termination of the proposed railway was marked as on Iddo 
Island. The Board approved the resolution of the African 
Sectional Committee that the Colonial Office should be asked for 
full information as to where it is proposed to make the terminus 
of the railway, since, apart from the construction of a line, there 
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did not appear to be sufficient justification at the present time 
for so Jarge an expenditure as would be involved in the making 
vf the bridges. 

In the minutes of the Produce Sectional Executive Committee 
attention was called to the initiation of direct imports of 
produce by steamer from Australia to Manchester by the Gulf 
line. The Committee had adopted a resolution to the effect that 
the question of encouraging the direct importation of such produce 
to Manchester should be considered at a general meeting of the 
Produce Sectional Committee to be held very shortly, and that 
in the meantime a statement should be prepared and sent to the 
Agents General setting forth the facilities offered at the port of 
Manchester for the rapid discharge and distribution throughout 
the North of England of Australian products. These proceedings 
were approved, and the Board was informed that the first steamer 
put on the berth for Manchester was, according to the latest mail 
advices, all but fully engaged with general cargo. She is to sail 
on November 14th from Sydney, calling at Melbourne. 

It was agreed that the next quarterly meeting of the Chamber 
should be held on Monday, November 4. 

Nottingham.—A meeting of the Council of the Nottingham 
Chamber of Commerce was held on 16th September last, under the 
presidency of Mr. J. Billyeald. 

Mr. Stiebel presented a verbal report on the new forms of 
certificates of origin for Spain, embodying the results of the 
deliberation of the Foreign Trade Committee. He said the 
certificates ought to have come into force on August 31, but in 
consequence of strong protests from other Chambers, and notabiy 
the London Chamber, the process had been deferred to the 
31st October. The committee suggested that, instead of the 
present declarations, there should be a statutory declaration of 
that kind, or even more stringent if necessary. It would be 
impossible to carry on trade with Spain from Nottingham if the 
provisions of this royal decree for the new declaration were to be 
insisted upon. Legitimate trade would be absolutely killed by 
those formalities, whilst the fraudulent would have exactly the 
same facilities as heretofore. It would be wise to send a very 
strong letter to the Foreign Office, pointing out the difficulties as 
regarded the exactions from the Spanish Foreign Office, at the 
same time offering to make statutory declarations or declarations 
on oath, if such a thing should be required. A motion was 
adopted to carry out the suggestion thrown out by the committee. 

The chairman said he would like some representation to be 
made by the council to local post office authorities as to whether 
something could not be done to disperse more knowledge with 
regard to the delivery of the American mails. After giving one 
or two illustrations of the hindrance to business caused by lack of 
such knowledge, the chairman suggested that there should be 
some intimation received from Queenstown, which would enable 
the postmaster to hang a card in the window announce ng the time 
at which the American mails would arrive. 

A 8£900. ret 
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A letter from the London Chamber was received, asking the 
co-operation of the Nottingham Chamber with regard to the 
reduction of telegraph rates between this country, India, and the 
East. The Chamber passed a resolution in favour of the 
proposals. 

A meeting of the Council of the Nottingham Chamber of Com- 
— was held on the 7th October last, Mr. J. Billyeald in the 
chair. 

The president said rather an urgent case turned up the other 
day, and he was applied to, It was the return of some certificates 
from Spain through having the name of a person representing the 
firm having his name entered in the certificate. ‘The shipping 
agent of the firm returned the certificate, and of course caused 
much inconvenience and delay in getting the goods through. He 
had seen some of the magistrates on the matter who, after some 
discussion, had decided to postpone the consideration of the matter 
for a fortnight, with a view in the meantime of inquiries being 
made as to the practice in other towns. 

With regard to the arrival of foreign mails, the postmaster had 
promised to have a notice put up in the office informing the public 
when the American mail would be ready each day. 

The clerk read a circular letter from the London Chamber of 
Commerce inviting the Nottingham Chamber to send delegates to 
a conference of associations, to be held shortly, for the purpose of 
considering the report of the Board of Trade Departmental 
Committee and the draft Bill agreed upon by that Committee, 
containing certain suggested amendments to the law relating to 
companies. Also to consider a report from the London Chamber 
on the same subject, as contained in certain resolutions adopted by 
a special committee of that Chamber. 


\ 
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XIX.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Statistical Abstract for the United Kingdom in each of the 
last Fifteen Years from 1880 to 1894. Forty-second Number, 
(C—7875.) Price 1s. 


This is the forty-second number of this well-known abstract 
which is issued annually by the Commercial, Labour, and 
Statistical Department of the Board of Trade. It gives the 
usual information with regard to the revenue, trade, shipping, 
agriculture, railways, &c., of the United Kingdom, for a series of 
years, the figures in each case, except with regard to the revenue, 
being carried down to the end of the year 1894. In the case of 
the revenue the information is carried down to the 31st March, 
1895. 


2. General Report to the Board of Trade in regard to the Share 
and Loan Capital Traffic in Passengers and Goods, and the 


Working Expenditure and Net Profits from Railway Working of 


the Railway Companies of the United Kingdom, for the Year 1894. 
(C.—7874.) Price 5d. 


This is the annual report, published by the Board of Trade, 
which sums up the returns as to capital and traffic made to the 
Board by the various railway companies under the regulation of 
Railways Act, 1871. 

It is stated that in the report which was submitted to the 
Board a year ago with regard to the capital, traffic, &., of the 
railway companies of the United Kingdom during 1893, occasion 
was found to direct attention to the injurious effect on business 
generally, and on railway business in particular, of the great coal 
strike of that year. It was pointed out that mainly owing to 
that strike the net results of railway working in 1893 were, from 
the point of view of railway shareholders, worse than in any 
previous year; and after expressing a hope that the returns for 
1894 would indicate a more satisfactory condition of affairs than 
those for 1893, the report concluded with these words:—* A 
** decline of revenue such as that exhibited by the returns for 
1893, will, however, take a good deal of making up, and in 
addition there is the further fact that as yet expenditure shows 
no tendency towards diminution. Still, judging from appear- 
“ ances, it does seem likely that the ground lost ia 1893 will 
prove to have been made good in 1894, and that, at any rate as 
regards the revenue side of the account, there may even be 
* some improvement as compared with 1892.” 

The “ Railway Returns” for 1894 have now been issued, and 
it is satisfactory to observe that the forecast of last year has been 
fully justified by events. The whole of the ground lost in 1893 
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was in fact recovered in 1894, and although the gross working 
expenditure of the companies in 1894 increased considerably as 
compared with the expenditure of 1893, there was a much larger 
increase on the revenue side of the account. The actual amount 
of the net earnings was consequently largely in excess of the 
amount for 1893. There was even an advance under this head 
as compared with 1892, but there having been a greater 
proportionate increase in the paid-up capital of the companies 
since 1892 than in the net revenue earned, there was a slight 
falling off in the percentage return on the capital invested com- 
pared with the return two years ago. 

The usual statistical tables have been computed from the general 
returns, and are to be found in the appendix to the present 
report. 


3. General Report to the Board of Trade upon the Accidents 
that have occurred on the Railways of the United Kingdom during 
the Year 1894. (C--7810.) Price 24d. 


This is the general report of the Board of Trade on the 
accidents and collisions that have occurred in the working of the 
railways of the United Kingdom during the year 1894, being 
founded principally on returns made by the railway companies 
under the Act 34 & 35 Vict. c. 78. s. 6, and on reports on 
certain accidents and collisions, made after inquiry by officers of the 
department. It is stated that under the head of injuries, in the case 
both of passengers and servants of companies, all injuries, however 
slight, are included. The following table shows the number of 
persons reported to the Board of Trade as having been killed 
or injured from all causes in the working of railways during the 
year :— 


| Killed. | Tujured. 
PasSENGERS: 
From accidents to trains, rolling stock, permanent- 
way, &c. - - 16 347° 
By accidents from other causes, including accidents 
from their own want of caution or misconduct - 101 821 
Servants oF Companies OR CONTRACTORS:* 
From accidents to trains, rolling stock, permanent- 
way, &c. - 6 62 
By accidents from other causes, including accidents 
from their own want of caution or misconduct - 473 2,649 
Oruer PERsons: 
Whiist passing over railways at level crossings - 80 31 
Trespassers - - 283 137 
Suicides - - 112 
. Miscellaneous, not included in either of the above 44 73 
Total - 1,115 4,120 


* Of contractors’ servants 20 were killed and 12 injured. 


In addition to the above, the companies have returned 70 persons 
killed and 5,045 injured from accidents that occurred on their 
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premises but which were not connected with the movement of 
railway vehicles. 

The total number of passenger journeys, exclusive of journeys 
by season-ticket holders, was 911,412,926 for the year 1894, or 
38,235,874 more than in the previous year. Calculated on these 
figures, the proportions of passengers killed and injured during 
the year 1894, from all causes, were 1 in 7,789,854 killed, and 
1 in 780,319 injured. Jn 1893, the proportions were 1 in 
8,237,519 killed, and 1 in 715,132 injured. 


4, Railway Accidents.—Returns of Accidents and Casualties as 
reported to the Board of Trade by the several Railway Companies 
in the United Kingdom during the Three Months ending 31st March 
1895, in pursuance of the Regulation of Railways Act (1871), 
34 and 35 Vict. cap. 78, together with Reports of the Inspecting 
Officers of the Railway Department to the Board of Trade, upon 
certain Accidents which were inquired into. (C—7809.) Price 
1s. 5d. 


During the three months under review there were reported 
2 collisions between passenger trains or parts of passenger trains, 
by which 15 passengers were injured; 6 collisions between 
passenger trains and goods or mineral trains, &c., by which 
2 servants were killed, and 3 passengers and 3 servants were 
injured; 9 collisions between goods trains or parts of goods 
trains, by which 2 servants were killed, and 18 servants were 
injured ; 3 collisions between trains and buffer-stops, &., by 
which 2 passengers were injured; 16 cases of passenger trains or 
parts of passenger trains leaving the rails, by which 2 servants 
were killed, and 1 servant was injured ; 4 cases of goods trains 
or parts of goods trains leaving the rails, by which 2 servants 
were injured; 43 cases of trains running through gates at level 
crossings, or into other obstructions on the line by which 
1 servant was injured ; and 3 cases of the failure of machinery, 
springs, &c., of engines, by which 2 servants were killed. 


5. Wages.—General Report. General Report on the Wages of 
the Manual Labour Classes in the United Kingdom, with Tables 
of the Average Rates of Wages and Hours of Labour of Persons 
employed in several of the Principal Trades in 1886 and 1891. 
(C—6889.) Price 4s. 3d. 


This is a return recently prepared by the Labour Department 
of the Board of Trade dealing with the number of men and boys 
and the rates of wages in the manufacture of pig-iron industry, in 
engineering and machinery works and in the iron and steel 
shipbuilding trade in the years 1885 and 1886. The return 

ives also the average annual rate of wages in the building trades 
in 1886 and 1891, together with the number of men employed, 
and also the number of seamen engaged at ports in the 
United Kingdom between the 1st of April and the 30th of June 
1886, with the respective rates of wages of the various classes of 
men and boys employed. 
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6. Gain-sharing, &c. (Board of Trade Labour Department.) 
Report on “ Gain-sharing” and certain other Systems of Bonus 
on Production. (C.—7848.) Price 64d. 


This is a report on “gain-sharing ” and other similar methods 
of bonus on production prepared by the Labour Department of 
the Board of Trade as a supplement to the report on_profit- 
sharing recently presented to Parliament. Paper (C._—7458/94), 
Price 10d. 

In the introduction it is stated that the methods referred to are 
systems of remuneration of labour (often confounded with profit- 
sharing) under which the employees are offered a bonus or 
premium not dependent upon the rate of profit earned by the 
business, but upon the saving effected upon a specified standard cost 
of production. It has been thought convenient to treat such 
schemes separately from profit-sharing, and the present report is 
stated to contain what is believed to be the first systematic account 
of them which has been published. 


7. Forty-first Report of the Postmaster-General on the Post 
Office. (C.—7852.) Price 6d. 


This is the annual report of the Postmaster-General for the year 
ended the 3lst March 1895. The following statement shows 
the estimated number of letters, &c. delivered in the United 
Kingdom :— 


Increase Average 
or Decrease | Number to each. 

Per Cent. Person. 
Letters - - - | 1,770,900,000 Dec. 2°3 45°6 
Post cards - - - 312,800,000 Inc. 25°9 8°0 

Book packets, circulars, and 

samples ~ - - 614,600,000 Inc: 7°0 15°8 
Newspapers - - - 151,800,000 Dec. 7°9 3°9 
Total - 7 - | 2,850,100,000 Inc. 1°8 73°3 
Parcels - - 57,136,000 Inc. 5°7 1°5 
Grand total - - | 2,907,236,000 Inc. 1°9 74°8 


The decrease in the number of letters and newspapers compared 
with the numbers given in the last report is rather apparent than 
real. It is partly due to the fact that a closer inquiry into the 
amount of correspondence delivered in London has shown that 
the estimates of the number of these letters in recent years have 
probably been exaggerated, and partly to the increase in the use 
of post cards. This great increase is owing to the alterations, 
whereby private cards with halfpenny stamps affixed are allowed 
to be sent as post cards. The stimulus. given to the use of the 
book post in 1893, by the permission to employ open envelopes 
for book packets, has not yet expended its full force ; but it will 
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be xeen that more than 60 per cent. of the articles sent by post 
still consist of letters. 

A new feature of the present report is stated to be a rough 
estimate of the amount of correspondence exchanged by the 
United Kingdom with Foreign Countries and British Colonies. 

The letters registered in the United Kingdom during the year 
amounted to 11,958,264, an increase of 215,912 or i°8 per cent. 
There were also 590,788 registered parcels, an increase of 97,206, 
or 19-7 per cent. over the previous year. Most of these articles 
bore the minimum fee for registration and insurance, no fewer 
than 11,861,303 of the letters and 559,481 of the parcels bearing 
a fee of 2d. 

During the year 254 new post offices have been opened, and 
830 additional letter boxes erected, bringing the number of post 
offices up to 20,270, and of letter boxes to 26,819. About 800 
additional licenses to sell stamps have also been issued. 


8. Mines and Minerals. Mineral Statistics of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, with the Isle of Man, for 
the Year 1894. (C.—7873.) Price 1s. 74d. 

This is an annual statement prepared by direction of the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department. In the introduc- 
tion it is stated that the present volume contains an account of 
the quantity and value of all minerals wrought in mines, the value 
of all minerals obtained from openworks, brineworks, &c., a table 
of the mines’ inspection districts, with the names and addresses 
of inspectors of mines, assistant inspectors, secretaries to boards 
for examinations, and the clerk of mineral statistics; also an 
appendix showing the production of minerals in the British 
Colonies and Possessions, compiled from official reports. 

The sources from which minerals are obtained in the United 
Kingdom are classed under three heads :— 

1. Mines under the Coal Mines Regulation Act. 

2. Mines under the Metalliferous Mines Regulation Act. 

3. Openworks, brineworks, &c., which are not comprised by 
these Acts. 

An annual return has to be sent from every mine to the 
inspector for the district specifying, under the Coal Mines Act, 
the quantity of minerals raised during the year, and, under the 
Metalliferous Mines Act, the quantity of minerals dressed and of 
the undressed mineral sold, treated, or used during the year. 

The statistics of minerals raised from mines are prepared from 
these statutory returns, 

The Coal Mines Act prohibits the publication of any individual 
return without the consent of the person making it, or of the 
owner of the mine to which it relates, but the aggregate results 
of these returns may be published with respect tu any particular 
county, or any large portion of a county or inspector’s district. 

The Metalliferous Mines Act does not contain any restriction 
concern'ng the publication of individual returns, and the details 
relating to each mine are given in almost every instance. In the 
case of metallic ores the owners frequently furnish the inspector 
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with the results of the assays, which enable the quantity of metal 
obtainable by smelting to be calculated. 

Statistics relating 1o persons employed in mines and to 
accidents, are published in the annual “Summaries of Statistics 
of Mines and Minerals.” 

Returns from openworks, brineworks, &e., have hitherto been 
voluntary, and have been asked for only in the case of certain 
minerals, such as ironstone, salt, slate, &c., as it would obviously 
be impossible without statutory powers to obtain statistics of all 
the stone, chalk, clay, gravel, &c., worked from open pits and 
quarriez. In order, however, to render the value of the total 
mineral output of the Kingdom as complete as possible, an 
estimate of the value of the stone, chalk, clay, gravel, &c., has 
been made from the number of persons employed in these 
industries, according to the latest available census returns, based 
upon the calculation that each person, on an average, annually 
produces mineral worth a certain sum. 

The Quarries Act, which was passed last year, will enable 
the inspectors to obtain returns from all open workings which are 
more than 20 feet deep; consequently it will be possible in 
future to supply much additional information, and to give exact 
figures instead of estimates. 

The exports and imports of each of the principal minerals, 
furnished by the Board of Customs, are given after the tables 
of production, and in several cases information as to distribution 
supplied by railway and navigation companies is added. 

Lists of smelters of the principal metallic ores follow the export 
and import tables, and, in the case of iron, the quantity of 
ore and coal used and the make of pig-iron, ascertained from 
statistics furnished to the Home Office by the owners of blast 
furnaces, are given for each county. 


9. Thirty-cighth Report of the Commissioners of Her Majesty's 
Inland Revenue for the Year ended 31st March 1895, with 
Appendiz. (C.—7854.) Price 6d. 

This is the annual report of the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue. The report states that excluding the receipts trans- 
ferred to local taxation and other accounts, the following is a 
general statement of Inland Revenue net receipt as compared 
with the prior year. 


Year ended 31st March 
Increase. Decrease. 
1895, 1894, 

£ 
Excise ws - | 25,875,626 | 25,246,861 628,765 — 

Stamps - 2p - | 14,587,684 | 12,783,633 1,804,051 _ 

‘Land tax - 1,021,705 1,003,111 18,594 

Inhabited house duty = - 1,462,373 1,440,627 21,746 

Income tax - - | 15,649,362 | 15,342,363 306,999 ei 

Total Inland Kevenue | 58,596,750 | 55,816,595 2,780,155 _ 
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The increase under Excise was due to the augmented duties 
on beer and spirits imposed as from 17th April 1894. 

Under Stamps the increase occurred under the new scheme 
of “ death duties ” and under “ deeds and other instruments.” 

The increase under Income Tax is due to the additional penny 
imposed, after making allowance for the concessions granted in 
the Budget of the year. 

The following table shows the net receipt of Excise in the years 
ended 31st March 1895 and 1894 :— 


Year ended 31st March 
Increase. Decrease-! 
1895. 1894, 
£ £ £ £ 
Beer duty - = | 10,102,050*| 9,536,948* 565,102 
Spirit duty - | 15,269,296*| 15,189,3845* 79,951 
Chicory duty - - 1,523 834 689 
Coffee mixture lubels - 2,101 2,016 85 — 
Railway duty - - 260,694 279,098 _ 18,399 
Charges on deliveries from 
bonded warehouses, &c. 3,876 4,061 _ 185 
Licences - - 236,086* 234,564* 1,522 
Total - - 25,875,626 25,246,861 647,349 18,584 
Net Increase - £628,765 


* After deducting proceeds of duties transferred to Local Taxation Account, &c- 


The further sum of 732,403. was also raised under Spirit Duty 
at 6d. additional per gallon, under the 7th section of Act 
53 Vict. c. 8. This amount was: paid over direct to the Locat 
Taxation Account. 


10. Coal, Cinders, &c. 450.—Sess. 2. Price 1d. 


This is a return issued by the Treasury in pursuance of an 
Order of the House of Commons for accounts of the quantities of 
coal, cinders, and patent fuel shipped at the several ports of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, coastways, to other ports of the. 
United Kingdom, in the year 1894; of the quantities and declared 
value of coal, cinders, and patent fuel exported from the several 
ports of England, Scotland, and Ireland, to foreign countries and 
the British settlements abroad, in the year 1894, distinguishing 
the countries to which the same were sent; of the quantities of 
coal, cinders, and patent fuel exported from the United Kingdom 
in the year 1894 ; of the quantities of coal and patent fuel brought 
coastways into the port of London, during the year 1894; and, of 
the quantities of coal and patent fuel received coastways at the 
various ports of the United Kingdom. 


1l. Agricultural Statistics, Ireland, 1895. General Abstract 
showing the Acreage under Crops, also the Number and Description 
of Live Stock in each County and Province. 1894-95. 

This is the annual abstract return relating to agriculture issued 
by the Registrar-General in Dublin. 
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Total extent under crops in 1895 is 4,879,506 acres, being a 
net decrease on the extent in 1894 of 51,505 acres, or 1°0 per cent. 
There was a decrease in Ulster of 13,245 acres, or 0°8 per cent. ; 
in Leinster, of 23,675 acres, or 1°8 per cent.; in Munster, of 
15,398 acres, or 1-2 per cent.; and in Connaught, an increase of 
813 acres, or 0°1 per cent. 

In 1894 the extent returned under grass was 10,214,096 acres, 
in 1895 the amount returned is 10,280,706 acres, being an increase 
of 66,610 acres; the extent returned as fallow in 1894 was 
19,568 acres, and in 1895, 18,506 acres; the extent under woods 
and plantations in 1894 was 309,276 acres, against 308,902 acres 
in 1895; and the extent returned under “ turf bog, marsh, barren 
mountain land, &e.,” in 1894 was 4,859,393 acres, against 
4,845,724 acres in 1895, being a decrease of 13,669 acres; of the 
acreage thus returned in 1895, 1,210,234 acres have been entered 
by the enumerators as turf bog, 426,545 acres as marsh, and 


2,265,413 acres as barren mountain land. 


Compared with 1894 there appears a decrease of 12,809 acres 
in the acreage under wheat; a decrease of 38,467 acres under 
oats; an increase of 7,053 acres under barley; a decrease of 
448 acres under bere and rye, and a decrease of 333 acres under 
beans and peas; showing a net decrease of 45,004 acres in the 
extent under cereal crops. 


The acreage under turnips has increased by 1,938 acres ; 
mangel-wurzel and beet-root by 987 acres. The extent under 
potatoes has decreased by 6,701 acres; cabbage by 4,805 acres ; 
vetches and rape by 1,013 acres; and carrots, parsnips, and other 
green crops by 2,099 acres, leaving a net decrease of 11,693 acres 
in the extent under green crops. ; 

The acreage under flax in 1894 was 101,081 acres, and in 1895 
the extent returned under this crop is 95,202 acres, being a 
decrease of 5,879 acres. 


In the returns the area under meadow and clover is shown as 
the extent “for hay only,” subdivided under the headings 
“ clover, sainfoin, and grasses under rotation ” and “ Permanent 
pasture, or grass not broken up in rotation.” The extent for hay 
under “ clover, &¢.,” in 1894, was 641,058 acres, and in 1895 it 
is 635,603 acres, being a decrease of 5,455 acres. The area for 
hay on permanent pasture in 1894 was 1,541,540 acres, and in 
1895 it is 1,558,066 acres, showing an increase of 16,526 acres. 
There is, therefore, an increase of 11,071 acres in the total area 
under meadow and clover. 

As regards the live stock it appears that between 1894 and 
1895 there has been an increase of 7,682 in the number of horses 
and mules. Cattle exhibit a decrease of 33,798, sheep a decrease 
of 190,325, and there has been a decrease in the number of pigs 
amounting to 50,870. Of the 16,370,496 poultry enumerated in 
1895, 1,001,818 were turkeys, 2,026,343 were geese, 2,827,044. 
were ducks, and 10,515,291 were ordinary fowl. 
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12. Merchant Shipping Act, 1894. Return of all ships ordered 
by the Board of Trade, or its Officers, to be provisionally detained 
as Unsafe, in pursuance of the provisions of Sections 459 and 462 
of the Act 57 & 58 Vict. c. 60, from 1st July 1894 to 30th June 
1895, giving the names of the Owners of those Ships which have 
been dismantled, broken up, or converted into hulks, &c.; together 
with Summaries, showing respectively the total Number of Ships 
ordered to be detained as Unsafe from 1st July 1894 to 30th June 
1895, and since the 1st October 1876, distinguishing between those 
Cases in which the Ships were found Safe or Unsafe. (In con- 
tinuation of Parliamentary Paper [C—7491]). (C.—7857.) 
Price 2d. 

This is the annual return issued by the Marine Department of 
the Board of Trade. The particulars for each ship which was 
provisionally detained during the year 1894-95 are given in 
detail. 

A summary statement is also given showing the following results 
since the commencement of the Act in October 1876 :— 


Alleged defects in Hull Equipments or Machinery. 


Total Number of Ships reported as Defective. 


Description of Ship. 
Found Found Survey (Improperly) 
Safe. Unsafe. | Pending. | Detained. ‘ 


Steam ships (iron) - 2 124 — 1 127 
Steam ships (wood) - 17 17 
Sailing ships (iron) - 13 13 
Sailing ships (wood) - 8 692 — 7 707 
Total - - 10 846 —_ 8 864* 


* Of these ships 217 were classed. 


Alleged cases of Overloading or Improper Loading. 


Total Number of Ships reported as Overladen, 
or Improperly Laden. 


Description of Ship. 


Found Found Survey 
Safe. Unsafe. Pending. Total. 
Steam ships (iron)! - 7 696 — 703 
Steam ships (wood) - 4 4 
Sailing ships (iron) - 1 19 — 20°" 
Sailing ships (wood) - 78 78 


805 
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XX.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


Norway.—Norwegian authorities have issued a circular 
declaring the Russian provinces of Volhynia and Podolia, and 
also Asia Minor, to be cholera smitten. 


Iraty.—Quarantine regulations of the 11th November 1892 
will be applied to all vessels arriving from Morocco until further 
notice. 


Ho.tianr.—Morocco has been declared infected, and seven 
days’ quarantine is imposed on arrivals from that country. 


Grerece.—Medical inspection is substituted for quarantine on 
arrivals from ports between Cape Chelidonia and Alexandretta, 
with the exception of Adalia, against which five days’ quarantine 
is maintained. 

Five days’ quarantine is imposed on arrivals from the Asiatic 
coast of Marmora, between Boz Bournu and Caravanza. 


Portucat.—Sandwich Islands are declared infected with 
cholera from the 1st September last. 

Arrivals from Podolia are declared to be infected with cholera, 
and all Russian ports in the Black Sea are declared suspected, as 
well as the port of Ceuta. 

All Russian Baltic ports are declared free from cholera from 
the 1st inst. 

Tangier is declered to be infected with cholera, and all other 
Moorish ports suspected. 


Matura.—Five days’ quarantine imposed on arrivals from 
Tangiers. 


Cyrprus.—Latakia to Beyrout subject to medical inspection. 

Five days’ quarantine is imposed on arrivals from the Sea of 
Marmora between Boz Bournou and Karabougha. 

Mersine released from quarantine. 

Quarantine on arrivals from Sea of Marmora between Boz 
Bournou and Karabougha increased to ten days; {ten days’ 
quarantine on arrivals from Tangier. 
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GIBRALTAR.—Seven days’ quarantine of observation on ports 
in Morocco other than Tangier. Persons on arrival must make 
solemn declaration that they have not been within 21 days at 
Tangier. 

Quarantine on arrival from Ceuta is removed. 


Morocov.— Five days’ quarantine of observation is imposed at 
other Moorish ports on arrivals from Tangier ; the importation 
of bedding, clothing, &c., from Tangier is prohibited, and that of 
passengers is to be disinfected. 


ARGENTINA.—A despatch, dated 4th September iast, has been 
received at the Foreign Office from the Hon. Francis Pakenham, 
Her Majesty’s Plenipotentiary at Buenos Ayres, stating that the 
decree which it was hoped the Health Board would issue before 
long regarding an improvement in the existing quarantine arrange- 
ments between Brazil and neighbouring countries will probably 
not be promulgated at present, owing to the absence as yet of the 
sanitary arrangements then contemplated. 


UnitEep StaTEs.—A despatch has been received from the 
Foreign Office dated 7th October last, enclosing copy of the 
following notice from the Treasury Department of the United 
States with regard to the disinfection of baggage at Pacific 

rts :-— 

— On account of the officially reported prevalence of cholera in 
Hongkong and Yokohama, and other Chinese and Japanese ports, 
and in Honolulu, attention is called to Article V. of the Quaran- 
tine Regulations, Treasury Department, to be observed at foreign 
ports, issued April 26, 1894. 

“ No special provision having been reported from these ports for 
proper disinfection of suspected baggage, it is hereby ordered on 
recommendation of the surgeon-general of the Marine-Hospital 
Service, that all unlabelled baggage of steerage passengers, 
including hand-baggage and all labelled baggage of said passen- 
ers, which in the opinion of the quarantine officer should be 
isinfected or re-disinfected, arriviag from Oriental ports, includ- 
ing ports of Hawaii, at any port in the State of Oregon, 
Washington, or California, shall be disinfected as provided in 
Article VII. of the Quarantine Regulations for domestic ports, 
before being landed. 

“This regulation will also apply to any other baggage which 
the quarantine officer may suspect of being infected.” 
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XXI.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


MAILs FOR THE WEST AND SoutH-WeEst Coasts oF AFRIOA. 


The following table shows the places for which Mails will 
be despatched by the Mail Packets leaving Liverpool for the West 
and South-West Coasts of Africa during the latter part of the 
month of October 1895 :-— 

Saturday, 19th October.—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, 
Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados, Benin, Sapelli, 
Warree, Brass, and Akassa. 

Wednesday, 23rd October.—Madeira, Teneriffe, Goree, Dakar. 
Rufisque, Bathurst, Isles do Los, Conakry, Sierra Leone, 
Sherbro, Monrovia, Grand Bassa, Kroo Coast, Half Jack, Lahou, 
Cape Lahou, Grand Lahou, Drewin, Grand Bassam, Assinie, 
Axim, Cape Coast Castle,* Salt Pond, Appam, Winnebah, Accra,* 
Addah, Quitta, Lome, Jellah Coffee, New Calabar, Abonema, 


Bakana, and Degama. 

Saturday, 26th October.—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, 
Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados, Bonny, Old Calakar, 
Opobo, Benin, Warree, New Calabar, Bakana, and Brass. 

Wednesday, 30th October.—Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Accra, 
Lagos, Fernando Po, Cameroons, Eloby, Gaboon, Mayumba, 
Loango, Landana, N’Gove, Nyanga, Cape Lopez, Fernan Vaz, 
Sette Cama, Black Point, Cabenda, Banana, Boma (Congo), 
Muculla, Ambrizette, Mussera, Kinsembo, Ambriz, Loanda, 
Victoria, and Bibundi. 

In London the correspondence should be posted on the previous 
day in each case. 

Correspondence for Senegal (Goree, Dakar, Rufisque), the Congo 
(Banana, Boma) and Portuguese possessions on the West and 
South-West Coasts of Africa is not sent vid Liverpool unless 
specially so superscribed. 

These vessels carry Parcel Mails for Bathurst, Sierra Leone, 
Monrovia, Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Winnebah, 
Accra, Addah, Quitta, Lagos, Benin, Bonny, Brass, New Calabar, 
Old Calabar, Opobo, and Warree. 

The Parcel Mails are made up at Liverpool on the afternoon of 
the day before the departure of each vessel. 


* Correspondence for Cape Coast Castle and Accra will not be sent by the 
steamer of the 23rd of October unless specially so superscribed, as the direct 
Packets leaving on the following Saturdays are due at those ports some days earlier. 


| 
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Parcet Post To St. aNnD MIQUELON. 


Parcels are now accepted for transmission to the French 
Possessions of St. Pierre and Miquelon by way of Canada. 

The postage is— 

For a parcel weighing not more than 3 lIbs., 2s. 8d.; more than 
3 lbs. but not more than 7 lbs., 2s. 8d.; more than 7 lbs. but not 
more than 11 Ibs., 3s. Od. 

No parcel may exceed 2 ft, in length, or 4 ft. in length and 
girth combined. 

No parcel may contain a letter or communication of the nature 
of a letter, any explosive or dangerous article, or any liquid, 
unless securely packed in a proper case. 

Parcels for St. Pierre and Miquelon are included in the parcel 
mails for Canada despatched from Liverpool every Thursday 
morning. They should be posted in time to reach Liverpool by 
the night mails of Wednesday. 

One despatch note and one Customs declaration form (not 
adhesive) must accompany each parcel. 


Marts ror St. HELENA AND ASCENSION. 


The working of the Mail Service to and from the Islands of 
=e Helena and Ascension during the next few months will be as 
follows :— 


OurTwarp. Homewarp. 
Arrive at Leave Arrive in 
Leave London. St. Helena St. Helena : London 
about about (leaving seme about 
day) about 
_ — 1 November 4 November | 18 Nov. 
Morning 2 Nov. 19 November. | 29 November | 2 December | 16 Dec. 
1896, 
Morning, 30 Nov. - | 17 December. | 27 December | 30 December | 13 Jan. 
1896. 1896. 1896. 
Morning, 28 Dec. 14 January. | 24 January - | 27 January - | 10 Feb. 
1896. 
Morning, 25 Jan. il February. | 21 February - | 24February- | 9 March. 
Morning, 22 Feb. 10 March. 20 March - | 23 March -| 6 April. 
Morning, 21 Mar. 7 April. 17 April 20 April 4 May. 


In the homeward direction the actual dates of sailing and 
arrival cannot be absolutely guaranteed, but the dates given in 
the foregoing table will be adhered to as closely as possible. 
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FoR AUSTRALASIA AND 


Despatch of Mails from London for Australia, New Zealand, 
and Fiji, up to the end of December 1895 :-— 


Despatched from 


Destination. Route. 


[ Via Brindisi (or Naples) - ny Fri. evening. 
nD same dates as 
Victoria, New South Wales, Vid Vancouver (or vid San i to New Zealand 


Queensland,* South Francisco) - - and Fiji 
Australia, and Tasmania (For letters, &e., specially 
| jaddressed to go by those routes. ) 
Western Australia < - | Vid Brindisi (or Naples) - | Every Fri. evening. 
r| Vid San Francisco - - | Sat. afternoon— 
November 2 and 30. 
December 28. 
New Zealandt - Vid Brindisi (or Naples) - | Every Fri. evening. 
: On same dates as 
Vid Vancouver to 
(For letters, &c., specially y. 
. | addressed to go by that route. ) 
[| Via Vancouver Thursday evening— 
October 31, 
November 28, 
December 26. 
Supplementary— 
November 2 & 30. 
Biit - - -4 (afternoon). 
December 28 
(afternoon). 
Vid Brindisi (or Naples) - | Every Fri. evening. 
Via San Francisco - - | Sat. afternoon— 
(For letters, &c., specially November 2 & 30. 
addressed to go by that route.) December 28. 


Parcel mails for all the 


above-mentioned colonies, Themes Every Thursday 


except Queensland and morning. 
New Zealand - - 
From the Thames vid Mel- | Every Thursday 
Parce: mails for Queens- bourne. morning. 
Tand§ - Direct from the Thames vid | Tues. afternoon— 
Torres Straits - - October 22. 
12. 
ecember 3, 
| Direct from the Thames - | Wed. morning— 
October 16, 30. 


November 13, 27, 
December 11, 25, 


* On the Ist and 22nd of November and 13th \f December, correspondence for 
places in the North of Queensland (Thursday Island, Cooktown, Cairns, Townsville, 
Bowen, and Mackay) can be sent either by the direct route of Torres Straits or 
‘hy way of Adelaide. If meant to go vid Adelaide on those days, such corre- 

spondence must be specially so addressed; but correspondence for the South of 
Guauitenaa is sent by the Adelaide route unless specially superscribed to go otherwise. 

t Correspondence for New Zealand posted in the week in which there will be 
a mail from Lendon going vid San Francisco, and also in the previous week, will 
be forwarded in that mail ; but correspondence posted up to the evening of the first 
or second Friday following a despatch vid San Francisco will gain by being forwarded 
wid Italy. The Post Office will in each case send the letters, &c., by the best route, 
and there will be no occasion to superscribe them specially as to route. 

t Correspondence for Fiji will be sent by way of Vancouver, unless specially 
superscribed to be otherwise forwarded, or posted in time for despatch vié Italy 
on the first and second Fridays following the final despatch vid Vancouver. 

§ Parcels for the extreme north of Queensland are sent only vid Torres Straits. 
Parcels for the rest of the colony are sent vid Melbourne, except when they would 
azrive more quickly vid Torres Straits. 
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XXIL—STATISTICAL TABLES, 


-L.—Forer1cn TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Statement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Kinapom during the Month and Nine Months ended 
30th September 1895, compared with the corresponding periods of 
the year 1894. 

MontTH ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER. 


I. Imports FROM FoREIGN CoUNTRIES AND British Possessions. 


Month ended 
30th September 
Increase. | Decrease, 
1895. 1894. 
I. Animals, living (for food) - - 912,686 878,383 39,353 — 


.) Arti d drink, dut 
: (B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- 


2,099,457 | 2,082,725 188,268 
Tobacco, dutiable - 392,658 502,553 109,895 
Ill. Metals - - 1,444,864 1,605,524 160,660 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
substances - 419,963 887,299 38,664 
V. Oils - - - - - 596,581 549,473 47,108 — 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures 2,023,436 2,247,272 = 223,836 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures - 4,319,668 | 4,062,855 56,813 - 
VIII. Manufactured articles - 6,406,544 | 5,768,374 643,230 - 
- IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - | 1,140,909 | 7,096,074 114,835 
(B.) Parcel post - - 69,129 61,667 7,462 
Total Value : - - - | 30,618,854 | 30,240,467 378,393 - 


II. Exrorts or Britisu anp Irish Propuce AnD MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ £ 
I, Animals, living - - - 96,547 65,654 30,896 
II, Articles of food and drink - - 1,165,050 1,101,923 63,127 - 
III. Raw materials - - - 1,632,281 1,866,796 65,485 _ 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - 8,541,531 | 7,683,957 007,574; ° — 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - 2,480,097 | 2,063,874 216,283 - 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - 1,224,261 1,496,001 98,260 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 869,362 748,650 120,712 - 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
preparations 649,706 634,719 6018 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
fectured or partly manufactured 2,696,148 2,352,216 $13,932 _ 
Parcel post - 4 106,957 85,598 21,364 
‘Total Value | 19,461,940 | 77,599,320 | 1,862,620 
iil. Exports or Foreign AnD CoLoNIAL PRODUCE. 
£ £ 
Total Value - 8,907,836 | 8,870,616 97,220 
| 
88800, 


H 
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I.—Fore1cN TRADE OF THE Unittrep Kinapom—cont. 


Nine Montus ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER. 


I. Imports From Foreign CouNTRIES AND BritgsH Possessions. 


1895. 1894. 
£ 
I, Animals, living (for food) - - 6,443,669 7,064,405 - 620,736 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free | 103,882,713 | 704,587,930 4,199,297 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able - - - - - | 17,364,728 | 716,696,414 668,314 - 
Tobacco, dutiable - - - 2,513,713 2,723,168 _ 209,455 
Ill. Metals - - | 18,742,191 | 74,554,673 812,422 

IV. dyestuffs, and _tanning j 
: substances 5,150,154 | 5,055,972 94,182 | - 

V. Oils - | 5,780,760 | 5,487,929 298,831 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 50,831,905 | 52,566,367 — | 4784456 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries | 

and manufactures 32,082,126 | 82,082,587 401 
VIII. Manufactured articles - | 55,636,370 | 57,590,862 | 4,045,508! — 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - | 10,300,750 | 77,638,088 _ | 1,837,333 
(B.) Parcel post - - - 746,760 601,866 144,894 | _- 
Total Value - : - - | 303,975,839 | 304,638,140 — | 662,304 


II. Exports oF British AnD IrRIsH PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES. 


I. Animals, living - 
IL Articles of food and drink - - 
Ill. Raw materials - 


IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 


(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics 


(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) 


(C.) Machinery and millwork - - 
{D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 
{E.) Chemicals and chemical ond medi- 
preparations - 

) articles, either manu- 
red cr partly manufactured - 


| 


Total Value - 


£ £ £ 
571,250 | 458,570 117,680 | 
7,799,820 | 7,788,040 11,780 | _ 
13,801,588 14,970,274 1,108,686 
75,648,982 72,351,307 | 3,297,675 
| 
20,605,238 20,872,890 267,652 
10,975,359 | 10,567,564 413,795 | 
6,787,424 | 6,630,570 156,854 | 
6,181,328 | 6,410,086 = 228,708 
23,325,093 | 20,793,777 | 2,601,916 -- 
923,755 3 548 | 163,212 - 
| | 
166,620,437 | 161,462,577 5,157,866 


III. Exports or ForxiGN AND COLONIAL PRODUCE. 


Total Value - - 


45,118,843 


42,881,659 


2,237,184 
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IL—Corn Pricgs. 


Rerourn of the Quantities and Averace Prices of Britisa 
Corn, Impertan MeAsure, as received frum the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 
| 


Quantities sold. 


| 
| 


| Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 7th September 1895 - | 24,116 7 


| 4,212 0 8,955 4 

-| 30,837 3 | 19,293 2 11,171 5 

-| 83,682 0 | 40,564 3 14,404 1 

— aa -| 37,721 1 | 72,612 3 17,442 5 

September 1895 - » -| 126,307 3 | 136,682 0 | 51,973 7 

| 
Corresponding month in 1894 - | 195,782 0 | 93,845 1 55,382 0 
” » 1893 - | 267,534 5 242,602 7 72,605 2 
Average Prices. 

s. d. & | a & 
Week ended 7th September 1895 - 23 23 4 | 14 4 
— 22 10 2311 | 13 8 
Sist.' 22 7 24 2 13 8 
23 0 24 8 13 2 
September 1895 - ° 22 10 .| 
August 1895 - - - 24 2 20 3 15 7 
July - - 24 9 19 16 4 
June ” - - - 25 9 16 O 
May 22 5 20 5 15 2 
April - - 20 27 0 14.2 
March 19 41 21 3 13 10 
February ” 20 21 9 13 8 
January y - . - 20 7 21 6 13 14 
December 1894 - 20 7 21 8 141 
November -| 48 10 2210 | 18 9 
October ,, - - - 17 8 23 9 13 6 
September 1894 - = -| 2 7 244 18 9 
» 1892 - 28 11 27 0 19 7 
» 1899 - 388 28 6 | 20 2 
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1895, 


Return of the Nomspers, NaTionaitiges, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Unirep Kinepom for PLAces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 30th September 1895, and the 
Nine Months ended 30th September 1895, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
iti Cape for 
British All 
ee United Austral- | of Good corre- 
Nationalities. States. North other Total. 
spondin, 
America. Natal, | Places. Month. 
1894. 
Month ended 30th September. 
English - . 8,137 2,316 920 1,970 1,029 14,372 14,066 
Scotch - e 2,423 73 67 216 165 2,944 2,383 
Irish ° ° 7,015 156 79 28 21 7,299 7,125 
gn of pees | 17,575 2,545 1,066 2,214 1215 | 24,615 | 23,578 
Foreigners - - | 10,267 942 25 596 197 12,027 10,770 
Nationalities not 445 486 
distinguished sad 498 


Total - -| 27,872 3,498 1,091 2,810 1,857 | 37,128 | 34,886 


1 
26,867 2,862 4,371 1,852 1,884 34,836 
Month, 7894 - 
Nine Months ended 30th September. 
| 
English - - -| 49,974 | 12,624 6,075 | 11,723 6,087 | 86,488 | 74,665 
| 
Scotcn - 1129 | 1,229 459 | 1,267 645 | 14720 | 47488 
Irish - =| 46,303 996 437 201 166 48,103 34,378 


~~ 107,406 | 14849 | 6971 | 13,191 | 6898 | 149,315 | 720,520 


Foreigners - <| 55,668 | 4,547 158 | 3,737 | 1,895 | 65,505 | 53,e88 
Nationalities not 
distinguisiied | 200 51 3 | 2055 | 2220 | 2,997 


Total - - | 163,174 19,447 7,140 16,931 10,348 | 217,040 | 176,020 
Total for corre- 


125,290 20,797 7,357 12,438 10,488 | 176,020 
lonths, 1894 - 


Norz.—The above figures, being made up ai the earliest possible date after the close of each 
month, are subject to correction in the Annuai Returns. 


| 
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IV.—A.ten 1895, 


Rerurn of the Numser of Atrens that arrived from the Continent at Porrst in the 
Unirep Kinepow, during the Month and Nine Months ended 30th September 1895, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiied from the Atuen Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4. c. 11. sect. 2.) 


Hamburg, | Rotterdam, | Gothenburg, Othe 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, Dieppe. Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. | Port: 


1995. | 1894. 1895. | 1894. | 1895. 1805, | | 1803. | 1894. | 1995. 


Month ended 80th September. : 


Aliens not stated to be en | | | | 
route to America : * | | 
Arrived at London 981 728 542 822 202 | 208 186 207 | 1,711 | 7,459 
Grimsby - 109 | of 35 47 1 | 3 17 31 162 132 
a e Ports - 23 47 153, 2: 173 
88 49 7; — = 43 6 | 180 84 
Newhaven - | - 669 578 4 676 579 
Other ports-}| 114) 722 108 10 169 | 131 | 343 176 | 734 489 
Total - -| 1408 1,078; 615| 495) 778 | 548 | G69| 578 | 1,129 | 827 | $4,595 | $3,596 
Aliens en route to America : | 
Arrived at Grimsby - 24 343 206 658 568 200 180 | 1,225 | 7,074 
Hull - 170; 110 43 2,015! — — | 1,162 | 7,295 | 3,457 | 2,899 
Leith - -| 454) ss2| 106 — 50 87, 610| 456 
Other Ports - 6 | 2 = 446 313 | 453 339 
Total - -| 991} 792| 376 | 2,674 | 1499! — | — | 1,858] 1795 | 6,082 | 4,567 
Total of Aliens en route and | | | 
of aliens not stated to be ¢} 2895 | 4,870 | L174 | 877 | 3,452 | 2,046 | 659] 578 | 2,987 | 2,622 | 10,677 | 7,987 
en voute to America* - | 2 


Nine Months ended 30th September. 


Aliens not stated to be en | 
route to America: * 
Total No. -|10,710 | 8,554 | 4,001 | 6,033 | 4,785 | 4,743 | 5,643 | 5,355 | 6,333 6,950 $31,477 |t30,636 
Aliens en route to America : | 


Total No. - | 5,116 | 5,962 | 3,216 | 4,383 | 13,585 | 


4 | 14,441 70,407 36,358| 98,764 


Total of aliens en route and 
of aliens not stated to be ? | 15,826 | 74,476 | 7,217 | 9,446 | 18,370 | 72,860 | 5,643 


5,357 | 20,779 
en route to America* - 


17,354 87,835 |t59,400 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be enroute to America,” aud “ Aliens en 
route to America,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive from Continental ports are reported 
to be on the way to America, and it is considered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that 
the “ Aliens not stated to be en route io America” come lo this country for settlement, there being in fact a large 
emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens arriving from Continental ports return to 
te — (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 213, Sess. 1895, and Monthly Emigration 

eturns. 

+ The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, 
Glasgow, Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Cine, Harwich, Hull, Kirkealdy, Leith, Liverpool, London, 
Middlesbrough, Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West 


Hartlepool. The lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show oaly deck 
passengers, and persons who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers, 

t The number oi sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to 
America in the month of September 1895 was 1,123, and 671 in the same month of 1894. In the nine months ended 
September of 1895 the number was 7.813, and in the same months of 1894 the number was 7,658, 
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V.—BANKRUPTOY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Noumser of Recetyiyne Orpers GAzetrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 


Nine Months 
September ended September 
1895. | 1894. 1895. | 1894. 
4 No. No. No. No. \ 
Total gazetted - -| 291 299 | 3,276 | 3,628 
Number gazetied in principal trades and 
occupations :— 
| Publicans and hotel heopem, &e. - 17 27 240 264 
Farmers 16 1 226 196 
Grocers, &c. - - - - \7 13 208 218 
| Builders 18 24 169 217 
Butchers - - 1l 10 106 95 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and 
= dealers - - - 8 5 93 && 
Bakers - 6 4 75 108 
Tailors, &c. - - 6 4 74 78 
if Drapers, &e. - 3 8 62 &3 
j Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. - = 4 6 56 42 
i Decorators, painters, plumbers, &e. - 6 3 51 70 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers - 10 5 51 46 
Agents, commission 10 7 50 47 
Auctioneers - 2 2 40 46 
Clerks, commercial and general 3 38 43 
Clothiers, outfitters, &e. 2 = 32 30 
Solicitors - - 4 31 23 
Jewellers, importers, 
q silversmiths, &c. - - - 1 & 30 57 
Travellers, commercial, &e. = - - 3 2 30 26 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. - - 3 2 29 4 
Tobacconists, &c. - - - 3 ” | 29 26 | 
i Engineers and founders, &c. ert he 3 2 29 35 
Provision merchants, &c. ~ - 2 2 28 2 
General dealers - - ~ 2 4 28 27 
; i Saddlersand harness makers - - 1 8 26 28 
t Merchants - - - - - ae 2 25 26 
Ironmongers - - - 1 3 25 30 
Carpenters and joiners - - 2 8 25 382 
Carriers, carmen, and 
§ hauiiers ~ - 3 2 25 18 
| Printers and publishers | - - 2 2 24 19 | 
Confectioners - . 4 2 24 26 
Wine and spirit merchants, ke. - _ 4 22 17 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers 4 22 32 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw 
merchants and dealers - 2 | 21 35 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical 
4 mauufacturers 2 21 18 
| Furniture dealers and makers - - 3 2 20 26 
Dairymen, &e. - 3 20 23 
Millers - 1 19 14 
; Stationers - - - 1 3 18 16 
Gardeners, florists, hi - 7 - 2 _ 18 12 
Hoosiers, glovers, &e. - - 1 _ 17 10 
Wheelwrights - - - 2 17 9 
Lodging-house keepers - - - 2 3 17 26 


| 
iq 
| 
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Nine Months 
September ended September 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and | No. No. No. Ne. 
occupations—cont. 
Restaurant, coffee, and enting-honse 
keepers - - 1 4 16 18 
Clerks in holy orders - - 1 4 15 14 
Schoolmasters and echoolmistresses - 2 _ 15 20 
Contractors - : 13 43 
Carriage, &c. builders - * | 8 13 15 
Hairdressers - - - 1 a 13 15 
Fishing net, smack initia and masters os 2 12 20 
China, glass, and &e. 
dealers - - _ 2 12 7 
Ourriers, tanners, and leather 2 12 16 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - . — 4 | 12 22 
Officers in Army - - _ 2 11 21 
Timber merchants and wood denkene - 3 — 11 26 
Directors and promoters 
companies - _ 2 10 15 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - - a 3 10 15 
Architects and surveyors - - — 1 9 9 
Brokers, stock and share - - 2 2 9 15 
Stone, marble, and monument masons - —_ _ 7 5 
Cattle and pig dealers - 6 15 
Photographers - - - _ —_ 5 6 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - 6 
Booksellers and publishers - 1 5 | 


VI.—Exrort or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Retvrn of the NumBer of ANIMALS exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the Month ended 30th September 1895, and during 
the first Nine Months of the Year 1895, compared with the cor- 
responding Periods of the Year 1894. 


Nine Months 


September 
| ended September 
| 1895. | 1894. | 1895. | 1894. 
| No. No. No. No. 
Cattle - =| 96,057 | 109,774 | 498,764 | 544,967 
Sheep - - | 92,705 | 139,350 | 546,545 | 807,215 
Swine 4 ‘ " - «| 27,519 | 49,748 | 361,410 | 382,498 
Goats - : - - - 99 124 4,287 6,514 
Horses - - - - sd 3,682 4,184 27,292 27,437 
Males or Jennets - - 3 ll 15 
Asses - 73 37 1,235 660 
Total . + | 220,138 | 302,554 |1,439,544 |7,769,306 
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VIL—FisHery Statistics —ENGLAND AND WALES. 
StTaTEMENT of the Torat Quantity and of the Fisa returned 
as landed on the ENGiisu and Wexsn Coasts from the fishing 
ee during the Month aud Nine Months ended 30th 
ptember 1895, compared with the corresponding Periods of the 


Year 1894. 
Nine Months ended 
September September 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 
QuanrTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Brill - - 1,540 1,512 14,123 13,480 
Soles - 7,051 7,768 63,523 62475 
Turbot 7,497 6,600 57,979 61,778 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished - 1,416 1,358 20,199 21,789 
Tota! prime fish - - 17,504 17,288 155,824 158,617 


874.513 314,996 
1,776,902 1,551,083 
96,636 


— - - - 


ot, separately distinguished, vexcept} 90,289 96,807 771,010 714187 


Total 763,644 745,867 5,075,392 | 4,877,529 


Shell fish :— vo. q v0. 
tg No N No. N 


Lobsters - : : - 92,077 95,618 606,915 670,953 
Oysters - : : - | 4,083,000 8,549,000 || 16,153,000 | 20,282,000 
Cwts Cwts. 


Other shell fish - 54,247 46,969 || 399,607 368,260 


< 
| 
| 
9g 
| 


2 || £ £ 
Brill 3,935 4,309 || 36,592 85,540 
51,809 62,075 |, 430,278 499,906 
‘Turbot - 29,482 24,492 | 224,545 224,005 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished . 4,605 4,069 || 65,718 53,143 
Total prime fish - - 89,831 84,945 || 757,188 728,554 
- - 17,186 15,031 227,986 196,168 
Haddock . 7 - - 64,782 69,048 844,199 825,854 
- - - 17,482 14,499 $2,176 71,227 
Halibut - - - - - 23,102 4 167,596 156,623 
Herrings - - - ~ 64,165 64,659 213,003 208,119 
Lin; - 4,707 4495 52,281 52,929 
Mackerel - - 11,305 22,135 257,540 318,367 
Pilchards > 5, 2,147 11,900 7,507 
Plaice - - - - - 68,442 592,070 620,389 
| not separately distinguished, a 61,557 65,257 525,274 492,852 
| Total - 428,436 422,296 3,734,880 8,668,975 | 
| Shell fish | 
° 4,873 3,529 51,791 48,758 
- - 11, 8,009 70 57,504 
Other shell fish - : - 13,380 13,749 102,551 408,203 | 
Total 33844 | 29,544 223,161 248,252 
{ | Total value of fish landed - 462,280 451,840 3,958,041 8,912,227 
q Notsz.—The above are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, The values give 
are the actual] values by the Ic loca! officers at each place. 


Cod - 28,231 27,646 | 

-| 207,884 206,273 | 

Halibut - 13,151 10,060 100,997 | 90,562 
Herrings =| 269,023 | 247,460 || 730,305 710,886 
Ling 8,432 8,267 91,924 82,807 
Mackerel 18,353 38,823 | 307,100 875,085 
- 99 98 LAS? 29g 
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VILI.—Fisnery 


Sratement of the Totat Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Scorcu Coasts during the Month and Nine 
Months ended 30th September 1895, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1894, 


Nine Months ended 
September September 
1895. 189 1895. 1894. 
QUANTITY. 
{  Cwts Cuts. Cuts. 
39,781 89,687 377,976 364,626 
i - 7,043 465 55,525 
Flounder, 86,288 90,428 711,694 505,477 
Halibut - 674 1,208 28,326 30.499 
Herrings 246,938 151,100 3,938,558 026,709 
Lin 2,175 2,230 8,850 163,516 
Mackerel 290 629 1,712 2,713 
Saith (Coal Fish) - ~ - 3,426 3,289 76,095 96,203 
Sparli - - - 
rorsk (Tusk) 128 135 10,242 8,281 
Whiting 38,602 4,688 28,290 27,012 
Fish not se tely distinguished, 
except shell fish 51799 48,789 
Total 397,654 809,034 5,505,108 5,402,507 
on No No. No, No. 
A 101,183 101,769 2,140,301 2,187,000 
Cwts, Cuts. Cwts. 
Clams ° - - 516 4 10,867 11 
Mussels 27,161 26,349 130,438 116,048 
Other shellfish - 3,949 41,789 4 
VALUE. 
| | £ 
Soles (Lemon Soles) - . 4,691 2,710 28,262 | 23,433 
Cod - 12,341 10,358 129,857 130,585 
Eel - 8 340 6,079 5,815 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill ~ - 5,873 6,449 > 
Haddock - - - - 29,538 30,740 275,674 259,004 
Halibut 1,229 4, 17 29,772 
Herrings « Swe 54,434 25,311 887,297 707,526 
Lin; - - . - 98 584 40,441 48,879 
Mackerel - - - - 222 1,078 4 
Saith (Coal Fish) - - 529 8,177 11,148 
Skate - - 295 400 11,551 10,306 
Sparling - - 497 372 "784 
Sprats - - = 85 892 
‘forsk (Tusk) - - - 1 19 1,409 1,378 
iting - tely 1,616 1,891 12,456 15,057 
Fish not_se inguished, 
except shellfish - - 11007 
Total 113,566 82,937 1,503,686 1,311,581 
Lobsters 1,660 2,633 19,345 | 22,204 
Oysters 92 821 | 811 
Clams 147 1,508 | 1,624 
Mussels - 1,754 1,646 8,156 | 6,928 
Other shellfish - = 94 1,046 9,680 
Total 4,998 6,497 i 50,833 52,194 
Total value of fish landed 118,564 89,054 | 1,554,519 | 1,863,775 
| 


NotE.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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Sratrement of the Torat Quantity and Vatue of the Fis returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Nine 
Months ended 30th September 1895, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1894. 
Nine Months ended 
September ptember 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. - 
Cwts. Cwts. || Cwts Cwts. 
Turbot - - 47 190 787 1,258 
Total prime fish - -| 130 489 2,395 4,886 
Cod - 1,526 1,648 35,526 84,698 
- 1,751 45924 20°86! 18,884, 
Herrings - - - 18,697 15,047 69,053 68,188 
Ling - 1,120 26,484 
Mackerel 46,703 66,584 244,934 475,017 
755 2,001 $863 dese 
Total - - 84,791 114,205 461,418 734,617 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs - 32,364 82,180 227,092 220,867 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish 1,076 1,036 12,360 7,676 
| VALUE. 
Sol | | 5082 
es - q 4 5, 2 
Total prime fish : - 476 2,178 8,428 18,447 
Haddock - - - 1,031 943 12,348 12,010 
- 2,291 4,506 | 4,523 10,854 
Herrings  - - - - 4,661 8,954 22,761 16,278 
Lin 2 461 9,537 12,268 
Mackerel . - - - - 14,710 10,892 | 93,803 112,068 
Fish not separately distinguished, 2,938 3,902 | 18,968 19,906 
Total - - 27,881 28,216 || 190,308 217,108 
Shell fish :-— 
Crabs ° - 86 154 | 731 1,109 
hershellfish - - = 152 28 || 2,081 
Total - - 2,156 2,427 | 10,508 10,999 
Total value of fish landed -| 29,987 80,337 || 200,816 228,107 | 
—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual] Returns, The values given 
an the 1 actual values returned by the local officers at each place. Bi 
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X.-—Corron Rerurns.—SErTEMBER 1895. 


Ruturn of the NuMBER of Baxes of Corron Importep and ExporTev, 
ForwArDED from Ports to INLAND Towns, and ‘RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and Nine Months ended September 1895, 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1894. 


Month of | Nine mon ths ended 
September | Septe mber 
| 
1895. 1894. | 1895. 1894. 
Imports. 
No. No. No. No. 
American : - 27,785 31,122 2,182,245 1,722,302 
Brazilian - = 8,835 894 28,807 176,541 
East Indian - - 10,464 11,325 95,4380 154,520 
Egyptian - - - 1,789 12,297 209,474 248,286 
Miscellaneous - - 4,041 3,362 45,110 49,422 
Total - - - 47,414 59,000 2,561,066 2,354,077 
Exports. 
American : - 17,872 16,494 | 183,248 169,988 
Brazilian - - = 3,162 1,977 |\ 13,703 32,933 
Fast Indian - 8,457 12,749 45,344 90,543 
Egyptian - 4,834 5,698 | 61,695 47,987 
Miscellaneous - - 1,576 1,987 | 25,317 22,217 
Total - - 35,901 38,905 | 329,307 363,662 
Forwarvep from Ports to InLanp Towns. 
American - ° 193,062 209,603 || 2,040,251 1,880,695 
Brazilian - - 7,685 10,068 24,109 156, 227 
East Indian - - 2,500 6,107 |) 26,827 51,928 
tian - - 11,837 13,900 170,067 210,064 
Miscellaneous - - 6,843 4,999 | 71,448 68,446 
Total - - 221,427 245,677 | 2,332,697 2,367 854 
Forwarvep from Intanp Towns to Ports. 
American - = . 816 212 3,851 1,8 95 
Brazilian - - - = = 
91 126 681 497 
Total ° 407 338 4,042 2,398 


| 
| 
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XI.—PerriopicaL REeturNs or Imports AND EXrorts. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned CounTRigs in the latest Month for which Rerurns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Franc = 9,5,d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 


Note. — 


Rouble = 2s. ; 
9,5,d.; Gulden = ls. 8d.; 
L. Egyptian = 


I.—Inports. 


Drachma = 9,8,d.; Lew = 9,44. ; 
1d. Os. 64d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


|  Yaluofor the Month, for Period of 

Name of Country. | yfonth. 
1895. | 189 1895. | 1894 
Russia in Europe -| June - | Roubles 54,717,000 | 54,264,000 | 292,451,000 | £83,750,000 
France | Ang. Frs. 294,997,000 | 292,677,000 || 2,407,960,000 | 2,648,¢56,000 
Portugal - -| Mar. Milreis 3,570,000 §,726,000 10,188,000 
Italy - ° - | Aug. Lire - 96,946,000 | 86,435,000 761,608,000 684,997,000 
Austria-Hungary Aug. - | Gulden - 60,699,000 484,208,000 457,679,000 
Greece - -| July -| Drehms. 9,256,000 8,476,000 . 52,522,000 56,957,000 
Bulgaria - «|June -/| Lew - 5,279,000 6,761,000 29,156,000 46,781,000 
Egypt . -| July -| L. Egypt. 723,000 718,000 4,417,000 5,208,000 
United States -| July -| Dollars- 73,059,000 | 65,302,000 464,659,000 | 407,845,000 
Mexico - - ~-| April - » 2,801,000 | 2,767,900 11,330,000 9,199,000 
British India* -| July -| Rupees 4,65,04,418 | 4,98,76,089 || 21,15,98,611 | 22,24,88,783 
Il.—Exports. 

Russia in Europe -j| June Roubles 70,388,000 | 58,176,000 331,152,000 309,183,000 
France - Aug. -| Frs. 265,146,000 | 247,988,000 || 2,147,520,000 | 7,962,787,000 
Portugal - - -| Mar. -| Milreis 2,219,000 1,809,000 5,441,000 5,182,000 
Itely - - -| Aug, -| Lire 75,896,000 72,133,000 || 632,370,000 |  654+490,000 
Austria-Hungary -| Ang. -| Gulden 60,735,000 69,009,000 || 470,027,000 | 496,468,000 
Greece - -| July -| Drehms. 5,752,000 | 8,516,000 34,558,000 86,834,000 
Bulgaria - - ~-/|June -| Lew - 5,154,000 5,788,000 31,255,000 88,754,000 
Egypt - -| July -| L. Egypt. - 434,000 687,000 5,998,000 7+316,000 
United States -| July -j| Dollars- 56,560,000 | 52,674,000 443,425,000 487,043,000 
Mexico - - = ~-| April - ” 8,704,000 6,765,000 34,967,000 28,428,000 
British India* | July -| Rupees 8,81,18,486 | 8,48,67,086 || 36,65,70,317 | 38,38,86,077 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


Nors.—The 


figures are those of tho “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 


Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “ general.” “ Special ”” 


means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption; in the case of exports, exports 
of domestic — and manufacture only. 
* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 


| | | 
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XII.—Fore1en TrapveE or 
Imports and Exports into and from Britisn Inp1a. 
Imports from Fore Exports to Foreign 
tries, len ies.* 
aetna: Four Months ended Four Months ended 
July July 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 
R. R. R. R. 
I,—Animals—living - - 1,18,104 156,046 4,27,802 3,65,905 
Il.—Articles offood and drink 2,69,10,656 | 9,05,56,747 | 10,12,22,401 | 8,67,42,967 
IIL—Metals and Manufactures of— 
A.—Hardware and Cutl 
(including plated-ware 45,96,964 43,028,128 57,900 43,497 
B.—Metals - 2,17,37,871 155,060,992 2,80,963 250,594 
C.—Machinery and mill-work 99,40,556 83,28,949 125 400 
Government stores) - 61,48,489 75,295,664 
IV.—Chemicals, medicines 
and tics, and dyeing 
and tanning materials 63,62,223 51,20,854 4,10,67,541 8,83,26,950 
V.—Oils 1,18,14,550 35,12,897 29,29,905 2451 087 
materials and unmanu- 
ctured articles - - | 1,40,88,159 |  7,89,89,890 | 13,89,05,133 | 77,96,08,e65 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
A.—Yarns und textile fabrics} 8,56,11,334 | 77,98,05,974 | 4,46,42,186 | 4,01,87,544 
B.—Apparel - 43,56,253 41,08,010° 6,538,681 4:79,285 
C.—Other articles manu- 
factured - - 1,99,13,452 1,75 24542 2,23,86,013 1,87,08,254 
Toran - - | 21,15,98,611 | 29,24,88,783 | 35,25,73,650 | 36,85,08,602 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 
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XXIII.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 


REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1895, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Kast Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price} No. Place. Price No, Place. Price. 
1490 Berne - | 13d. 1542 | New Orleans - | | 1594 | Montevideo -| 23d. 
1491 Copenhagen | 1d. 1543 | Chicago - - | Bd. | 1595 Swatow - - | lid. 
1492 Stettin - - | 24d. 1544 | Palermo - - | Qhd. | 1596 Foochow - Id. 
1493 Rio Grande doSul| 14d. ] 1545 | Bengazi - - | 14d. 1597| Tamsui - -| 1d. 
1494 Serajevo - 1546) Cagliari - 1d. [1598 | Chungking -| 1d. 
1495 Beunes Ayres -| 9d. 1547| Pernambuco - | 74d. | 1599 |Chefoo - -| 1d. 
1496 Florence - -| 2d. 41548 | Madrid - - | 14d. 1600 | Tokio - - | 14d. 
1497. Lisbon - - | 14d. | 1549 | Corunna - -| 5d. 1601 Bangkok - -| Id. 
1498 Paris - - «| 1550 | Leghorne - - | 2d. | 1602 | Caracas - - | 14d. 
1499 Lima - - | 14d. ] 1551 | New Orleans - | 24d. | 1603 | - | 23d. 
1500 ~=Patras - - | 14d. ] 1552 | Syra - - | lid. | 1604 | Belgrade - - | 24d. 
1501 Bordeaux 3d. }1553| Genon - Shanghai | 
1502 Madrid - -| 2d. ] 1554 | Berlin - - | 24d. | 1606 | Canton - - | 14d. 
1503 Amsterdam -| 1555 | Tainan - -| 1d.] 1607 | Meshed - - | 14d. 
1594 Suakim - -| 1d.] 1556 | Zanzibar - -)| 4d. | 1608 | Erzeroum -| 1d. 
1505 | Angora - 1557 | Dunkirk - 1d. 1609 | Galatz - 2d. 
1506 | Havre’ - - | 23d.] 1558 | Ningpo - - | 1d. | 1610 | Port Said - | 14d. 
1507 | Algiers - ~-| 1559} Pakhor - -| 1d.]1611| The Hague - | 13d. 
1508 La Rochelle - | 1560 | Chinkiang - -| 1d. 1612} Calais - -| 1d. 
1509 | VeraCruz - 1561 | New York -| 2d.] 1613 | Newchwang -| 1d. 
1510 | Puerto Cortez -| 1d. 1562 | Batoum - Copenhagen 1d. 
1511 | rog - -| 1d. | Naples -| 1615 | Odessa - -| 2d. 
1512 | Baltimore - - | 14d. 1564 | Resht - - | 44d. 1616 | Gothenburg -| 2d. 
1518 | Mexico - - | 14d. | 1565 | Copenhagen - | 1¢d. | 1617 | Mannheim - | 14d. 
1514 | Zaila - - 1d. 1566 | Porto Rico- - | ] 1618 | Old Calabar -| 5d. 
1515 | Zomba - - | 34d. | 1567 | Malaga - - | 8d.] 1618) Pekin - - | 23d. 
1516 | Valparaiso- ~- | 1568 | Galveston - | 74d.] 1 Taganrog -| 2d. 
4517 | Charleston - | 23d. | 1569 | Tabreez - ~ | $d. | 1621 | Brindisi --| 23d. 
1518 | Serajevo - =| 1d. 1570 | Fiji -| $d. | 1622 | Jeddah - -| 14d. 
1519 | Saigon - -| 1d. } 1571 | Athens - +] 24d. | 1623 | Hamburg -| 3d. 
1520 | Bangkok - 2d.]1572| Bilbao - ~-| 34d. 1624) Angora | 14d. 
1521 | Tripoli - -| 1573 | Barcelona - «| 8d. 1625) Buda-Pesth | lid. 
1522 | Batavia . - | lid. | 1574 | Fiume - -| 2d. | 1626 | Beyrout -| Id 
1523 | Dakar - -| $d.] 1575 | Tahiti” - - | 1d. | 1627 | Bushire- - 2d. 
1524 | Havana - ~-| 1576 | San Francisco -| 6d.] 1628 | Stettin  - ~- | ghd. 
1525 | Riga - - - | 2d. | 1577 | Ichang - - | 1id. | 1629 | Porto Rico, -| 1d. 
15% | Trebizond - - | 14d. ] 1578 Amoy - | 14d. | 1630 | Rotterdam -| $d. 
1527 | Pireus - - | 24d. 41579 | Wéenchow - -| 1d. 1631 | Alexandria - | 14d. 
1528 | Guayaquil - - | 13d. | 1580 | Smyrna - - | 24d. | 1632 | Tokio - - | ghd, 
1529 | Marseilles - - | 1d. | 1581 | Nice - - | 14d. | 1633 | Tangier - - | 144. 
1530; Wuhu_ - =| 13d. J 1582 | - | 1d, 1634! Oporto - =| lid. 
1531 | Rio de Janeiro - | 24d. | 1583 | Rio GrandedoSul) 4d.] 1635 | St. Petersburg - | 4d. 
1532 | Trieste - 2d, | 1584 | Nagasaki -| 1636 | Dantzig - -| 2d. 
1533 Brest - | 13d.} 1585 | Hakodate - 1d.] 1637/ Macao - ~-| 1d. 
1534 | Stockholm - 1586 | Frankfort - 3d.} 1638 | Hiogo and 

15385 , Warsaw - -| 1d. | 1587 | Samoa - =| Id, | Osaka -| 6d. 
1536 | Boston, = | 14d. | 1583 | Cherbourg - 1}d.] 1639 | Naples - | 14d. 
1537 | Mozambique - | 24d. | 1589 | Damascus -| 1d.} 1640) Kiungchow -| 4d. 
1538 | Callao - - | 1d. 1590 | New York 1d. | 1641 | Rome - e| 14d. 
1539 Aleppo - - | 13d. 1591 | Athens - -| 2d. 1642 Beira -! 4d. 
1540 | Jafia - - 4d.]1592| Baghdad - 1d. | 

1541 | Boston - - | 1d. 41593 Vienna - - | 13d, | 
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The following Reports from Her Majesty's Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


350 
351 
352 
353 
354 
355 
356 
357 
358 
359 
360 


361 
362 


363 
364 
365 
366 
367 


368 
369 


370 
371 


372 
373 
374 
375 
376 


377 
378 


379 


| 
| 


Servia.—Report on the Mines of Servia 

Denmark.—Further Report on the Free Port of Copenhagen - - 

Italy.—Report on the Volterra Alabastar Industry - 

Italy.—Report for the Years 1892-93 on the Yield of Cocoons 
in Italy and on the condition of the Italian Silk Trade to 
May 1894 - 

Austria-Hungary.—Report on the Mining Industry in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina 

Russia.—Report on the Peasantry and Peasant Holdings in 
Poland - 

Russia.—Report on the Agricultural Position of Russia - 

Siam.—Report on the Teak Trade inSiam - 

Paraguay.—Keport on the New Australia Colony in Paraguay 

Bavaria and Wurtemburg.—Abstract of the Reports for the 
Year 1894 of the Bavarian and 
Inspectors 

United States. —Report on the “Agricultural Condition of the 
United States - 

Germany.—Report on the Agricultural Position of Germany 

France.—Report on the Tramway ones of Paris and the 
Department of the Seine - 

France.—Report on the Use of the “ Bouillie Bordelaise ” in 
connection with Potato and Vine Diseases - - - 

Italy.—Report on the Italian Cotton Industry - 

Bavaria and Wiirtemburg.—Report ov the Co-operative 
Agricultural Credit Associations on the Baificiocn “yom 
in Bavaria and Wiirtenburg 

France.—Report for the Year 1894 0 on the Flay ial Traffic of 
Rouen and the Waterways of the Seine Basin - 

Brazil.—Report on a Tour in the German and Italian Colonies 
in the Valley of the River Cohy_ - - “ 2 

Greece.—Report on the Emery Districts of Naxos - 

Argentine Republic.—Report on the Agricultural and Pastoral 
Condition and Prospects of the Argentine Republic - 

Colombia.—Report on the Agricultural Products of Tolima - 

Russia.—Report on Measures Adopted for imqooving the 
Commercial Prosperity of Archangel . 

Russia.—Report on the “ Working men known 
as Artels - 

Africa (Central). — Report on the “Botanical Aspeets of 
British Central Africa 

Colombia.—Report on the Commercial Importance of = Port 
of Barranquilla - 

Greece.—Report on the Deposits of Magnesite Ore ~~" the 
Manufacture of Magnesite Fire-Bricks in Kubeea - 

Denmark.—Special Report on the Agricsitenal Condition of 
Denmark - 

Denmark.—Report on the Port of Frederikshavn - 

Italy.—Report on the Pumice-stone Industry of the Lipari 
Islands - 

France.-—Report on the Principal Fibres obtainable in the 
Society Islands - - - - - 


|| | | Price. 
| | 
ld. 
| id. 
| = 
| 4d. 
| | iid. | 
| | td. | 
| | aa. | 
| | ad. 
| ot 
i | | id. 
| | 113d. 
10d. 
td. 
| lid. 
lid. 
| od. 
| od. 
| 
| “ 
| 4d. 
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XXIV.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 
issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding 


Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :-— 


ANNUAL. 


Colony. 


| Year. 


| Colony. 


| Year. 


Newfoundland 
Jamaica - - 
Victoria - 

British New Guinea - 
St. Vincent - 
Bermuda 


Seychelles and Rodriguez 


J 
Seychelles 
British Bechuanaland 


Malta - - - 
Gibraltar - 
Falkland Islands 
Leeward Islands 


Zululand 
- 


Lago ‘ 
Straits Settlements - 
Cey] 


St. Helena - - 
Sierra Leone - 
Jamaica - 

Trinidad and Tobago 
Newfoundland 
British New Guinea 
Victoria - - 
Rodrigues - 
vrmuda - - 
British Honduras - 
Turks and Caicos Islands 
Gibraltar ° 
Leeward Islands - - 
Rahamas 

Trinidad and Tobago 
Malta - 

| Gambia - 
Straits Settlements - 
Grenada - 

Barbados - 
St. Vincent - 


Falkland Is Islands 


Mauritius - 
Labuan - - 
— Honduras 


Rodri - - 

St. He’ 
British Bechuanaland 
British Guiana - 
Newfoundland - 


Sierra Leone 
Fiji 


British Honduras. 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Falkland Islands 
Rodrigues - - 
Mauritius - 
Strait Settlements - 
Labuan - - 
Basutoland - 

St. Lucia - 


British 
British New Guinea 


Lagos 
British Guiana - 
Jamaica - - 
Newfoundland - - 
Gold Coast - 
Zululand 

Bermuda - 

Bahamas 


Barbados 

Turks and Caicos Islands 
Malta 

Gambia 


| 1892 


1892-93 
1892 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


! 


| Subject. 


1 | Gold Coast 
2 Zululand - 
3 Sierra Leone 
4 Canada 


| 
| Economic Agriculture. 
orests. 
Geology and Botany. 
Advantages to Emigrants. 


i 
| 
| Mauritius - 1890 
| Gambia - - |» 
| Ceylon - - 1889 
| Lagus - Basutoland - - i | 
| Lagos - - - 1890 Ceylon } — 
- ” 
1889-91 - 
| Gambia - - - 1891 100 - | 1892-98 iS 
Barbados - 101 | - 
| ‘Turks Island 102 - | 1892 
} Bahamas - - 103 | Jamaica - - - | 1892-93 
- 1890 104 | Victoria - - | 1892 
| 1891 105 | Bermuda - - | 1893 i 
| - 1890-925 | 106 | Gambia - 
1891 108 | St.Vincent - - 
» || 109 | Gibraltar 
- 110 | Bahamas - 
| 1890 an Ww: an 
St.Lucia - = - | Malm - 
| Labuan - - ° 115 - 
sl » 18 ” 
Natal - - 1891-92 | 122 
| 1891 124 | 1893 
125 | St. Helena - - | 
1891 127 | Fiji - - 
128 | Grenada - - - | 
1891-925 | 129 » 
1891 130 | 1898-94 | 
1892-93 
: 1892 131 | and ¢ 
1891 | 1893-94 
132 | 1898 : { 
1890 133 1893-94 | 
» 14135 | 1893 
” 136 | ” ‘ 
137 | 1894 
138 ” | 
139 
140 
” 141 ” | 
=» 142 ” - 
| » 143 
No. | Colony. | 
> 
| 


4 
| 
| 
é 
| 
\ 


